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9 June 1941 - Syria
ÅAs soon as the invasion began General Catrouxand 

the British Ambassador in Egypt (Sir Miles Lampson) 
each broadcast a declaration to the Syrian people. 

ÅCatroux, speaking for de Gaulle, declared that the 
Free French intended to put an end to the mandate, 
to proclaim the people of Syria and the Lebanon free 
and independent, and to negotiate a treaty to 
ensure this independence.

ÅLampson said that the British Government 
associated itself with this assurance of 
independence, and that, if the people of Syria and 
Lebanon joined the Allies, the blockade would be 
lifted, and they would enter into immediate relations 
with the sterling bloc, and thus gain "enormous and 
immediate advantages from the point of view of . . . 
exports and imports".

ÅAt the end of the first day, however, it seemed 
evident that the "armed political inroad" which 
Churchill had advocated was likely to develop into a 
hard-fought campaign.  
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9 June 1941 - Syria

ÅEarly on the morning of 9th June, the 
Rajputana occupied Sheikh Meskine
and Ezraa, which the enemy had 
abandoned during the night, and at 
10 a.m. the Free French contingent 
passed through on its way to 
Damascus, leaving the Indian brigade 
to guard the desert flank, at Kuneitra,
Sheikh Meskineand Ezraa, while they 
took up the pursuit. The Indian 
brigade had captured thirty officers 
and some 300 men.
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9 June 1941 - Syria
ÅAt 3.15 a.m. on the 9th Glengylewas again off the Litani

escorted by a cruiser and two destroyers. For the landing 
the commando unit was divided into three groups: one 
under Major Keyes was to lead the attack on the position 
north of the river; a second was to cut off this area from 
the north; the third formed a reserve. 

ÅUnhappily a sandbank obscured the mouth of the river 
and, at 4.50 a.m., Keyes' group landed half a mile south 
instead of north of the river and south of the flanking 
company of the 2/16th. Nevertheless they advanced to 
catch up with the 2/16th.

ÅThe river was from 30 to 40 yards wide and flowed fast 
between steep banks lined with poplars. The road 
travelled round the foot of the hills about 1,000 yards from 
the coast and crossed the river on an arched stonebridge. 

ÅNorth of the river the road travelled through flat land 
planted with fruit trees and corn for about 500 yards. This 
flat land was dominated, north of the river, by a steep hill 
about 500 feet in height into which the main French 
defences were dug. 

ÅA few seconds before the attack by the 2/16th Battalion 
towards the bridge was to begin, a scout, who had been 
sent out to reconnoitre, shouted the news that the bridge 
had just been blown up. The plan, whereby one platoon 
would rush the bridge covered by the fire of another , had 
to be scrapped. The only course was to cross in the boats. Australia's War 9 June 41 ©Jerry McBrien Wk 17 7



9 June 1941 - Syria
Å The men of the leading company took what shelter they could from 

heavy enemy fire which opened as soon as the bridge was blown 
chiefly among the headstones of a graveyard near the river bank. 

Å In a few minutes the boat-carrying parties arrived. Johnson decided 
that the river was flowing too fastτabout five knotsτto paddle the 
boats over, and Captain Hearman, his second-in-command who was in 
charge of the boats, a man of uncommon physical strength and great 
confidence, ordered the men to cut the painters from the boats and to 
cut telephones wires from the poles along the road and knot them into 
a long rope. 

ÅWith this rope Corporal Haddy, who declared that he was the strongest 
swimmer, waded into the Litani, and, though hit by a fragment of a 
mortar bomb, swam on and struggled to attach the rope to a tree on 
the opposite bank. 

Å Seeing that Haddywas becoming weak Lance-Corporal Dusting swam 
across to help him, while Hearmancollected volunteers to take the first 
boat over. 

ÅCorporal Walsh and eight men of Lieutenant Sublet's platoon manned 
the boat. All of them, like the remainder of the platoon except the 
commander and his sergeant had come from Kalgoorlie, and had been 
to school together. They had never been in a boat before and each was 
laden with all his gear and 300 rounds of ammunition. 

ÅWith difficulty the men persuaded Hearmannot to enter the boat; 
there was very little freeboard, and the addition of so heavy a man, 
they thought, might have sunk it. 

ÅOnce they were out in the stream the machine-gun fire went over their 
heads, although mortar bombs were bursting on the water. They were 
hauled across without casualties. They landed on the north bank, 
spread out and advanced,bombing French posts concealed in bamboo 
thickets . Australia's War 9 June 41 ©Jerry McBrien Wk 17 8



9 June 1941 - Syria
ÅAs the remainder of Sublet's men crossed, mortar bombs 

were falling among the men on the south bank. One bomb 
killed Johnson and wounded Hearmanand the two 
remaining platoon commanders. 

ÅSublet, the only surviving officer in the company, thenτ
about 6.30τhad his whole platoon plus a few other men 
of the boat-carrying party on the north bank, whence they 
moved briskly through the bamboo and into orchards 
beyond, driving the defenders before them until they held 
a bridge-head about 400 yards in depth. 

ÅBecause the French fire on the crossing place now became 
intense, there was a long delay before more men crossed 
to join Sublet. A second platoon of this company under 
Sergeant Phillips crossed first increasing the number of 
men on the north side to about fifty.

ÅMacDonald had now ordered Horley's company forward, 
and the men charged down to the river at the double 
through the mortar and machine - gun fire. Using Sublet's 
boat Horley led the way until seventy were across.

ÅTwo French destroyers then came close inshore and 
shelled the Australians north and south of the river until 
guns of the 2/4th Regiment began to reply, whereupon 
they made smoke and hurriedly departed.  
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9 June 1941 - Syria
ÅBy this time Signalman Bright, working under fire, had got 

telephone lines across the river. Captain Gaunt, with Lance-
Bombardier Murphy and three other men of the 2/4th 
Field Regiment, had established an observation post 
overlooking the river, and effective fire was directed 
against enemy positions.

ÅEarly in the afternoon, after an artillery concentration 
lasting ten minutes, Horley's two platoons across the 
riverτLieutenant Atkinson's and Lieutenant Elphick'sτ
attacked. The supporting artillery fire, by six 25-pounders, 
was very accurate, and in spite of the fact that the advance 
was over ploughed land offering no cover and against well-
wired enemy posts, there were few casualties. 

ÅOne of those who were hit was Private Colless, who was 
severely wounded while cutting the wire in front of the 
French positions but finished his job. 

ÅCorporal Wieck and Corporal Duncan went forward and cut 
the wire blocking their sections. 

ÅIn twenty-five minutes the West Australians had overrun 
the enemy positions (manned by Algerians) on the ridge 
dominating the river, killed about 30, taken 38 prisoners 
and captured 11 machine-guns at a cost of 3 men 
wounded. 
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9 June 1941 - Syria
ÅHorley decided to work left along the 

ridge against the French posts with 
which Sublet's men were exchanging 
fire. After a brief artillery bombardment 
his men again advanced and captured 
these posts, taking twelve more 
prisoners, a 75-mm field gun, and two 
machine-guns. 
ÅOne of the prisoners declared that a 

fresh company of his battalion of the 
22nd Algerian Regiment was on the next 
ridge, whereupon Horley and Sublet 
(whose platoons were now led by 
sergeants or corporals) placed their men 
ready for a possible counter-attack. It 
was then 4 o'clock in the afternoon. 
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9 June 1941 - Syria
ÅOn the flat coastal strip on the left, Keyes' group of 

commandos had advanced to the river where they 
came under intense fire. Men of Caro's company of 
the 2/16th set out to carry boats forward to them. In 
the heavy fire, which had caused severe lossesτ
about 25 per centτamong the commandos and the 
boat parties, only one boat reached the bank, and 
with it lance-corporal, Dilworth and Private Archibald 
ferried two boat loads of commandos and 
Australians across. 

ÅThere, about noon, they captured a strong redoubt 
commanding the river and took thirty-five prisoners. 
By the middle of the afternoon Keyes and his men 
and one of Caro's platoons were across.

ÅColonel Pedder's commando group had landed about 
a mile and a half north of the riverin the midst of 
well sited French positions. After confused fighting in 
which Pedder and two other officers were killed, one 
party surrendered; another, having captured 
prisoners, worked its way back to the Litanito join 
the Australians. More's group, after landing two and 
a half miles north of the river, was engaged in 
confused fighting round KafrBaddaand finally 
surrendered at Aiteniyeearly on the 10th. 
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9 June 1941 - Syria
ÅAbout 6 p.m. a third company of the 2/16th, now 

commanded by Captain Mackenzie, began to cross. 
When it reached the north bank Horley sent it into a 
new advance to overcome the French posts on the 
western side of the ridge. 

ÅThe men moved off at 7.30, but were soon stopped 
by heavy machine-gun fire which killed one man and 
wounded a platoon commander, Lieutenant 
Langridge; but Horley himself and Corporal Sadleir 
stalked to the rear of the French machine-gun post 
and captured the six men manning it. 

ÅBy dark the attackers had reached the top of the 
ridge at a point about 500 yards south of "the 
Barracks", a large building right of the road, having 
taken seventy prisoners including five officers. 

ÅAt this stage the telephone failed with the result that 
Horley could not inform MacDonald where he had 
got to. He knew that, at 9.30, the artillery would fire 
on the heights in preparation for an attack on a 
position he already partly occupied, and yet he had 
no means of stopping that fire. 
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9 June 1941 - Syria
ÅConsequently Horley withdrew his leading men to 

the foot of the hill, intending to reoccupy the slopes 
next morning. He then hastened back to the 
headquarters of his battalion, where he was told that 
the planned attack must go on. Soon afterwards 
British ships mistakenly bombarded the ridge, 
necessitating a further withdrawal of Horley's force. 

ÅAt 9.30 the planned artillery fire descended on the 
high ground beyond the river; in half an hour the 
guns fired 960 rounds. On the right Horley's force 
reoccupied the positions it had gained early in the 
day. 

ÅOn the left Major Isaachsen'scompany of the 2/27th 
had been brought forward. When two platoons were 
across they attacked into sharp mortar and machine-
gun fire. After a prolonged fight a whole company of 
Algerians surrendered to the South Australians. 

ÅThe river was bridged during the night by the 2/6th 
Field Company under Lieutenant Watts helped by 
eighty infantrymen working as labourers. 
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9 June 1941 - Syria
ÅMeanwhile early on the 9th 

Cotton's company had advanced 
against Fort Khiam, after a sharp 
artillery concentration, and found it 
abandoned. 
ÅCotton moved past the fort into the 

village, but was held at the 
northern end until about 5 p.m. 
when French shells set fire to 
haystacks, causing such heat and 
smoke that they withdrew to the 
southern end of the village.
ÅThroughout the day the 2/31st was 

still held by enemy fire from Khirbe
and west of it
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9 June 1941 - Syria
ÅThe leading troops of the main Free 

French column went through Sheikh 
Meskineon the morning of the 9th, the 
vanguard consisting of marines and 
Senegalese; Lloyd lent them a battery of 
the 1st Field Regiment and a troop of light 
anti-aircraft guns to compensate for their 
shortage of artillery. 

ÅBy nightfall General Legentilhommehad 
occupied Khan Deinounand Deir Ali and 
was in touch with the Vichy outposts.

ÅOn the desert flank Colonel Collet's 
cavalrymen, having followed the 5th 
Indian Brigade to Sheikh Meskine, 
advanced into the volcanic boulder 
country to the east where horses were 
more useful than vehicles.
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9 June 1941 - Mediterranean
ÅEarly in the morning of the 9th the force closed the coast to 

support Glengylein the second landing attempt which was 
successful at the LitaniRiver; after which King stood off to the 
westward. 

ÅThe French flotilla leaders, Guepardand Valmy, apparently well 
served by air reconnaissance, seized the chance to sneak in and 
bombard Australian troops on both banks of the river.

ÅKing heard of this just after 10 a.m. and closed the coast at full 
speed but the French ships had gone, driven off by artillery fire 
of the 2/4th Regiment. 

ÅIn the early afternoon they were encountered off Sidon by four 
of King's destroyers, Janus (Senior Officer), Hotspur, Jackal and 
Isis. 

ÅThe Frenchmen had the advantage in speed and range, and 
Janus, some way ahead of her consorts, at the outset bore the 
brunt of the enemy fire. She received five hits, which killed or 
wounded all on the bridge except the captain, and disabled and 
stopped the ship. She was quickly supported by the others, 
whereupon the French ships retired at high speed to Beirut, 
easily outdistancing the pursuing British. 

ÅLater that evening Phoebe, at the request of the Naval Liaison 
Officer ashore, bombarded supposed enemy positions on the 
northern side of Khan bridge, but the ridge fired on was in fact 
then occupied by Australian troops.
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