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Who Defended Australia?

War in the Pacific 1943 - ©Jerry McBrien - Wk 27 1



Plan

• I set out in this series of talks to tell the story of the Defence of 
Australia in the War in the Pacific.

• We have now followed the war to the point where the defence of 
Australia was reasonably assured.

• We have seen the story as it was visible to the Allies at the time and 
have now gone back to look at what was not known at the time to 
help us understand why things happened as they did.

• Today I would like to wrap up the story by looking at, who did defend 
Australia and what became of them.

• I am not concerned with intent, I don’t care if they were only trying to 
get MacArthur elected president, my issue is, who took concrete 
action which had the effect of defending Australia.
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President Roosevelt

• President Roosevelt defended Australia:

• The 1939 Air Corps objective of 5,500 
planes was soon raised to 10,000. Then 
on 16 May 1940, with the extension of 
the war in western Europe, President 
Roosevelt called for an annual output of 
50,000 aircraft and a total Army and 
Navy strength of 50,000.

• On 6th January 1942 in his State of the 
Union Address he said:
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Roosevelt signing declaration of war 
against Japan on December 8



6th January - Washington
• I have just sent a directive to the … agencies of our Government, ordering that immediate 

steps be taken to increase our production so that: 
• In this year, 1942, we shall produce 60,000 planes and next year, 1943, 125,000. 
• In this year, 1942, we shall produce 45,000 tanks; and next year, 1943, 75,000. 
• In this year, 1942, we shall produce 20,000 anti-aircraft guns; and next year, 1943, 35,000 of them. 
• In this year, 1942, we shall build 6,000,000 deadweight tons of merchant shipping as compared with a 

1941 production of 1,100,000. And next year, 1943, we shall build 10,000,000 tons of shipping. 

• Production for war is based on metals and raw materials. Greater and greater quantities of 
them will have to be diverted to war purposes. Civilian use of them will have to be cut 
further and still further—and, in many cases, completely eliminated. 

• War costs money. So far, we have hardly even begun to pay for it. We have devoted only 15 
percent of our national income to national defence. Our war program for the coming fiscal 
year will cost more than half of the estimated annual national income. That means taxes and 
bonds and bonds and taxes. It means cutting luxuries and other non-essentials. In a word, it 
means an "all-out" war by individual effort and family effort in a united country. 

• We must face the fact of a hard war, a long war, a bloody war, a costly war. 

• But we of the United Nations are not making all this sacrifice of human effort and human 
lives to return to the kind of world we had after the last world war. 

• We are fighting today for security, for progress, and for peace, not only for ourselves but for 
all men, not only for one generation but for all generations. We are fighting to cleanse the 
world of ancient evils, ancient ills. 
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18th March 1942

• On 18th March 1942 President 
Roosevelt telegraphed to Churchill:

• "There is no use giving a single 
further thought to Singapore or the 
Dutch East Indies. They are gone. 
Australia must be held, and we are 
willing to undertake that . . . . You 
must hold Egypt, the Canal, Syria, 
Iran and the route to the Caucasus.”
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Global Strategy
• The Allied Strategy, agreed 

between the US and the UK in 
February 1941 and ratified after 
Pearl Harbour, is to concentrate 
on the defeat of Germany and to 
maintain in the Far East only 
positions necessary to safeguard 
vital interests and deny Japan 
access to raw materials vital to 
her continuous war effort.

• Roosevelt would provide forces 
necessary for the defence of 
Australia, but offence in the 
Pacific would have to wait.
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Onboard HMS Prince of Wales, in Placentia Bay, 
Newfoundland August 1941. President Roosevelt and 
Prime Minister Churchill seated. Standing Admiral 
King, USN; General Marshall, U.S. Army; General Dill, 
British Army; Admiral Stark, USN; and Admiral Pound,  
RN. At left are Harry Hopkins and Averell Harriman.



Franklin Delano Roosevelt

• Roosevelt was born in Hyde 
Park, New York, to the Roosevelt 
family made well known by the 
reputation of Theodore 
Roosevelt, the 26th president, as 
well as by the reputation of 
prominent businessman William 
Aspinwall.
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FDR's birthplace and longtime home in Hyde Park, 
New York



Franklin Delano Roosevelt

• FDR won election to the New 
York State Senate in 1910, and 
then 

• served as Assistant Secretary of 
the Navy under President 
Woodrow Wilson during World 
War I. 

• Roosevelt was James Cox's 
running mate on the Democratic 
Party's 1920 Presidential ticket, 
but Cox was defeated by 
Republican Warren G. Harding.
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Cox and Roosevelt in Ohio, 1920



Franklin Delano Roosevelt

• In 1921, Roosevelt contracted a 
paralytic illness, believed at the time to 
be polio, and his legs became 
permanently paralyzed. 

• In spite of being unable to walk 
unaided, Roosevelt returned to public 
office by winning election as Governor 
of New York in 1928. He served as 
governor from 1929 to 1933, promoting 
programs to combat the economic crisis 
besetting the United States.
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Franklin Delano Roosevelt

• In the 1932 presidential election, 
Roosevelt defeated Republican 
President Herbert Hoover in a 
landslide. 

• Roosevelt took office in the 
midst of the Great Depression, 
the worst economic crisis in U.S. 
history.
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1932 electoral vote results



Franklin Delano Roosevelt
• During his first 100 days Roosevelt 

spearheaded unprecedented 
federal legislation and issued a 
profusion of executive orders that 
instituted the New Deal — a 
variety of programs designed to 
produce relief, recovery, and 
reform. 

• He created numerous programs to 
provide relief to the unemployed 
and farmers while seeking 
economic recovery with the 
National Recovery Administration 
and other programs. 
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Roosevelt signs the Social Security Act into law, 

August 14, 1935.



Franklin Delano Roosevelt
• Having piloted the United States 

through the worst economic crisis of 
the century the United States 
reelected FDR in 1940 for his third 
term, making him the only U.S. 
president to serve for more than two 
terms.

• It then fell to him to lead the free 
world in resistance to fascist 
barbarism.

• Roosevelt drove the mobilization of 
the U.S. economy to support the war 
effort and made the weapons 
available under Lend Lease to all the 
countries actually fighting. 

• After Pearl Harbor he drove his 
commanders to bring US forces into 
action quickly. 
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Franklin Delano Roosevelt

• FDR worked with other Allied 
leaders to lay the groundwork 
for the United Nations and other 
post-war institutions.

• This effort involved extensive 
travels to bring his talent for 
individual diplomacy to 
negotiations.
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Churchill, Roosevelt, and Stalin at the Yalta 
Conference, February 1945.



Franklin Delano Roosevelt

• Roosevelt won reelection in 1944, but 
his physical health was declining. 

• He died in April 1945, less than three 
months into his fourth term.
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Last photograph of Roosevelt, taken 

April 11, 1945, the day before his 

death



John Curtin

The Prime Minister, Mr Curtin, speaking at a £35,000,000 Liberty 
Loan rally in Martin Place, Sydney on 18th February 1942. Seated 
behind Mr Curtin are (left to right ) Mr Beasley, the Lord Mayor of 

Sydney (Alderman Crick), Senator Ashley, Mr Hughes and Mr Fadden.

The War in the Pacific - The First Six Months ©Jerry McBrien 15

• The Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor
occurred two months after Curtin 
became prime minister of a minority 
government, and Australia found itself 
at war with Japan.

• Bombing raids on northern Australia 
soon followed. 

• In February 1942 Curtin insisted, 
against protests from Churchill, 
Roosevelt, the Australian Opposition 
and the Australian Representatives in 
London that 1 Corps AIF should return 
to Australia and not go to reinforce 
British troops in Burma. Curtin 
prevailed, although he agreed that 
two brigades of the 6th Division could 
go temporarily to garrison Ceylon. 



John Curtin
• Curtin placed Australian forces under the 

command of General MacArthur, with whom 
he formed a close relationship.

• In October and November 1942 Curtin 
insisted on the return of the 9th Division AIF 
to Australia against furious resistance from 
the same sources. 

• He successfully negotiated the issue of 
overseas conscription that had split his party 
during World War I.

• With these decisions Curtin ensured that 
Australia at least had its own infantry forces 
to defend itself.  

• The ALP won almost two-thirds of the seats in 
the House of Representatives at the 1943 
election, which remains a party record. 

• Curtin died in office in July 1945, after months 
of ill health attributed to the stresses of the 
war.

War in the Pacific 1943 - ©Jerry McBrien - Wk 27 16

MacArthur meets the Advisory War Council, March 
1942. Left to right: MacArthur, Curtin, Fadden & 
Chifley.



The US Navy Aircraft Carriers

• The US Navy aircraft carriers 
defended Australia.

• Admirals King and Nimitz 
repeatedly left Hawaii and the US 
West Coast uncovered so carriers 
could be kept in the South Pacific.

• In May and June 1942 good 
American intelligence allowed 
American carriers which were 
outnumbered by and less tactically 
effective than the Japanese, to 
defeat thrusts at Port Moresby and 
Midway Island.

USS Lexington (CV-2) leaving San Diego, 14 October 1941. 
Planes parked on her flight deck include Brewster F2A-1 fighters (parked 

forward), Douglas SBD scout-bombers (amidships) and Douglas TBD-1 torpedo 
planes
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22 April - Intelligence
• Pacific

• The Pearl Harbour codebreakers were lead by Lt Cdr Rochefort, who had studied 
the Japanese language and Japanese naval operations for years and was blessed 
with a superb memory for detail. 
• He was assisted by eight hand picked cryptanalysts and 
• the dispossessed musicians of the battleship California’s band. 
• They worked amid the ceaseless clatter of tabulating machines and teleprinters in a 

windowless basement below Pearl Harbour’s new administrative building. 
• Lack of windows and the air conditioned environment eliminated any sense of night or day.

• Rochefort often stayed in the chamber for days at a time working in carpet 
slippers and a stained red velvet smoking jacket and sleeping on a cot between 
the IBM machines.

• Lt Cdr Layton, the fleet intelligence officer assembled 
• Rochefort’s team’s results, 
• analysis of the quantity and origination of signal traffic and 
• reports of reconnaissance and combat 
• to produce the daily CinCPac Intelligence Bulletin, transmitted in code to all ships and bases.
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20 May

• Sea
• A long signal from the Combined Fleet 

flagship to all units, intercepted on 20 
May, contained so many references to AF 
that it was clearly the operational order 
for a battle.

• In an attempt to obtain a definitive 
identification of AF, Rochefort instructed 
Midway, by submarine cable, to make a 
radio call in plain English stating that the 
island’s water distillation plant had broken 
down. 

• To maintain the deception 14th Naval 
District at Pearl signalled back that a 
water barge was on its way with 
emergency supplies. Commander Joseph Rochefort
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21 May
• Sea

• The Japanese radio station on Wake Island reported that AF was apparently running short of 
water and orders were issued for the invasion force to take on board extra supplies.

• At a CinCPac staff briefing Cmdr Layton was able to give an outline of the Japanese plan.

• Operation AL was to attack the western Aleutian Islands supported by a two carrier force after 
raiding American bases in Alaska.

• Operation AR required the main Japanese carrier force to strike at Midway in preparation for an 
invasion force setting out from Saipan covered by battleships and cruisers. 

• It was thought probable that enemy submarines would patrol off Hawaii to give early warning of 
US fleet movements.

• Precise times and dates were still missing because they had been transmitted in a new five digit 
code for extra security.

• Certain important officers, both at Honolulu and in Washington, believed that these indications 
were an elaborate hoax to cover another raid on Pearl Harbour or even on the West Coast.

• Admiral Nimitz accepted the estimate of his fleet intelligence officer that Midway and the 
Aleutians were the real Japanese objectives. 
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24 May - Intelligence
• The date and time of the attack on Midway remained obscure in the special code. 

The American code breakers had not wanted to waste time trying to figure it out. 
Then Lt Cmdr Wesley Wright took a crack at it after already putting in his regular 
12 hour shift.

• As the night wore on Wright worked it out. The date and time cipher comprised a 
polyalphabetic with independent mixed cipher alphabets and with the exterior 
plain and key alphabets in two different systems of Japanese writing. Each has 47 
syllables making the polyalphabetic tableau a gigantic one of 2,209 cells, more 
than three times as extensive as the ordinary Vigenere tableau of 676 cells. 
Nevertheless by 5.30 am he had a solution. 

• The Aleutians would be attacked on 3 June and Midway on 4 June.  

• This tied in with the calculations of the CinCPac intelligence staff allowing Cdr 
Layton to predict: 
• “They will come in from the northwest on a bearing 325 degrees and will be sighted about 

175 miles from Midway about 06.00.”

• The Japanese had a new codebook which came into use on 24 May, but the 
important breaks had already been made. 
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30 May - Sea

• Nimitz had sent out in the two Midway task 
forces and the North Pacific task force all 
the usable ships he had.

• Convoys from the West Coast to Hawaii had 
been stripped of their escorts, only the 
convoys to Australia and the South Pacific 
continued to be escorted by destroyers.

• The old battleships on the West Coast could 
not be used because they were too slow to 
keep up with the carriers and there was no 
alternative air cover or oil tankers to give 
them.

• Commander Layton estimated that the 
Japanese would have numerical superiority 
in all classes of ship.

Edwin T Layton, 
Fleet Intelligence Officer, Pacific Fleet 
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4 June - Midway
• During the night four PBY’s moved toward the transports, found them by radar at 01:30 on the 

4th, put one torpedo into a tanker and strafed the column of transports, causing some casualties. 
The attack temporarily slowed the oiler.

• At 04.31 Yorktown launched 10 SBDs to search the northern semicircle to a distance of 100 miles 
and 6 Wildcats of the day’s first Combat Air Patrol.

• The light south easterly breeze meant that the carriers had to steam at high speed on a south easterly course 
to conduct flight operations, increasing the distance from the enemy.

• If the enemy was to the north west of Midway as expected he could conduct air operation while still steaming 
towards the island.

• On the 4th of June PBY’s were off early on their searches for the main enemy force, which had not 
yet been located; B-17’s were in the air; B-26’s, TBF’s, and MAG-22 planes were warmed and 
ready.

• At 05.45 a patrol plane sighted many planes heading for Midway at a point 150 miles to the north 
and west. 

• Seven minutes later at 05.52, PBYs sight the enemy’s carrier force and broadcast a warning, 
• “Two carriers and battleships, bearing 320 degrees, distance 180, course 135, speed 25.” 
• The warning was picked up by the American carriers.

• Nimitz, monitoring the reports at Pearl Harbour, reckoned that Commander Layton’s 24th May 
forecast of where and when the enemy would be sighted was 5 degrees, 5 miles and 5 minutes 
out. 
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3 June - Midway
• On the eve of expected battle, Lieutenant 

Commander Waldron, skipper of Torpedo 
Eight on Hornet, called his men together 
and distributed a mimeographed plan of 
attack. In a message to his squadron 
appended to the plan he wrote: 

• I feel we are all ready. .  . I actually believe 
that under these conditions we are the 
best in the world. My greatest hope is 
that we encounter a favourable tactical 
situation, but if we don’t, and the worst 
comes to the worst, I want each of us to 
do his utmost to destroy our enemies. If 
there is only one plane left to make a final 
run-in, I want that man to go in and get a 
hit. May God be with us all." 

Lt Cdr John Waldron
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4 June - Midway
• Waldron's squadron sighted the enemy carriers and 

began their attack at 09:20. 

• Flying at 100 feet and 100 knots, the requirement for 
launching torpedoes, and without fighter escort, all 15 
TBD Devastators of VT-8 were shot down without being 
able to inflict any damage.

• For a plane to splash while flying at 100 mph so close 
to the water was like hitting a stone wall.

• Ensign George Gay, was the only survivor of the 30 
aircrew of VT-8. 

• Gay pulled the torpedo release 800 yards from a carrier and 
pulled out ten feet above the carrier’s deck, then his left 
rudder pedal was knocked out by a cannon shell and the 
plane splashed. 

• His radio man was already dead. 
• Gay, only slightly wounded, managed to reach the surface 

as the plane sank, and hid under a floating rubber seat 
cushion to escape the notice of strafing Zeros. 

• Waldron’s men had all gone in and tried to get a hit. 
They achieved no damage, but they had engaged the 
Japanese defence. When McClusky’s SBDs found the 
carriers there were no Zeros barring the way.
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Situation report – 5 June 1942
• After 6 months of defeat and disaster and the destruction of the Western 

Empires in South East Asia the US Navy has won a great victory off Midway 
Island.

• The victory would not have been won without an American intelligence 
break into Japanese codes. The code book has now been changed and the 
Americans are back at square one.

• The extent of the victory is not entirely clear but it seems probable that 
Japanese losses have reduced their strength in large fast aircraft carriers to 
approximate parity with the Americans.

• The extent of the victory conceals the fact that it was a very close run thing 
and there were a number of American tactical disasters and material 
losses.

• Japanese land forces and navy surface forces continue everywhere to be 
tactically superior to the allies.
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George Gay
• After dark, Gay felt it was safe to inflate his 

life raft. He was rescued by a Navy 
Consolidated PBY Catalina after spending over 
30 hours in the water. Of the squadron's thirty 
pilots and radiomen, Gay was the only 
survivor.

• Gay later met with Admiral Nimitz and 
confirmed the destruction of three Japanese 
carriers he had witnessed – Akagi, Kaga and 
Sōryū. He was featured in the August 31, 1942 
issue of Life magazine.

• Following Midway, Gay took part in the 
Guadalcanal Campaign with Torpedo 
Squadron 11, and later became a Navy flight 
instructor.

• After the War, Gay spent over 30 years as a 
pilot for Trans World Airlines. He often 
lectured on his Midway experiences, and 
authored the book Sole Survivor. In 1975, he 
served as a consultant on the set for the 
movie Midway.
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Ensign George H. Gay Jr. (right), sole survivor of VT-
8's TBD Devastator group, in front of his aircraft with 
his rear gunner, ARM3c George Arthur Field, while 
Hornet was in the Coral Sea, c. May 1942.



Joseph Rochefort
• Rochefort had a motto on the wall behind his desk:

• “We can accomplish anything provided no one cares who gets 
the credit.”

• It was good he felt like that.

• Admiral Nimitz credited Rochefort for breaking the codes and 
setting the stage for the victory, and recommended him for the 
Distinguished Service Medal but Rochefort’s rivals in 
Washington ensured that the award was turned down in order 
to claim the success for themselves.

• Rochefort was reassigned from cryptanalysis to command a 
floating dry dock at San Francisco. Rochefort never served at 
sea again.

• Nimitz again recommended him for the Distinguished Service 
Medal in 1958 and again it was turned down.

• In 1983 Admiral Showers who had worked for Rochefort in 
1942 again recommended the award and it was approved. 
Unfortunately Rochefort was no longer alive to receive it

• Rochefort was posthumously awarded the Navy Distinguished 
Service Medal in 1985 and the Presidential Medal of Freedom 
in 1986. In 2000, he was inducted into the National Security 
Agency Hall of Fame
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Edwin Layton
• Layton continued in the service after the 

war.
• In 1951, during the Korean War, he 

assumed his old position of Fleet 
Intelligence Officer on the staff of the 
Commander-in-Chief, Pacific Fleet.

• In 1953, with the war over, Layton was 
assigned to the staff of the Joint Chiefs 
where he was Assistant Director then 
Deputy Director for Intelligence. 

• He retired as a Rear Admiral in 1959.
• Not until the 1980s were many of the 

documents about Pearl Harbor and Midway 
declassified. His book, And I Was There: 
Pearl Harbor and Midway — Breaking the 
Secrets, was published in 1985, the year 
after Layton died.

Edwin T Layton, 
Fleet Intelligence Officer, Pacific Fleet 
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Representative Carl Vinson
• Vinson was the Chairman of the House Naval Affairs 

Committee who instigated and orchestrated the passage of 
the 1934 Vinson-Trammell Act, which authorized new naval 
construction up to the full limit provided by the naval-
limitation treaties, the 1937 and 1938 Acts which were the 
first steps to increase the United States Navy above the 
strength permitted by the Washington and London Naval 
Treaties as well as the 1940 Vinson-Walsh Act (the Two-
Ocean Navy Act), which increased the authorized strength of 
the Navy by approximately 70 percent and authorised 
expenditure of $8.5 billion. 

• The 1940 Act was passed by the House of Representatives by 
a 316–0 vote, after less than an hour of debate, on June 18, a 
few days after German troops conquered France, and only a 
day after Harold Stark, the Chief of Naval Operations 
requested an unheard of four billion dollars from Congress.

• Vinson was elected the Representative from Georgia’s 10th

congressional district on Nov 3, 1914 and served until 
January 3, 1965. 

• At his retirement, that record was the longest since Congress 
first convened in 1789 and included a record breaking 
twenty-nine years as Chairman of the House Naval Affairs and 
later Armed Services Committee.
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Representative Carl Vinson
• On March 15 1980, at the age of 96, 

Vinson attended the launching of the 
ship that bore his name, the third of 
the 82,000 tonne, Nimitz class, nuclear 
powered aircraft carriers. 

• The preceding ships of the class were 
named after Nimitz, the supreme 
commander in the Pacific and 
Eisenhower, the supreme commander 
in Europe and subsequently President 
of the USA.

• Vinson, a staunch segregationist, in 
1956 signed "The Southern Manifesto". 
Other Southern politicians signed this 
in resistance to the ruling by the United 
States Supreme Court in Brown v. Board 
of Education (1954) that segregated 
public education was unconstitutional, 
and that states needed to integrate 
their public schools. 
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USS Carl Vinson enters Pearl Harbor with CVW-11 
aboard with USS Missouri in background



The RAAF
• The RAAF in WW2 was mainly a Labour Hire Contractor for the RAF.
• Before Pearl Harbour the RAAF was conceived purely as a local Maritime 

Reconnaissance force to support the British Navy. As a result the process of 
building an air force with Air Defence and Strike capacity was disorganised 
and chaotic.

• When, after a few aircraft became available, fighter squadrons were 
urgently pressed into action with inadequate training they suffered very 
high casualties. These couple of squadrons did make significant 
contributions in the defence of Port Moresby and Milne Bay.

• Thereafter half a dozen squadrons of light bombers, and single and twin 
engine fighters functioned as components of the 5th US Airforce and shared 
in its victories.

• An equivalent sized force guarded against possible threats to Australian 
cities and communications.

• I can recall no instance during our story of the Australian built Beaufort 
bomber making a useful contribution to the defence of Australia.     
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Australian Military Forces
• Coast Watchers

• The Coast Watchers provided invaluable 
early warning in the sea and air wars in 
both the Solomons and New Guinea.

• ANGAU
• The campaigns on the Kokoda track and 

at Milne Bay would barely have been 
possible without ANGAU, the civilian 
New Guinea administration and some 
planters now incorporated in the military 
Australian New Guinea Administrative 
Unit.

• Local Forces
• The New Guinea Volunteer Rifles and 
• The Papuan Infantry Battalion.
• Took the first shock at Lae and at Buna

War in the Pacific 1943 - ©Jerry McBrien - Wk 27 33

Captain Grahamslaw of ANGAU and Sgt-Major 
Katue of the PIB, October 1942. Grahamslaw was 
at Buna when the Japanese landed.



Australian Military Forces
• Militia

• The 30th Brigade, consisting of 39th, 49th and 53rd Battalions

• The 14th Brigade, consisting of the 3rd, 36th and 55th Battalions.

• The 7th Infantry Brigade made up of three Militia battalions from 
Queensland, the 9th, 25th and 61st Infantry Battalions.

• AIF
• 21st and 25th Brigades

• The 18th Infantry Brigade of the 7th Division, consisted of the 2/9th, 2/10th 
and 2/12th Infantry Battalions.

• 16th Brigade

• 2/6th Armoured regiment.
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12 September - Kokoda
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Jungle Green uniforms39th Battalion in previous issue uniform



Ralph Honner
• Honner joined the militia in 1936 and enlisted in 

the AIF in October 1939. 

• He was given command of C Company, 2/11th 
Battalion and sailed for the Middle East in April 
1940. 

• After a period in Palestine, Honner's company 
fought at Bardia, Tobruk, and Derna before being 
sent to Greece.

• In Greece, Honner commanded his men through a 
series of fighting withdrawals before superior 
German forces. 

• They were evacuated to Crete where the fighting 
at Retimo took a heavy toll on the battalion. 

• Honner escaped to Alexandria, was promoted to 
major, awarded the Military Cross for his work in 
Greece, and began to rebuild C Company around a 
nucleus of veterans.

• He returned to Australia, was briefly reunited with 
his wife, and promoted to lieutenant colonel 
before being sent to Papua to command the 39th 
Battalion, then fighting the Japanese on the 
Kokoda Trail.
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Ralph Honner
• In 1943 Honner was wounded in the hip during the fighting in the 

Ramu and Markham Valleys and, as a result, was discharged from 
the Army in early 1945.

• Following his discharge from the Army, Honner took a position as 
chairman of the No. 3 War Pensions Assessment Appeal Tribunal 
in Perth, where he heard appeals by veterans in relation to 
pension claims. 

• In 1949, Honner moved to Sydney and assumed the chair of the 
No. 2 War Pension Assessment Appeal Tribunal, undertaking the 
same duties as he had in Perth.

• In Sydney, he became involved with the United Nations 
Association and served as the association’s NSW president 
between 1955 and 1957. Between 1961 and 1963, he served as 
President of the Liberal Party of New South Wales.

• Honner retired from the pensions tribunal in 1968, and was 
appointed the Australian ambassador to Ireland until 1972 when 
he returned to Sydney. 

• After his wife became sick, Honner spent most of his time taking 
care of her until she died in 1990.

• Ralph Honner died at his home in Sydney in May 1994, aged 89. 

• At his funeral an unknown Japanese veteran approached his 
coffin, bowed stiffly, then approached the front pew, bowed again 
and presented a letter of condolence to his family. 
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4 September – Milne Bay
• The advance of Corporal French’s section 

was held up by fire from three enemy 
machine-gun posts, whereupon Corporal 
French, ordering his section to take cover, 
advanced and silenced one of the posts 
with grenades. 

• Armed with a Thompson sub-machine-gun 
he then attacked the third post firing from 
the hip as he went forward.

• He was seen to be badly hit by fire from this 
post, but he continued to advance. The 
enemy gun was heard to cease fire and the 
section then pushed on. 

• It was found that all members of the three 
enemy gun crews had been killed and that 
French had died in front of the third gun pit. 

• Corporal French was a 28 year old 
hairdresser from Crow’s Nest, Qld.
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Corporal John French VC.



29 August – Kokoda
• Heavy attacks on all companies (at Isurava) began early in 

the morning (of 29 August). 

• Dickenson, holding Key's right, early beat back a forceful 
sortie. But the Japanese there thrust again with even 
greater determination. Lieutenant Cox of Buckler's company 
came forward with his platoon. He was killed and his 
platoon was mauled. 

• Corporal Bear took charge of his remaining men and was 
reported himself to have killed at least 15 Japanese with his 
Bren gun at point-blank range. But the Japanese still drove 
hard at Dickenson's company. 

• Lieutenant Boddington and 4 men were killed, many 
Australians were wounded, and the attackers smashed 
through the positions which Boddington and Lieutenant 
Clements had held. 

• Privates "Snowy" Neilson and Bowen of Clements' platoon 
coolly stood firm to give the rest of the platoon a chance to 
re-form. 

• Sergeant Thompson led forward a party from Captain 
Rhoden's Headquarters Company which had arrived during 
the morning. 

• Corporal Bear and Privates Avery and Kingsbury of Cox's 
broken platoon insisted on attaching themselves to 
Thompson and fought with him.
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29 August – Kokoda
• Soon after midday the break-through was menacing the 

whole battalion position. 

• Clements drove in a counterattack leading a composite 
group of his own men, Thompson's men and what had 
been Cox's platoon. As the counter-attack moved 
Kingsbury rushed forward firing the Bren gun from his 
hip through terrific machine-gun fire and succeeded in 
clearing a path through the enemy. 

• Continuing to sweep enemy positions with his fire and 
inflicting an extremely high number of casualties on 
them, Private Kingsbury was then seen to fall to the 
ground shot dead. Mainly as a result of Kingsbury's 
action the position was then restored.

• Bear was a 21 year old die cast operator from Moonee 
Ponds, Neilson, 23, was a farm labourer from Albury, 
Bowen, 23 was a timber cutter from Red Cliffs, Avery 
was a 25 year old nurseryman from Prahran. Kingsbury, 
24, was a real estate agent from West Preston.
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Private Bruce Steel Kingsbury VC.



25 December – Buna E
• George Whittington was born Oct 18, 1919 in Kilcoy, 

QLD. He married Constance Greensill on 20 Jan 1940 
and they had one daughter, Pamela. 

• George enlisted as QX23902 on Sept 27, 1941 in the 
Australian Army at Brisbane aged 21 years 10 months. 

• After training at Redbank, he was assigned to coastal 
defence. He was promoted to A/Cpl in Feb 1942 and 
was transferred to 42 Bn, then at Townsville, on 10 
Sep 1942. 

• He and five others wanted to fight the Japanese rather 
than serve in Australia, so they deserted from 
Townsville on 07 Nov 1942, stowed away on the 
"Taroona" which was taking reinforcements to New 
Guinea, and re-enlisted at Milne Bay. 

• He was demoted to Private and taken on strength by 
the 2/10th Australian Infantry Battalion on 15 Nov 
1942. 

• He was wounded in action on 24 Dec 1942. 

• George died of scrub typhus and dysentery on 12 Feb 
1943. 

George, eyes covered by dressing, in 
photograph (by George Silk) led by a 
Papuan native orderly, Raphael Oimbari
near Buna on 25 December 1942.
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The US Marine Corps
• The 1st Marine Division mounted the first American offensive of the 

war when they landed on Tulagi and Guadalcanal in the Solomons.

• This had the effect of attracting large Japanese air and land forces 
away from Kokoda and Milne Bay to Guadalcanal.

• Eventually the scale of the fighting on Guadalcanal caused the 
Japanese command to order the withdrawal of their forces from both 
Milne Bay and Kokoda.
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The 1st Marine Division
• The Divisions’s ranks, rapidly swelled to full strength, divided into two categories. Young, mostly 

under twenty, post Pearl Harbor enlistees formed the vast majority. Some joined because, as the 
recruiting posters boasted, the marines would be the first to fight. None donned the forest green 
seeking safety or comfort. 

• The other group was by contrast small in number, but, like a drop of dye in a gallon of water they 
gave the Division an unmistakeable hue.

• One of their officers, Lt Col Samuel Griffith, described them: “. . . first sergeants yanked off 
“planks” in navy yards, sergeants from recruiting duty, gunnery sergeants who had fought in 
France, perennial privates with disciplinary records a yard long. These were the professionals, the 
“Old Breed” of the United States Marines. 

• Many had fought “Cacos” in Haiti, “bandidos” in Nicaragua, and French, English, Italian and 
American soldiers and sailors in every bar in Shanghai, Manila, Tsingtao, Tientsin and Peking.

• They were inveterate gamblers and accomplished scroungers, who drank hair tonic in preference 
to post exchange beer . . . Many dipped snuff, smoked rank cigars or chewed tobacco (cigarettes 
were for women and children). . . they could live on jerked goat, the strong black coffee they 
called “boiler compound” and hash cooked in a tin hat.

• Many wore expert badges with bars for proficiency in rifle, pistol, machine gun, hand grenade, 
auto-rifle, mortar and bayonet. They knew their weapons and they knew their tactics. They knew 
they were tough and they knew they were good. There were enough of them to leaven the 
Division and to impart to the thousands of younger men a share of both the unique spirit which 
animated them and the skills they possessed”.
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Merritt A. “Red Mike” Edson
• The landing on Tulagi, 

which unlike the landing 
on Guadalcanal was 
violently resisted was 
lead by Edson’s Raider 
and Parachute 
battalions. 

• Unlike their comrades on 
Guadalcanal, they 
travelled light. “Don’t 
worry about the food” Lt 
Col Merritt Edson told 
one of his company 
commanders. “There’s 
plenty there. Japs eat, 
too. All you have to do is 
get it.”
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Between 0725 and 0749, the Tulagi Communication Base notified Rabaul: 
that Tulagi was under bombardment, 
that the landings had begun, and 
that the senders were destroying all equipment immediately. 
At 0800 the Japanese messages said shells were falling near the radio installation.
Ten minutes later, the final message went out: "Enemy troop strength is 
overwhelming. We will defend to the last man.“

For many hours these messages provided Nimitz his only information on Allied progress.



Merritt A. “Red Mike” Edson
• Aerial observation and native scouts piled 

up reports of Japanese landings on both 
sides of the perimeter, and staff officers 
estimated a build-up of some 200 or 300 
well-equipped enemy troops near the 
village of Tasimboko some 18 miles east 
of Lunga Point. Native scouts placed the 
enemy strength at 2,000 to 3,000, but 
Marine commanders doubted the 
mathematical aptitude of Clemens’ 
scouts.

• The raiders and parachutists, 
consolidated into a provisional battalion, 
moved into defensive positions on the 
south rim of the perimeter, inland from 
Henderson field. While they dug in, 
Colonel Edson and his staff made plans 
for an amphibious raid to the east where 
the enemy build-up was reported around 
the Tasimboko area. 
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During a tropical rainstorm, General A.A. Vandegrift 
(left), U.S. Marine commander on Guadalcanal, 
confers with Colonel Merritt A. “Red Mike” Edson, .



Merritt A. “Red Mike” Edson
• The landing was made just east of Tasimboko before dawn on 8 September, and the 

raiders advanced west into the rear of the reported Japanese positions. 

• At 0830 Edson made contact against light resistance, and his advance overran some 
artillery pieces as the battalion advanced slowly against a heavy volume of fire. 

• The colonel estimated the enemy as about 1,000 well-armed and well equipped troops, 
and the force now seemed inclined to make a stand. 

• At about 1100 the parachute battalion reported to Edson and he decided to make a 
coordinated attack against the firm opposition. The colonel ordered an envelopment 
inland by his raiders while the parachutists protected his flank and rear. The assault 
carried the village, but again the Japanese had elected to break contact.

• The village was deserted, but the appearance of the abandoned encampment indicated 
that reports of native scouts had been most accurate. Edson estimated that some 4,000 
Japanese had been in the vicinity until shortly before his attack, that his force had met 
only outposts and rear guards of a newly arrived unit which obviously was preparing a 
strong attack on Henderson Field. 

• Twenty-seven Japanese had been killed. Marine casualties numbered two dead and six 
wounded.

War in the Pacific 1943 - ©Jerry McBrien - Wk 27 46



Merritt A. “Red Mike” Edson
• After marching back from the raid to their 

positions south of the airfield, the Raiders 
and Parachutists waited for a Japanese 
attack.

• In the first hours of darkness on 13 
September, Louie the Louse, or Washing-
Machine Charley chugged over to drop his 
scattering of bombs. About 2100 he let go a 
flare that hung over the field.

• As if in answer, a flare went up from the 
jungle south of Edson, and without artillery 
preparation the Japanese drove a two 
column attack against the center and right 
of the raider-parachute line. 

• Company B's central sector on the high 
knoll caught most of this first assault and 
turned it back, but the other attack column 
found an opening to the west and came 
through to cut off and envelop Company B's 
right platoon. 
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Merritt A. “Red Mike” Edson
• It was the last dominating terrain feature 

south of the airfield.

• Edson collected his men as they filtered 
back and built them up into a line strong 
enough to make the final stand. 

• The colonel and his officers ironed out the 
confusion of setting in the new defense in 
darkness and under fire while holding off 
repeated Japanese assaults. 

• When the withdrawal of the exhausted 
Raiders threatened to turn into a rout the 
commanding figure and vivid language of 
Major Kenneth Bailey brought them up 
short. 

• The enemy attacked more than a dozen 
times grinding themselves into the fire from 
Marine artillery, mortars, machine guns and 
rifles in vain attempts to dislodge Edson 
from his Ridge.
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Merritt A. “Red Mike” Edson
• Merrit Edson, a scant 10 or 20 yards behind 

the firing line, with his uniform ripped by 
bullets at the collar and waist, controlled the 
battle with his rasping voice, exhorting the 
steadfast and excoriating those few who 
wavered: “Go back where you came from. The 
only thing they’ve got that you haven’t is guts.”

• At 0400, with the Japanese attacks still in 
progress, companies of reserve battalion 2/5 
began to move singly through the darkness 
and into positions on the raider parachute left 
flank. 

• Darkness and uncertainty about Edson's new 
location brought confusion to this 
reinforcement effort, but the companies 
succeeded in gaining positions from which 
they aided in standing off the final Japanese 
attacks.

War in the Pacific 1943 - ©Jerry McBrien - Wk 27 49



Merritt A. “Red Mike” Edson
• By daylight (14 September) the attacks on 

Edson’s Ridge had dwindled to sporadic 
sniping, and the disorganized Japanese were 
bombed and strafed into retreat by three 
P400s from Henderson Field. 

• Survivors remaining near the ridge were 
hunted down and killed.

• The Marines lost 97 killed or missing and 222 
wounded in the battles for the ridge. 

• Of the 397 parachutists, who stormed ashore 
on Gavutu in August only 86 were able to 
march off Edson’s Ridge on 14th September. 

• Merrit Edson and Major Kenneth Bailey, of the 
Raiders were awarded the Medal of Honor. 
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Col Merritt Edson



Chesty Puller
• Late in the afternoon of 24 October an observer in the 1/7 lines south of the airfield saw 

a Japanese officer studying Bloody Ridge through field glasses, and a scout-sniper patrol 
reported seeing the smoke from "many rice fires" in the Lunga valley about two miles 
south of Puller's positions on the Ridge. 

• By this time twilight was settling over Guadalcanal, and there was little the Marines 
could do but wait out developments from existing positions.

• Puller's men strained to hear the approaching enemy above the sound of drumming rain 
which lashed the night. 

• Then at 0030 on 25 October, The Japanese came out of the jungle screaming their 
banzais, throwing grenades, and firing rifles and machine guns to strike the left center of 
1/7's line with an assault in depth on a narrow front. 

• Puller called in mortar and artillery concentrations, his riflemen took up a steady fire, and 
the machine guns rattled almost endless bursts down their final protective lines.

• But still the Japanese assaulted, trying to rush across the fields of fire toward the Ridge. 
The attack kept up for 10 or 15 minutes, but finally ground itself to a halt against the 
combined arms of the US. force. 

• Then there was a lull, the Japanese regrouped and came back again, trying to clear a 
penetration with their grenades and small arms. 
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Chesty Puller
• The Marine commander assessed that his men were standing off the main attack of 

Rabaul’s big counteroffensive: and that the force in the jungle to his front obviously was 
strong enough to keep such attacks going most of the night. 

• He called for reinforcements, and division headquarters ordered Lt Col Robert Hall to 
take his 3rd Battalion of the 164th Infantry down the Ridge to bolster Puller’s thin line.

• But the reinforcements had a mile of muddy ridge to cover before they could be of any 
help, and in the meantime the Japanese continued to assault out of the jungle and up 
the slopes. 

• A small group forced a salient in the Marine line to fall upon a mortar position, and 
farther to the front some Japanese worked close to a water-cooled machine gun and 
knocked out all but two of its crew. Marines near the mortar position won back the tube 
from the enemy, and in the machine-gun section Sergeant John Basilone who had been 
braving Japanese fire to bring up ammunition took rescue matters into his own hands.

• As these attacks continued, Col Hall's soldiers began to arrive in small detachments. 
Puller made no attempt to give this battalion a line of its own on his threatened front, 
but instead had his men lead these fresh troops into his line where they were most 
needed at the moment. 
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Chesty Puller
• The fighting was too brisk and the night 

too rainy for any major reshuffling of 
lines. By 0330 the reinforcement was 
complete, and the Japanese attacks were 
becoming less intense. Infantry and 
supporting fires had cut down the 
Japanese force so that each new assault 
was made with fewer and fewer men.

• The Japanese struck at the Marines again 
and again throughout the night. The 
Bushido spirit was unswerving, but the 
flesh could not endure the concentrated 
fire from the combined US. infantry 
battalions, the artillery, and 37mms from 
the neighboring 2d Battalion, 164th 
infantry.

• By dawn the attacks ceased, and Puller 
and Hall began to reorganize their 
intermingled battalions and readjust their 
lines. 

Lieutenant Colonel Lewis B. "Chesty" Puller, USMC, 
Commanding Officer of 1st Battalion, 7th Marine 

Regiment at Guadalcanal (September 1, 1942)
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Merritt A. “Red Mike” Edson
• Edson’s detachment was ashore in Nicaragua during the period February 1928 – 1929. In 

command of 160 hand-picked and specially trained Marines, he fought twelve separate 
engagements with the Sandino-led guerrilla fighters. Here, he received his first Navy Cross for 
actions in which "his exhibition of coolness, intrepidity, and dash so inspired his men that superior 
forces of bandits were driven from their prepared positions and severe losses inflicted upon 
them." A grateful Nicaraguan government also awarded him the Nicaraguan Medal of Merit with 
Silver Star.

• Foreign duty as operations officer with the 4th Marines in Shanghai, China from 1937 to 1939, 
enabled him to observe closely Japanese military operations.

• In August 1943, he was named chief of staff of the 2nd Marine Division, then preparing for the 
invasion of Tarawa. He prepared an estimate of the situation for this operation which proved to 
be surprisingly accurate and has since become a classic in Marine Corps military literature. He was 
appointed assistant division commander of the 2d Marine Division during the capture of Saipan 
and Tinian. 

• Brigadier General Edson became chief of staff, Fleet Marine Force, Pacific. Duty as commanding 
general, Service Command, Fleet Marine Force, Pacific, rounded out 44 months of continuous 
service in the war zone.

• Following retirement from the Marine Corps as a Major General in 1947 he became the first 
commissioner of the Vermont State Police and in July 1951, after returning to Washington, D.C., 
he became executive director of the National Rifle Association.

• On August 14 1955 he committed suicide by carbon monoxide poisoning in his garage. 
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Chesty Puller
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Puller with members of the Guardia Nacional in 
Nicaragua.

• Chesty" Puller began his career 
fighting guerillas in Haiti and 
Nicaragua as part of the Banana Wars.

• In 1919 Corporal Puller received 
orders to serve in the Gendarmerie 
d'Haiti as a lieutenant. While the 
United States was working under a 
treaty with Haiti, he participated in 
over forty engagements during the 
ensuing five years against the Caco
rebels.

• He was awarded his first Navy Cross 
for his actions in Nicaragua from 
February 16 to August 19, 1930, when 
he led "five successive engagements 
against superior numbers of armed 
bandit forces."



Chesty Puller
• After Guadalcanal Puller was made executive officer of the 7th 

Marine Regiment, he served in this capacity at the Battle of 
Cape Gloucester.

• He was promoted to colonel and named commander of the 1st 
Marine Regiment. In September and October 1944, Puller led 
the Regiment into the protracted battle on Peleliu. The 1st 
Marines lost 1,749 out of approximately 3,000 men, but these 
losses did not stop Puller from ordering frontal assaults against 
the well-entrenched enemy. 

• At the outbreak of the Korean War, Puller was once again 
assigned as commander of the First Marine Regiment. He 
participated in the landing at Inchon on September 15, 1950 
and was decorated for leadership and twice for heroism. 

• At the Battle of Chosin Reservoir he famously told his men, 
"We've been looking for the enemy for some time now. We've 
finally found him. We're surrounded. That simplifies things.“

• After tours as assistant Division Commander and Division 
Commander he suffered a stroke, and was retired by the Corps 
on November 1, 1955, with a promotion to lieutenant general.

• Puller is the most decorated Marine in history. Puller's six 
crosses are next in number to the seven times Eddie 
Rickenbacker received the nation's second-highest military 
award for valor.
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Colonel Puller studies the terrain 
during the Korean War.



John Basilone
• Sgt Basilone won the Medal of Honor for his heroic performance as a 

machine gunner in the defense of Henderson Field.

• Basilone had done three years in the army, some of it in the Philippines, 
in the mid thirties and enlisted in the Marines in 1940 to get back to 
Manila.

• After Guadalcanal Basilone returned to the United States and 
participated in war bond tours. His arrival was highly publicized, and his 
hometown held a parade in his honor when he returned. The 
homecoming parade drew a huge crowd and made national news in LIFE 
magazine and Fox Movietone News.

• After the parade, Basilone toured the country raising money for the war 
effort and achieved celebrity status. He appreciated the admiration but 
felt out of place and requested a return to operations.

• The Marine Corps denied his request and told him he was needed more 
on the home front. He was offered a commission, which he turned 
down, and was later offered an assignment as an instructor, but refused 
this as well. 

• When he again requested to return to the war, the request was 
approved. 

• In February 1945, he was killed in action on the first day of the invasion 
of Iwo Jima, after he single-handedly destroyed an enemy blockhouse 
and led a Marine tank under fire safely through a minefield.

• Basilone was posthumously awarded the Marine Corps' second-highest 
decoration for valor, the Navy Cross, for extraordinary heroism at Iwo 
Jima.
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The US Navy Again
After Midway the US Navy, with it’s Commander in Chief leading, again 
took up its position on the right of the line in the South Pacific.
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Admiral King

• In a protest to King and Nimitz on 8th July, MacArthur and Ghormley
had urged that WATCHTOWER be deferred until adequate means 
were available for a quick seizure and rapid follow-up, and sent a joint 
dispatch to Admiral King and General Marshall.

• “The opinion of the two commanders, independently arrived at, is 
that initiation of this operation, without assurance of air coverage 
during each phase, would be attended with the greatest risk …..

• . ..It is our considered opinion that the recently developed enemy 
positions, shortage of airfields and planes and lack of shipping make 
the successful accomplishment of the operation very doubtful”. 
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Admiral King
• King, in a letter to Marshall on 10th July . . . 

wrote:
• “Three weeks ago MacArthur stated that, if 

he could be furnished amphibious forces 
and two carriers, he could push right 
through to Rabaul . . . . He now feels that he 
not only cannot undertake this extended 
operation but not even the Tulagi 
operation.”

• The same day King replied to MacArthur re 
his joint signal with Ghormley about the 
dangers of WATCHTOWER.

• “I can sanction no delay.” . . . “The 
Japanese advance southward must be 
stopped now.” 
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Admiral EJ King, Cominch
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Admiral Halsey
• On 18 October Halsey was appointed commander of the South Pacific.

• Halsey had a good reputation in the service. 

• On Guadalcanal at about 2100 loud cheering burst out in the Signal 
Company bivouac area and spread quickly to other units around the 
command post when the signal advising the change in command came in.

• “Scrappy” Kessing painted Halsey’s slogan up over the fleet landing at 
Tulagi in letters two feet tall.

•KILL JAPS, 
•KILL JAPS, 
•KILL MORE JAPS
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Admiral Halsey

• At a conference in Noumea on 
23 October Halsey asked 
Vandegrift 
• “Can you hold?”

• “Yes I can hold” replied Vandegrift 
”but I have to have more active 
support than I have been getting”

• Halsey nodded and said “You go 
on back there, Vandegrift. I 
promise to give you everything I 
have”

Vandegrift, Halsey and Harmon
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US Naval Casualties in the Solomons
Battle Killed Carriers Sunk Cruisers sunk Destroyers sunk

Savo Island 1,077 4

Eastern Solomons 90

Cape Esperance 163 1

Santa Cruz Islands 266 1 1

Naval Battles of Guadalcanal 1,732 2 7

Tassafaronga 349 1

Lost to Submarines 193 1

Total 3,870 2 6 10

Another 2 Carriers and more than a dozen cruisers and destroyers were damaged so 
severely that they were out of action for months.



Admiral Halsey
• The cost of the War in the 

Solomons to the US Navy was 
dreadful.

• King, Nimitz and Halsey continued 
to commit every usable ship they 
had to the struggle.

• The Japanese never seemed to 
commit their whole fleet.

• The Navy didn’t win many battles 
in the Solomons but after the 
struggle for Guadalcanal the 
Japanese Navy was never a threat 
again.
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Admirals Nimitz and Halsey discuss South Pacific 
strategy in early 1943.



Admiral Halsey
• After the cessation of hostilities, Halsey, still 

aggressively cautious of Japanese kamikaze attacks, 
ordered Third Fleet to maintain a protective air cover 
in the following terms:

• “Cessation of hostilities.
• War is over.
• If any Japanese airplanes appear, shoot them down in a 

friendly way.”

• Halsey was asked about the weapons used to win the 
war and answered:

• “If I had to give credit to the instruments and 
machines that won us the war in the Pacific, I would 
rate them in this order: submarines first, radar 
second, planes third, bulldozers fourth.”

• Asked about his contribution in the Pacific and the 
role he played in defending the United States, Halsey 
said merely:

• “There are no great men, just great challenges which 
ordinary men, out of necessity, are forced by 
circumstances to meet.”
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USS Phoenix
• Navies are made of ships as well as 

men.

• USS Phoenix (CL-46), was a Brooklyn-
class light cruiser, built by the New 
York Shipbuilding Corporation and 
launched on 13 March 1938.

• On 7 December 1941 during the 
attack on Pearl Harbor she was 
anchored north east of Ford Island. 
Observers on board Phoenix sighted 
the rising sun of Japan on planes 
coming in low over Ford Island and a 
few seconds later the ship's guns 
opened fire. 

• Phoenix escaped the disaster 
unharmed and shortly after noon was 
underway to join the cruisers St. Louis 
and Detroit in an impromptu task 
force searching, unsuccessfully, for the 
enemy aircraft carriers. 

USS Phoenix passing the battleships West Virginia 
and Arizona at Pearl Harbor in 1941.
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USS Phoenix
• On 12 January 1942 Phoenix departed San Francisco escorting the "Australian — Suva" convoy, 

the first large convoy to Australia after Pearl Harbor, carrying troops, fifty crated P-40 fighter 
aircraft intended for the Philippines, munitions and supplies.

• Phoenix escorted convoy MS.5 leaving Melbourne 12 February for Fremantle and Colombo with 
troops and supplies destined for India. At Fremantle the aircraft carrier Langley and merchant 
vessel Sea Witch joined the convoy carrying P-40 aircraft, originally intended for the Philippines, 
now intended for Java. 

• The plan had been that on relief of Phoenix by a British cruiser in the vicinity of Cocos Island she 
would escort Langley and Sea Witch to Java. 

• Instead Langley and Sea Witch were ordered by Admiral Helfrich to break with the convoy for 
Tjilatjap, Java and proceed independently to deliver their aircraft. 

• Langley was attacked and sunk on 27 February. Sea Witch successfully made delivery on 28 
February just as the results of the Battle of the Java Sea had sealed the fate of the islands. The 
crated planes delivered were destroyed before assembly to deny them to the enemy. 

• During the following months, Phoenix patrolled in the Indian Ocean and escorted a convoy to 
Bombay.

• In late 1942 Phoenix was a part of Task Force 44 (the Australian Squadron). With her 
accompanying destroyers Helm, Mugford and Patterson, she participated in Operation Lilliput, 
alternating with the Australian light cruiser HMAS Hobart and her accompanying destroyers to 
cover the convoys south of New Guinea. 

• Phoenix departed Brisbane, for overhaul in the Philadelphia Navy Yard in July 1943. 
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USS Phoenix
• Phoenix was then assigned to the 7th Fleet 

and sailed back to the South Pacific. 

• She remained with 7th fleet for the rest of the 
war participating in many land 
bombardments and air defence actions.

• Phoenix moved to the Admiralty Islands to 
support the 1st Cavalry Division in a 
reconnaissance-in-force on Los Negros Island 
on 29 February. General Douglas MacArthur 
was on board during the course of the 
operations.

• On 4 June, off the northwest coast of New 
Guinea, eight Japanese fighter bombers 
attacked Phoenix's task force. Although the 
ship's gunfire did not hit the planes, it 
diverted their bomb runs. Two planes 
dropped bombs, one of which burst in the 
water close to Phoenix, killing one man and 
wounding four others with fragments. The 
ship also suffered some underwater leakage 
and damage to her propellers.

Admiral Kinkaid (left center) with General MacArthur 
(center) on the flag bridge of Phoenix during the 
preinvasion bombardment of Los Negros Island.
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USS Phoenix
• Phoenix saw action against surface forces in the battle of Leyte Gulf. Phoenix was 

a unit of Rear Admiral Jesse Oldendorf's group which annihilated the Japanese 
Southern Force in the battle of Surigao Strait.

• She was attacked again by enemy planes on 5 December and was credited with 
assisting in the destruction of two attackers. Five days later, a kamikaze 
attempted to crash into the ship but was brought down by 40 mm fire when only 
100 yd away.

• Phoenix was en route to Pearl Harbor for overhaul when Japan capitulated. She 
headed home and joined the Atlantic Fleet.

• Phoenix was decommissioned on 3 July 1946

• She was sold to Argentina in 1951 and was commissioned in the Argentine Navy 
as Diecisiete de Octubre (C-4) on later that year. 

• She was upgraded in 1967–68 with new Dutch radars and British Sea Cat anti-
aircraft missiles.

• Renamed “ARA General Belgrano” she was torpedoed and sunk by HMS 
Conqueror, a British nuclear attack submarine, with the loss of 323 lives on 2 May 
1982 during the Falklands War.  

War in the Pacific 1943 - ©Jerry McBrien - Wk 27 69



The US Army
• A platoon of the US 101st Coast Artillery Battalion (Anti-Aircraft) with eight .50 calibre 

machine guns, and Company E of the 46th Engineers of the US Army Corps of Engineers 
were at Milne Bay and played a significant role in the defence of No 3 strip.

• Numerous American Anti-Aircraft, Engineer and Logistics units were at Port Moresby and 
participated in its defence and development as a base and later developments around 
Popondetta.  

• The Americal Division and the 25th Infantry Division took over from the Marines towards 
the end of the Guadalcanal campaign and continued the offensive until the Japanese 
withdrew.

• The US 32nd and 41st US Infantry Divisions fought on the Buna Gona front in Papua. They 
achieved very little measurable progress but they had maintained the siege and 
contributed to starving the Japanese out. Their losses would have been lower had they 
had less irrational orders.

• The Americans had been sent to conduct what amounted to siege warfare with no 
equipment in appalling conditions with orders which completely failed to recognise the 
nature and extent of the opposition. The AIF achieved no more until they were provided 
with artillery and tanks.
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Alexander Patch
• Alexander Patch was promoted to major general in November 1941. 

• After Pearl Harbor, he was sent to the Pacific to organize the reinforcement 
and defense of New Caledonia, arriving there in March 1942. En route he was 
struck with pneumonia, recovering sufficiently to take command of a loose 
collection of units and form them into the Americal Division.

• The Americal Division relieved the 1st Marine Division on Guadalcanal in 
December 1942. 

• In early January 1943, Patch moved up to command of the XIV Corps, and was 
given charge of the entire offensive on Guadalcanal.

• After the Japanese evacuated Guadalcanal Patch returned to the US suffering 
from pneumonia, tropical dysentery and malaria.

• On 15 August 1944 Patch commanded the US 7th Army in operation Dragoon, 
the amphibious assault of southern France.  7th Army fought up the Rhone 
valley and linked up with Patton’s 3rd army from Normandy then fought over 
the Vosge mountains and was in Southern Germany and Austria by the 
German Surrender. 

• Patch’s son, Captain Alexander M. Patch III, was killed in action on 22 October 
1944 while serving as an infantry company commander in north-eastern 
France. 

• In August 1945, Patch returned to the United States to take command of the 
Fourth Army headquartered at Fort Sam Houston, Texas, which was preparing 
for the invasion of the Japanese home islands.

• General Patch was soon hospitalized with lung problems and died of 
pneumonia on November 21, 1945, two days short of his 56th birthday.
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J. Lawton Collins.
• Collins commanded the 25th Division on 

Guadalcanal and New Georgia.

• He then commanded VII Corps on D Day and 
throughout the war in N.W. Europe. VII Corps 
led the break out from Normandy in 
Operation Cobra on 27 July 1944.

• One of the few senior United States 
commanders to fight in both Europe and the 
Pacific, Collins contrasted the nature of the 
enemy in the two theaters:

• The German was far more skilled than the 
Japanese. 

• Most of the Japanese that we fought were not 
skilled men. Not skilled leaders. The German had 
a professional army... The Japanese.. didn't know 
how to handle combined arms – the artillery and 
the support of the infantry – to the same extent 
we did. 

• They were gallant soldiers, though... They fought 
very, very hard, but they were not nearly as 
skillful as the Germans. 

• But the German didn't have the tenacity of the 
Japanese.
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Major General J. L. Collins, commanding VII Corps, 
with Field Marshal Sir Bernard Montgomery, 
commander of the 21st Army Group, and Major 
General Matthew Ridgway, Commanding XVIII 
Airborne Corps, December 1944.



J. Lawton Collins.
• Collins had been the youngest division 

commander and the youngest corps 
commander in the army.

• He became Chief of Staff of the United States 
Army from August 16, 1949 to August 15, 
1953; as such he was the Army's senior 
officer throughout the Korean War.

• Collins was representative of the United 
States to the Military Committee of NATO 
from 1953 to 1954. He was special 
representative of the United States in 
Vietnam, 1954 to 1955, then returned to his 
NATO assignment. He retired from active 
service in March 1956, after almost 40 years 
of military service.

• Collins’ nephew, Michael Collins, was the 
command module pilot of the Apollo 11 
mission in 1969 that put the first two men on 
the Moon.
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General J. Lawton Collins, General Douglas 
MacArthur and Admiral Forest Sherman in Korea 
during the planning sessions for the Inchon 
landings 1950.



Those Who Stood and Waited
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Soldiers don’t decide where to go. They are sent.
Some were sent to theatres of active fighting.
Hundreds of thousands of both volunteers and conscripts spent four years in 
varying degrees of boredom and discomfort guarding against threats that never 
eventuated or labouring at the administration and maintenance of the forces. 
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Rosie the Riveter and Wendy the Welder
• Civilians also marched in the ranks.
• Australians could be conscripted 

into the forces or prohibited from 
volunteering if they were doing 
war work.

• Australian Civilians were subject to 
conscription into the Civilian 
Construction Corps and could be 
forced out of their normal 
occupations into war work by a 
number of administrative 
mechanisms.

• In America eight million women 
joined the work force producing 
the torrent of weapons that 
Roosevelt had called for. 

Women at work on bomber, Douglas Aircraft 
Company, Long Beach, California (1942)
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The US Army Air Forces
• US Army Air Forces defended Darwin when it was under air attack 

and Australia had no fighters of its own

• They provided transport to land supplies at Wau, to drop supplies to 
the Australian forces on the Kokoda trail and later to support the 
attacks on Gona and Buna.

• US Army Air Forces fighters provided air defence for Australian army 
and its supply lines in Port Moresby and on the north coast of Papua. 

• US Army bombers attacked the Japanese Navy and Air Forces at 
Rabaul and finally after modifying their aircraft and changing their 
methods the US Army Air forces won the battle of the Bismarck Sea 
and prevented the Japanese from mounting any further attack on 
Port Moresby or even continuing to defend Lae or Salamaua. 
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24th January - Air
• On 24th January 1942 Captain Paul 

“Pappy” Gunn navigated the 17th

Pursuit’s fighters from Darwin to 
Java in an old twin engine 
Beechcraft.

• While managing Philippine Airlines 
Gunn had improvised a landing 
strip in the Manila cemetery to 
continue operations from a base 
not subject to Japanese attacks.

• In the end he had been intercepted 
by Japanese fighters and forced to 
crash land.

• Gunn had flown most of the 17th

squadron’s pilots out of the 
Philippines in the Philippine 
Airlines’ Beechcraft. 

• Now Pappy and the Beechcraft 
were both in the Army. War in the Pacific 1943 - ©Jerry McBrien - Wk 27 78



28 July - Air
• Gen George Kenney, commander-

designate of SWP Air Forces 
reached Brisbane to assume 
command of the Allied Air Forces, 
South-West Pacific Area on 4th

August.

• General Arnold and General 
Marshall had told him that there 
were about 600 aircraft out there 
and that should be enough to fight 
a pretty good war. They would do 
what they could to help him out, 
but they just had to build up the 
European show first.
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28 July - Air
• In Brisbane he found that "Brett certainly was in 

wrong. Nothing that he did was right.” 

• This he heard from MacArthur's chief of staff, 
General Sutherland, whom he described as a 
brilliant, hard-working officer with an unfortunate 
bit of arrogance combined with his egotism that 
made him almost universally disliked.  

• According to Sutherland 
• ". . . none of Brett's staff or senior commanders was any 

good, the pilots couldn't hit anything, and knew nothing 
about proper maintenance of their equipment or how to 
handle their supplies. 

• He also thought there was some question about the kids 
having much stomach for fighting. 

• He thought the Australians were about as undisciplined, 
untrained, over-advertised and generally useless as the 
Air Force." 

• Kenney heard just about everyone hauled over the 
coals except Douglas MacArthur and Richard K. 
Sutherland.
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General Richard K Sutherland



28 July - Air
• From MacArthur himself Kenney also 

heard all about the shortcomings of 
the air force 

• "until finally there was nothing left 
but an inefficient rabble of boulevard 
shock troops whose contribution to 
the war effort was practically nil . . . . 

• He had no use for anyone in the 
whole organisation from Brett down 
to and including the rank of colonel . . 
. . 

• Finally he expressed the opinion that 
the air personnel had gone beyond 
just being antagonistic to his 
headquarters, to the point of 
disloyalty.”
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3 September – Air, SWP
• Kenney established an advanced 

headquarters—Advanced 
Echelon or Advon—at Port 
Moresby under General 
Whitehead, whom he appointed 
as deputy commander of the 
Fifth Air Force.
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Generals Kenney and Whitehead.
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12th September - Air
• On the 5th of August, 1942, Kenney was 

touring Australian bases.

• At the repair depot at Charters Towers he 
came across Pappy dressed in mechanics 
overalls and supervising a “home-made,” 
clearly unauthorized, installation of a 
pack of fifty caliber machine guns into the 
nose of an A-20 Havoc light bomber. 

• The General was intrigued. 

• Gunn briefed the General on his 
modification and its envisioned use in 
low-level fast strafing attacks. 

• The General liked what he heard and had 
orders cut for the Captain to join his 
personal staff as a “Special Projects 
Officer.”

• In the meantime, he told Captain Gunn to 
stay on at Charters Tower and to have 
sixteen converted A20s ready within two 
weeks. 

A converted A20
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Richard Bong

• On 8 January 7 P38s over Lae at 
18.00 were attacked by 12 or 18 
Oscars and Zekes. 

• The P38s claimed 7 shot down.

• 2nd Lt. Richard Bong claimed 
one, which, after his second pass 
spun down out of control into 
Huon Gulf about 5 miles off the 
coast. 

• This was his fifth credited victory 
making him an ace.  
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Richard Bong



31 January - Air
• The training program during the 

southern summer of 1942-43 was 
focused on low-level antishipping 
strikes. 

• The 90th Squadron experimented 
with its newly received B-25C1. 

• This was the plane that the 
“gadgeteers” of the service 
command, with Kenney’s 
encouragement and the advice of 
the legendary Pappy Gunn had 
modified for strafing. 

• They had taken off the lower turret 
and the tail gun of the standard 
model and had added four 
forward-firing guns in the nose and 
four more in blisters attached on 
either side of the fuselage. 

In addition to these eight fixed forward-
firing guns, the upper turret’s two .50-
cal. machine guns could also be fired 
forward.
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3 March - Sea
• Around 9 a.m. on the 3rd the next Lae

convoy—by now numbering 15 ships—was 
about 30 miles south-east of Cape Cretin, 
and course was altered due west into Huon 
Gulf, with Lae only 90 miles distant. High 
overhead circled an air cover of some 40 
Zero fighters.

• Every available Allied Air Forces aircraft 
attacked, many making two sorties. They 
bombed from high, medium and low levels 
with Flak suppression by Havoc and Mitchell 
strafers and Beaufighters.

• Photo intelligence provided positive 
identification for three destroyers and six 
merchant vessels sunk. 
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Richard Bong
• On 14 April Air controller directed 

8 P38s from Dobodura to search 
for a large formation sighted over 
Goodenough island. 

• 1st Lt Richard Bong was leading 
one of the four aircraft flights but 
all the other three had to turn back 
for mechanical faults and Bong 
became separated from the other 
flight.

• Bong sighted the Bettys just after 
they had bombed, positioned 
himself up sun and fired on the 
trailing bomber, hitting its cockpit 
and port engine. The wounded 
bomber fell away and was set on 
by RAAF Kittyhawks before it 
crashed in the sea. 

War in the Pacific 1943 - ©Jerry McBrien - Wk 27 87



Richard Bong
• Bong was then attacked by six 

diving Oscars but used his P38’s 
superior diving speed to escape 
and go after the bombers again.

• Bong quickly overhauled the left 
hand bomber and fired from close 
range from the left rear quarter. 
The port left side of the bomber’s 
fuselage erupted in flames and it 
suddenly began to descend steeply.

• Bong was credited with a probable 
for the first and a victory for the 
second.

• The victory was his tenth making 
Bong the first official double ace in 
the Pacific theatre.
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Bong’s gun camera footage.



Paul Irvin "Pappy" Gunn 
• Gunn enlisted in the Navy prior to America's 

entry into the First World War and eventually 
served as an aircraft mechanic while learning 
to fly on his own time. 

• Reenlisting in 1923, he was selected as a 
Naval Aviation Pilot. He served in one of the 
Navy's oldest fighter squadrons then known 
as VF-1B, and served as a flight instructor at 
NAS Pensacola before retiring from the Navy 
in December 1939 after 21 years' service.

• He then helped start Philippine Air Lines, 
using five privately owned Beechcraft planes. 
Gunn was operating a civilian air freight 
operation in the Philippines at the start of 
World War II.

• After Japan's surrender, Gunn returned to 
rebuilding his Philippine Air Lines. 

• He died when his plane crashed in a storm 
over the Philippines on October 11, 1957. 
There were no survivors.
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George Kenney
• In a letter to General Arnold on 24th October General Kenney wrote:

• “Tanks and heavy artillery can be reserved for the battlefields of Europe and Africa. They 
have no place in jungle warfare. 

• The artillery in this theatre flies, the light mortar and machine-guns, the rifle, tommygun, 
grenade and knife are the weapons carried by men who fly to war, jump in parachutes, 
are carried in gliders and who land from air transports on ground which air engineers 
have prepared. …

• In the Pacific theatre we have a number of islands garrisoned by small forces.

• These islands are nothing more or less than aerodromes, or aerodrome areas from which 
modern fire-power is launched. 

• Sometimes they are true islands like Wake or Midway, sometimes they are localities on 
large land masses. Port Moresby, Lae and Buna are all on the island of New Guinea, but 
the only practical way to get from one to the other is by air or by water: they are all 
islands as far as warfare is concerned. 

• Each is garrisoned by a small force and each can be taken by a small force once local air 
control is secured. Every time one of these islands is taken the rear is better secured and 
the emplacements for the flying artillery are advanced closer and closer to Japan itself.”
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George Kenney
• In the Solomons attacks by B-17s against convoys had resulted in no more than 1.1 per 

cent direct hits. Maneuvering surface craft defied the bombardiers. 

• Under Kenney's command, the Allied Air Forces in the SWPA developed innovative 
command structures, weapons, and low level tactics that reflected Kenney's orientation 
towards attack aviation. The new weapons and tactics won the Battle of the Bismarck 
Sea, in March 1943. 

• In June 1944 Kenney was appointed commander of the Far East Air Forces (FEAF), which 
came to include the Fifth, Thirteenth, and Seventh Air Forces.

• He was promoted general on 9 March 1945.

• In April 1946, Kenney became the first commander of the newly formed Strategic Air 
Command (SAC), but his performance in the role was criticized, and in 1948, in the 
context of the Berlin blockade, he was replaced by Curtis LeMay.

• Kenney was shifted to command the Air University, a position he held from October 1948 
until his retirement from the Air Force in September 1951.

• After his retirement, Kenney lived in Bay Harbor Islands, Florida. He wrote three books 
about the SWPA air campaigns. His major work was General Kenney Reports (1949), a 
personal history of the air war he led. He also wrote The Saga of Pappy Gunn (1959) and 
Dick Bong: Ace of Aces (1960), which described the careers of Paul Gunn and Richard 
Bong, two of the most prominent airmen under his command.
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Richard Bong
• Dick Bong was a farm boy from  Poplar, Wisconsin, where he became interested in aircraft at an early age.

• In May 1941, he enlisted in the Army Air Corps Aviation Cadet Program. One of his flight instructors was 
Captain Barry Goldwater.

• On June 12, 1942, Bong "buzzed“ the home of a pilot who had just been married. For flying at a low level 
down Market Street in San Francisco, and blowing the clothes off of an Oakland woman's clothesline, Bong 
was reprimanded by General Kenney, then commanding officer of the Fourth Air Force, who told him, "If you 
didn't want to fly down Market Street, I wouldn't have you in my Air Force, but you are not to do it any 
more.”

• In November, while his squadron waited for delivery of the scarce P-38s, Bong was reassigned temporarily to 
gain combat experience with the 39th Fighter Squadron in Port Moresby. 

• On December 27, 1942, he claimed his first victory, shooting down a "Zero", and an "Oscar" over Buna.

• On April 12 1944, Bong shot down his 26th and 27th Japanese aircraft, surpassing Eddie Rickenbacker's 
American record of 26 credited victories in World War I. 

• Soon afterwards, he was promoted to major and dispatched to the United States to see General "Hap" 
Arnold, who gave him leave. 

• After visiting training bases and going on a 15-state bond promotion tour, Bong returned to New Guinea in 
September. He was assigned to the V Fighter Command staff as an advanced gunnery instructor with 
permission to go on missions but not to seek combat. Bong continued flying from Tacloban, Leyte, during the 
Philippines campaign; by December 17, he had increased his air-to-air victory claims to 40.

• Bong considered his gunnery accuracy to be poor, so he compensated by getting as close to his targets as 
possible to make sure he hit them. In some cases he flew through the debris of exploding enemy aircraft, 
and on one occasion collided with his target, which he claimed as a "probable" victory.
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Richard Bong
• In January 1945, Kenney sent Bong home 

for good. 

• Bong got married on February 10, 1945 
and participated in numerous PR 
activities, such as promoting the sale of 
war bonds.

• Bong then became a test pilot at 
Lockheed's plant in Burbank, California, 
where he flew P-80 Shooting Star jet 
fighters.

• On August 6, 1945, he took off to perform 
the acceptance flight of a P-80. 

• The plane's fuel pump malfunctioned 
during takeoff and it crashed and 
exploded. 

• Bong was killed. He had cleared away 
from the aircraft, but was too low for his 
parachute to deploy.
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Hap Arnold
• Hap Arnold was taught to fly by the Wright brothers and built 

an Air Force deploying intercontinental bombers, jet fighters, 
radar, global airlift and atomic bombs.

• He believed in Strategic Bombing and was committed to the 
Beat Germany first Strategy.

• He managed the allocation system for the Allies aircraft 
resources from 1940 onwards.

• He had pushed hard to strengthen the defences of the 
Philippines as war approached, personally supervising the 
dispatch of B17s from San Francisco on December 6, 1941.

• He visited Noumea in September 1942 to see the position in 
the South Pacific for himself.

• He provided enough aircraft and squadrons to defend 
Australia.

• He suffered three heart attacks during the war but continued 
to serve as commander of the USAAF, member of the Joint 
and Combined Chiefs of Staff and commander of the 20th Air 
Force.

• He left active duty in February 1946 and died in January 1950.

General “Hap” Arnold 
Chief of the Army Air Forces
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Hap Arnold
• At the Potsdam conference in July 1945, the American 

Chiefs of Staff gave the approximate dates of their final 
assaults on the Japanese Homeland where they 
expected the most bitter opposition.

• Pug Ismay (photo), Churchill’s chief staff officer, tells 
that:

• “for some time past it had been firmly fixed in my mind 
that the Japanese were tottering, and I whispered to 
General Arnold that they would collapse long before this 
desperate and costly venture had to be undertaken.”

• “I'll bet you $2 they do not fold up this year” he said. 
“Taken” I said. 

• “In the event the Japanese surrendered within a month 
of that conversation and shortly afterwards I received a 
novel paperweight-2 silver dollars mounted in a block of 
polished walnut. 

• It was inscribed: 

• To Pug Ismay from Hap Arnold. 

• Thank God I can pay this now.” 
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• Thanks for your Attention and Encouragement.

• Enjoy the Holidays

• I will be doing something next year at the same time and place. I 
hope to see you then.
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• Good stuff discarded for lack of time and/or marginal relevance.
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Harry Hopkins
• Harry Hopkins was the 8th Secretary 

of Commerce, and President 
Roosevelt's closest advisor on foreign 
policy during World War II. 

• He was one of the architects of the 
New Deal, especially the relief 
programs of the Works Progress 
Administration (WPA), which he 
directed and built into the largest 
employer in the country. 

• In World War II, he was Roosevelt's 
chief diplomatic troubleshooter and 
liaison with Winston Churchill and 
Joseph Stalin. 

• He supervised the $50 billion Lend 
Lease program of military aid to the 
Allies.

WPA head Harry Hopkins speaking to reporters 
(November 1935)
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Harry Hopkins
• Harry started work in New York City's 

Bureau of Child Welfare and worked for 
various social work and public health 
organizations. He was elected president 
of the National Association of Social 
Workers in 1923. 

• In 1931, Jesse Straus hired Hopkins as the 
executive director of New York's 
Temporary Emergency Relief 
Administration. His leadership of the 
program earned the attention of 
Roosevelt, then the governor of New 
York, and Roosevelt brought him into his 
presidential administration after his 
victory in the 1932 election.

• Hopkins supervised the Federal 
Emergency Relief Administration, the Civil 
Works Administration, and the Works 
Progress Administration. He also served 
as Secretary of Commerce from 1938 to 
1940.
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Harry Hopkins
• In mid-1939, Hopkins was told that he had stomach cancer, and doctors 

performed an extensive operation that removed 75% of his stomach. A few 
months after the operation, doctors stated that he had only four weeks to 
live.

• At this point, Roosevelt brought in experts who transfused Hopkins with 
blood plasma that halted his deterioration.

• On May 10, 1940, after a long night and day of discussing the German 
invasion of the Netherlands and Belgium, Roosevelt urged a tired Hopkins 
to stay for dinner, and then the night, in a second-floor White House 
bedroom. 

• Hopkins lived out of that bedroom for the next three-and-a-half years. 
• When the War in the West broke out in May 1940, the situation galvanised 

Hopkins. "the curative impact of Hopkins' increasingly crucial role in the 
war effort was to postpone the sentence of death the doctors had given 
him for five more years".
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Harry Hopkins
• In January 1941 Roosevelt dispatched Hopkins 

to assess Britain's determination and 
situation. Churchill escorted this important 
visitor all over the United Kingdom.

• Gen Ismay wrote “He was as unlike one’s 
picture of a distinguished envoy as it was 
possible to be. He was deplorably untidy, his 
clothes looked as though he was in the habit 
of sleeping in them. He seemed so ill and frail 
that a puff of wind would blow him away. 

• … He was completely selfless, all his life he 
had been a champion of the weak and the 
downtrodden he was now to prove himself a 
fanatical fighter for freedom … 

• Hopkins stayed in England for nearly three 
weeks and spent a lot of time at Chequers. 
The only corner in which he could keep warm 
was the gentlemen's cloakroom and I often 
found him there muffled up in his greatcoat 
sadly reading his papers.” 
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Harry Hopkins
• Hopkins went to Moscow in July 1941 to 

make personal contact with Joseph Stalin. 
Hopkins recommended, and the president 
accepted, the inclusion of the Soviets in Lend 
Lease. 

• He made Lend Lease decisions in terms of 
Roosevelt's broad foreign policy goals.

• On his return from Moscow he accompanied 
Churchill to the Atlantic Conference. 

• Hopkins promoted an aggressive war against 
Germany and successfully urged Roosevelt to 
use the Navy to protect convoys headed for 
Great Britain before the U.S. entered the war 
in December 1941. 

• Roosevelt brought him along as advisor to his 
meetings with Churchill and Stalin at Cairo, 
Tehran, Casablanca in 1942-43, and, although 
Hopkins' health was steadily declining, Yalta 
in 1945.

Harry Hopkins talks with President Roosevelt at Saki 
before setting out to Yalta.
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Harry Hopkins
• General Brooke (photo) the British CIGS was at the 

White House with Churchill when the news of 
Tobruk’s surrender arrived. Roosevelt immediately 
attempted to comfort Churchill and asked what he 
could do to help. 

• Brooke wrote: 

• “As I was walking out of the presidents room 
Hopkins said: “Would you care to come round to 
my room for a few moments talk? I could give you 
some of the background which influenced the 
president in the statements he is just made and 
the opinions he is expressed” I went with him 
expecting to be taken to his office instead we went 
to his bedroom where we sat on the edge of his 
bed looking at his shaving brush and toothbrush 
while he let me into some of the presidents inner 
thoughts! 

• I mentioned this meeting as it was so typical of this 
strange man with no official position, not even an 
office in the White House, and yet one of the most 
influential men with the President. A man who 
played a great and nebulous part in the war as the 
President's right hand man. A great part that did 
him all the more credit when his miserable health 
is taken into account.
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Harry Hopkins
• In 1942, Hopkins married his third wife, 

Louise Macy in the Yellow Oval Room at the 
White House. Macy was a divorced, 
gregarious former editor for Harper's Bazaar. 
The two continued to live at the White House 
at Roosevelt's request.

• Louise eventually demanded a home of their 
own. Hopkins ended his long White House 
stay on December 21, 1943, moving with his 
wife to a Georgetown townhouse.

• He tried to resign after Roosevelt died, but 
President Harry Truman sent him on one 
more mission to Moscow.

• Hopkins had three sons who served in the 
armed forces. His son Stephen was killed in 
action serving in the Marine Corps.

• Hopkins died on January 29, 1946 at the age 
of 55.
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Harry Hopkins
• Hopkins had a major voice in policy for the vast $50 

billion Lend-Lease program, especially regarding 
supplies, first for Britain and then (upon the German 
invasion) the USSR. 

• As the top American decision maker in Lend-Lease, he 
gave priority to supplying the Soviet Union, despite 
repeated objections from Republicans. As Soviet 
soldiers were bearing the brunt of the war, Hopkins felt 
that American aid to the USSR would hasten the war's 
conclusion.

• Hopkins continued to be a target of attacks even after 
his death. George Jordan testified to the House Un-
American Activities Committee in December 1949 that 
Hopkins passed nuclear secrets to the USSR. In 1963 
the FBI concluded that Jordan "either lied for publicity 
and profit or was delusional".

• Eduard Mark (1998) says “Hopkins was not pro-Soviet in 
his recommendations to FDR; he was anti-German and 
pro-U.S.” 
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General Hap Arnold
• In addition to being by nature intensely impatient, Arnold considered that his personal presence was required wherever a crisis 

might be, and as a result he travelled extensively and for long hours under great stress during the war, aggravating what may have 
been a pre-existing coronary condition.

• His extended trips and inspection tours were to the 
• United Kingdom in April 1941 and again in May 1942; 
• the South Pacific in September 1942, 
• North Africa and China in January–February 1943; 
• the Middle East and Italy (where his party came under artillery fire) in November–December 1943; 
• London and Normandy accompanying Marshall in June 1944; 
• Germany and Italy in April–May 1945; 
• the Western Pacific in June 1945; 
• and Potsdam in July 1945.

• Arnold's first heart attack occurred February 28, 1943, just after his return from the Casablanca Conference and China. During that 
trip, Argonaut, the B-17 bomber transporting his party, became lost for several hours over Japanese-held territory trying to "fly the 
Hump" at night. U.S. Army regulations then required that he leave the service, but President Roosevelt waived the requirement in
April after he demonstrated his recovery.

• Arnold's second heart attack occurred just a month later, on May 10, 1943, and resulted in a 10-day stay in Walter Reed.

• His third heart attack, less severe than the first two, occurred exactly a year after the second, on May 10, 1944, under the strain of 
the B-29 problems.

• Arnold's last wartime heart attack came on January 17, 1945. Arnold again was allowed to remain in the service, but under 
conditions that amounted to light duty. He continued to tour air bases in both theaters. Arnold was returning by C-54 from Italy to 
Miami for a checkup when he received the news of the German surrender on May 7, 1945. On July 16 he relinquished command 
of the Twentieth Air Force to LeMay.

• On December 21, 1944, Arnold was appointed a five-star General of the Army, placing him fourth in Army rank seniority, behind 
only Marshall, MacArthur, and Eisenhower. Arnold left active duty in the AAF on February 28, 1946. He died on January 15, 1950, 
at his home in Sonoma. 
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