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'Dublm 8 Dead
Dug Out Of
:?Rald Debris

| Australian Associated Press

.\ LONDON, June 1.—Dublin's|
mysterious air raid on Frida)
''night caused widespread damage.
|A.R.P. workers were still digging| !
for trapped victims to-day. Twenty-'
"'four bodies have been recovered!
+ 80 far,

The rald was comparable with some
attacks that have been made on
' British towns in the front line, More
‘'than 100 killed or Injured were taken’
''to one hospital. ‘

Damage nnd casualties werd raused |
at Liverpool by German bombers on
Saturday night, Three ralders were
i'shot down.

Planes droned over Dublin for a
:‘considenble time on PFriday night,
. 8huddering bursts of bombs followed
‘lin quick succession. Flames from fires
_imounted high, painting the sky red,

' Antl-aircraft fire added to the din.
‘Flrc-enzines and ambulances raced|
[ throug wreckage-strewn streets.
suums of injured people and bombed-

out families were carried from the
''affected areas.

i/ A bomb fell In Phoenix Park, blaw-
ing out the windows of the residence
il of the President (Dr. Douglas Hyde). l

wws . . ~
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LEADERS IN

Imperial and Free —=
French Advance; |

Offer of Liberty

LATE CITY: WA4AR NEWS

Conebw Hual Samin! Somvns and demraton daarronnd Prom

BRITAIN dramatically seized the initiotive in the Middle East
yesterday. According to Vichy, about 20,000 Free French and
British Imperial troops began to advance inte Syric ot 2 a.m, WIS, Qromstabiilacmtisssil

The invasion, led by the British Commanderin-Chief in Poleatine and| e N Mt Bove
Tronsjordan (Licutenant-General Sir Hancy Maitlond Wilsen!, began
ofter planas had droppad leaflets urging the Fronch Army and Syrian
authorities to colloborots in driving out the Germans, I

“"The operation is pro:oedmg occording fo plan,” it wos announced in
Coiro lost might. “‘{t iz primarily muuded to provent the Germans'
fram using Syria os a base of oporotions,”’

Az the AMisd #roaps craited the tranlier the C der-in<Chiel of the lrni
French Forces in the Middie Bast (General Geerges Catroux !, on behalf of General
de Gaullo onddln amloﬂon with the British G(nmmml otfered Syric and
Leb their indop o

Toa Yichy comacpandat of the Britich Uetod Pron 495 sttt Goactal Dewtx | French High

Cammuasianar for Sprea !, who o periosally cammandag tha u—d trozpe, wehe Ahit heaey fight-

ing hot ciswired i tho Jaed Diugs mosarems, aleng the Fromtier scuth of ":m ida, batwman bayol

frospe and dimident farcex, bet Yichy sfhcals oy thar the d"h ¥15 with French matien troops.

The Wichy comespandant at Pasl) nevar  matilied  Beloes s ul Girac e, x|
Ma Brineh United Prewc tape tivatics—a sgra poant with rh-u- sur dimpet poealnegs, !y--'
that Gansral Oentw  Franch "HIPC U UR

Adlrr ke AR Torces had (il oirs
High Cemminsiease far Syra, s, Manhal Moaie amd Bl A& aatiry mmk;,‘:;(:.l': :.:;.1:'.
~ho i pereanolly commondmg Vie-Trender 4Rl Darkit rarkes e islllisey sl sare.
the Fromch troogs, reparty Ml puauie rarasrnd ad Vicry [ Hotort . B9 Hun€on ULk - erisls
howey Mghtiag o3 etwmad In - Ty clizal spdicamen Lkl wilt Liz Vaby feveramat was)
Wha Jebed Drime  Mounbaime b ba rire 20 Co Tod 00l s tin crabeg b r vepd. et sa
whng rhe  leowticr sauth oF o poauiacie treat o Mlnrfmm,n Wl Aromads Taere: ard
Suwrideh, barwsan Sayal French 325000 el deshocd Liet “Heel=graisd feerre 9] WAL, Waere NS
troaps °"‘ dimident o, Fopes allt heodetotead o el s dases baes Besn. i1 ciRhe o 1_n".
Franca har hald Seda aad scter red.” ldcers 4 = &
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Vader —Livannnl

20 000 ALLIED TROOPS IN SYRIA INVASION

JAPAN'S RELATIONS
WITH E. INDIES
SAID TO BE CRITICAL

V!W YORK, Jung 8.—Tha “critical sitwation™ which

foa arlien betwoon Jepan ond the Dutch Eqsr Indies
will form the subject of @ conference betwien the Jopan-
#se Foredgm Minister |Mr. Matsuoka! ond army gnd novy
officiols te-morraw, says the Teokla corvaepondent of the
Naw York Hycald Tribune,
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O June 1941

Indies Firm Stand

A Batavia message says that the
reply sent by the Netherlands East
Indies to Japan was based on three
main points as follows:—

1. There must be no political interfer-
ence and overtures, direct and other-
wise, to include the Esast Indies in a
new order in East Asia were [irmly
rejected.

2. e E:t Indies will not submit to
economic vassalage.

3. No supplies from the East Indies
mnués: be allowed to reach the enemy
under any guise.

The first reaction of the Japanese
delegates was necessarily one of disap-

intment, continues the message. e

tch have not completely closed the

' |door to tiations, use they have

lideolamd ves willing to continue
3 talks on a reasonable basis with the
i;ob, of de the economic rela-

| Lions between t wo countries.
‘. The leader of the Japanese economic
 delegation (M. Yoshizawa) sald to-dav:
I'*“The Dutch reply Is unsatisfactory on
| certain major points and in view of
my Instructions from Tokio it appears
improbable that an agreement will be
i reached. The onlv chance of reaching
'lan agreement is for Tokio to revise my
o instructions. 1 expect adviee from
|| Tokio within a few days. and mean-
'lwlhlle we are further studving the re-
Hply.” i

bews .. Le L -

Colonel Collet, one of the mos.
recent and most distinguished
recruits from Syria to the Free
French cause, Is reported to be with |
Lieut.-General Wilson's forees, '

German Radio announced yester- |
day that Colonel Collet had com-
mitted suicide. Soon afterwards,

an American newspaperman inter-

viewed the "dead” colonel at Haifa.

Colone! Collet told the journalist, a
New York Times correspondent, that
the French u'oog: in Syria had re-
ceived orders to helpful to German
fliiers If they descended in French terri-

tory.
‘{he Germans, he sald, were refused
ission to land a! the large ris.
ut were given permission to land men
at smaller ports and isolated beaches
Many Prench officers, sald Col Col-|
let, remained f{aithful to Marshali
Petaln because they were held In
norance. The QGermans had con-
many officers that France's sole
salvation lay in collaboration with Ger-
many. The French were not aware
!o{ the extent of American aid to Brit-
ain,

—_— - -——a - aaa - -
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9 June 1941 Syria

A As soon as the invasion_beEgan Gen@atrouxand
the British Ambassador in Egypt (Sir Miles Lampsol
each broadcast a declaration to the Syrian people.

A Catroux speaking for de Gaulle, declared that the
Free French intended to put an end to the mandate
to proclaim the people of Syria and the Lebanon fre
and independent, and to negotiate a treaty to
ensure this independence.

A Lampson said that the British Government
associated itself with this assurance of _
Independence, and that, if the 8eople of Syria and
Lebanon joined the Allies, the blockade would be .
lifted, and they would enter into immediate relations

with the sterling bloc, and thus gain "enormous andnatrfa - N
immediate advantages from the point of view of . . . ﬁ,’q , e
exports and imports™. / W e |

A At the end of the first day, however, it seemed rf i T | *Dgrae
evident that the "armed political inroad" which AN x ST L
Churchill had advocated was likely to develop into af | | P e s ORRAN
hard-fought campaign. D o L - Y

Dusk, 8th June

Australia's War 9 June 41 ©Jerry McBrien Wk 17



9 June 1941 Syria

AEarly on the morning of 9th June, the
Rajputana occupie&heikhMeskine
and Ezraawhich the enemy had
abandoned during the night, and at
10 a.m. the Free French contingent
passed through on its way to
Damascus, leaving the Indian brigad
to guard the desert flank, &€uneitrg
SheikhMeskineand Ezraawhile they
took up the pursuit. The Indian
brigade had captured thirty officers
and some 300 men.

Dusk, 8th June

Australia's War 9 June 41 ©Jerry McBrien Wk 17 6



9 June 1941 Syria

A At 3.15 a.m. on the 9tslengylewas again ofthe Litani
escorted by a cruiser and two destroyers. For the landing
the commando unit was divided into three groups: one
under Major Keyes was to lead the attack on the position
north of the river; a second was to cut off this area from
the north; the third formed a reserve.

A Unhappily a sandbank obscured the mouth of the river
and, at 4.50 a.m., Keyes' group landed half a mile south
instead of north of thé river and south of the flanklng
comﬁany of the 2/16th. Nevertheless they advanced to
catch up with the 2/16th.

A The river was from 30 to 40 yards wide and flowed fast
between steep banks lined with poplars. The road
travelled round the foot of the hills about 1,000 yards fron
the coast and crossed the river on an arclstahebridge

A North of the river the road travelled through flat land
Planted with fruit trees and corn for about 500 yards. This
lat land was dominated, north of the river, by a steep hill
about 500 feet in height into which the main French
defences were dug.

A A few seconds before the attack by the 2/16th Battalion if #X
towards the bridge was to begin, a scout, who had been
sent out to reconnoitre, shouted the news that the bridge Dusk. 8th June
had just been blown up. The plan, whereby one platoon '
would rush the bridge covered by the fire of another , had
to be scrapped. The only course was to:cress imthehoats:zien wi 17 7
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9 June 1941 Syria

A The men of the leading company took what shelter they could from - : *E.-f~i~l,3,~ y

*

he_avP/ enemy fire which opened as soon as the bridge was blown 8 _.@.c;.x{;;é@é;:ﬁ-{
chiefly among the headstones of a graveyard near the river bank. P _.;‘;-?*5;3-‘;:3_&
A In a few minutes the boatarrying parties arrived. Johnson decided i j' I u

that the river was flowing too fastabout five knots to paddle the /) VT 15 zere ™ S
boats over, and CaptaiHearman his secondn-command who was in § =3ar o e
charge of the boats, a man of uncommon physical strength and grea '

confidence, ordered the men to cut the painters from the boats and t
cut telephones wires from the poles along the road and knot them int

laden with all his gear and 300 rounds of ammunition.

g Ir o
a long rope. o Do ?;:-:ff."
A With this rope CorporaHaddy who declared that he was the strongest ,% "_-;‘E-'.-ra.:-};,jg
swimmer, waded into th&itani and, though hit by a fragment of a EELEY i
mortar bomb, swam on and struggled to attach the rope to a tree on éﬁ"-‘* N P
the opposite bank. el
- & I-‘-.\‘_'-'-l:rl-."_l".’“ .:Il -
A Seeing thatiaddywas becoming weak Lan&orporal Dusting swam 5 ”“*'*-:.L'?ﬁe_-jrg_tye g
across to help him, whilelearmancollected volunteers to take the first s
boat over. R .'.;;&_F_,,
A Corporal Walsh and eight men of Lieutenant Sublet's platoon manne S
the boat. All of them, like the remainder of the platoon except the R [ S
commander and his sergeant had come from Kalgoorlie, and had be AN e S
to school together. They had never been in a boat before and each w R Wy ]:"“f e
B e R Y e i v,
s S s

A With difficulty the men persuadeHearmamot to enter the boat; \ ?wﬁjﬁ* Borj ol Haoua T &, i
there was very little freeboard, and the addition of so heavy a man, L e A W LS
they thought, might have sunk it. A woo soo P g YARDS goq HZST zoog

A Once the%/ were out in the stream the machigen fire went over their The crossing of the Litani river
heads, although mortar bombs were bursting on the water. They wert

hauled across without casualtieBhey landed on the north bank,

tsrm;ek%?som Il advancebombing French E&?Egigg%?gl?uqﬁéndj%gépr?%cBrien Wk 17 8



9 June 1941 Syria

Pt

T KalrBidda 3 £ )
. ,,.-;-' ".:-"!F _-‘_._‘{'::55‘
A As the remainder of Sublet's men crossed, mortar bombs T e
were falling among the men on the south bank. One bom g —=da S A Jamipm iy
killed Johnson and woundddearmanand the two L L A Vi L
remaining platoon commanders. = e g ;oo
A Sublet, the only surviving officer in the company, then RN z‘rfﬂgg:'f-‘ FaT R
about 6.3@ had his whole platoon plus a few ofther men ST
of the boatcarrying party on the north bank, whence they T S Vol LRy I
moved briskly through the bamboo and into orchards gy b ST
beyond, driving the defenders before them until they held P P 3 AR Y]
A A
a bridgehead about 400 yards in depth. Sy HfaBeeracks
A Because the French fire on the crossing place now becar e T f,u
intense, there was a long delay before more men crossec : x:-%ji;;;_;ﬁ;;

to join Sublet. A second platoon of this company under T i T Gasmiyd”
Sergeant Phillips crossed first increasing the number of 5 (S o
men on the north side to about fifty. L €,

oK : .-:_'-!"_.:_J_ = _|.|'ﬂ:l. . o

il 5 i

A MacDonald had now ordered Horley's com anc?/ forward,
and the men charged down to the river at the double
throulglh the mortar and machinegun fire. Using Sublet's Y
boat Horley led the way until seventy were across.

.
=y _.-"

. ! aad
A Two French destrayers then came close inshore and \ e d oy Beefaouak & e
shelled the Australians north and south of the river until kA A

E'i. woo  mco ¢ g YARDS nag R gpag
Ty

ﬁ]uns of the 2/4th Regiment began to reply, whereupon
ey made smoke and hurriedly departed. The crossing of the Litani river

Australia's War 9 June 41 ©Jerry McBrien Wk 17 9



9 June 1941 Syria

M

S pKatrBgdda £ )

reli -l ="y

. . . . . e A3r £,

A By this time Signalman Bright, working under fire, had go T e
telephone lines across the river. Captain Gaunt, with Lan g —=da S A Jamipm iy
Bombardier Murphy and three other men of the 2/4th LS (i S
Field Regiment, had established an observation post 2T g FHN SN
overlooking the river, and effective fire was directed —~eT s 2w ]
against enemy positions. N st

i i : o

A Early in the afternoon, after an artillery concentration . ‘i}}gﬂfﬁﬁ#‘f* ;’E;{“’f
lasting ten minutes, Horley's two platoons across the gy b ST
rivert Lieutenant Atkinson's and Lieutenant Elphitk's Sl il
attacked. The supporting artillery fire, by sixRédunders, & ‘ff_-'gm;ﬁ',;g
was very accurate, and In spite of the fact that the advan: i g Rl
was over ploughed land offering no cover and against-we s S (P
wired enemy posts, there were tfew casualties. ““f*f;:-f,,‘;:ﬁ;:a:;ﬁ;a—;‘"ﬁ? ’

: . i i Gasmiye

A One of those who were hit was Privai®llesswho was 3 g:_fﬁ" e
severely wounded while cutting the wire in front of the G -t

French positions but finished his job.

A Corporal Wieck and Corporal Duncan went forward and ¢
the wire blocking their sections.

A In twenty-five minutes the West Australians had overrun

Frmetif A, ey Aot

the enemy positions (manned by Algerians) on the ridge Epo Ao Bogelacuas & @
dominating the river, killed about 30, taken 38 prisoners K o SN N
Ay Koee  sSeg ¢ oo mas  -Fper poon

and captured 11 machinguns at a cost of 3 men
wounded. The crossing of the Litani river

Australia's War 9 June 41 ©Jerry McBrien Wk 17 10



9 June 1941 Syria

AHorley decided to work left along the
ridge against the French posts with
which Sublet's men were exchanging
fire. After a brief artillery bombardment
his men again advanced and captured
these posts, taking twelve more
prisoners, a 7snm field gun, and two
machineguns.

AOne of the prisoners declared that a
fresh company of his battalion of the
22nd Algerian Regiment was on the ne>,__//
ridge, whereupon Horley and Sublet agf
(whose platoons were now led by W

ser%eants or corporals) placed their me %

rea ¥for a possible countaxttack. It
was then 4 o'clock in the afternoon.

The crossing of the Litani river

Australia's War 9 June 41 ©Jerry McBrien Wk 17 11



9 June 1941 Syria

A On the flat coastal strip on the left, Keyes' group of gl _ B o
commandos haedvanced to the rivewhere they (i R
came under intense fire. Men of Caro's company of Ll -l (O ¥ |
the 2/16th set outto carry boats forwardo them. In
the heavy fire, which had caused severe losses
about 25 per cermt among the commandos and the
boat parties, only one boat reached the bank, and
with it lancecorporal, Dilworth and Private Archibalc
ferried two boat loads of commandos and
Australians across.

A There, about noon, they catptured_a strong redoubt
commanding the river and took thirtfyve prisoners.
By the middle of the afternoon Keyes and his men
and one of Caro's platoons were across.

A Colonel Pedder's commando group had landedut

ko

a mile and a half north of the riven the midst of |
well sited French positions. After confused fighting | N F =3
which Pedder and two other officers were killed, on T S
party surrendered; another, having captured \ _wﬁf@’_‘; Bor el Hooua * ¥ SPEAEG

risoners, worked its way b N RN R e

- 1 u H:i' [k ) 5 5y o 11 I S Fia ]
ewas engaged In The crossing of the Litani river

contused Ti mg% roun&airBaddaand finally
surrendered atAiteniyeearly on the 10th.

Australia's War 9 June 41 ©Jerry McBrien Wk 17 12



9 June 1941 Syria

A About 6 p.m. a third company of the 2/f6now G B e
commanded by Captain Mackenzie, began to cross A vy
When it reachéd the north bank Horley sent it into € A O BN
new advance to overcome the French posts on the A5 wNEeE
western side of the ridge. TN e

— o GRSl

A The men moved off at 7.30, but were soon stopped ui,_%ﬁ*f: o

i TSt Lk | : = _:;‘L

by heavy machingun fire which killed one man and
wounded a platoon commander, Lieutenant _
Langridge; but Horley himself and Corporal Sadleir
stalked to the rear of the French machigan post

| - & ) W
i '_-.j .."\. ."__ d
LS EL Quasta #‘:x‘h it

e T ingly
-.‘_-.".‘- 1"‘_.* .-ﬂ'bll Lo '-._""-I-.lt j
r - ] B = .

and captured the six men manning it. :

A By dark the attackers had reached the top of the =
ridge at a point about 500 yards south'tiie _ { .
Barracks"a large building right of the road, having oy S
taken seventy prisoners including five officers. _ iy

A At this stage the telephone failed with the result tha ./ 2 E N, ek e
Horley could not inform MacDonald where he had & ,@rﬂf .
got to. He knew that, at 9.30, the artillery would fire t. ST g o s My O,
on the heights in Cs)reparatlon for an attack on a i SO N o,
position he already partly occupied, and yet he had i oo lseo B g YARDS oo 35 saan
no means of stopping that fire. The crossing of the Litani river

Australia's War 9 June 41 ©Jerry McBrien Wk 17 13



9 June 1941 Syria

A Consequently Horley withdrew his leading men to L N N
the foot of the hill, intending to reoccupy the slopes . £ g eI
next morning. He then hastened back to the Pedder Bl A (O Y BN
headquarters of his battalion, where he was told the i oS _f,zm gy

ks T

the planned attack must go on. Soon afterwards
British ships mistakenly bombarded the ridge,
necessitating a further'withdrawal of Horley's force.

A At 9.30 the planned artillery fire descended on the
high ground beyond the river; in half an hour the
guns fired 960 rounds. On the right Horley's force

—_—y

1 3 K [
o =i - gl
I"e‘.-' Elﬂuut!u-‘-:u" -q,*v.-"h St

(rjeoccupied the positions it had gained early in the -
ay. n} -
A On the left Majorlsaachsen'sompany of the 2/27th
had been brought forward. When two platoons Were keyes//# >N S
across they attacked into sharp mortar and machine 2 Lty
un fire. After a prolonged fight a whole company o e
Igerians surrendered to the South Australians. N L s
A The river was bridgeduring the night by the 2/6th y ﬁfhm,fu éﬂ*-a*
Field Company under Lieutenant Watts helped by gl U\ A 8,
eighty infantrymen working as labourers. @5 oo s Fr g YARDS oo FZS 2000

The crossing of the Litani river
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9 June 1941 Syria

AMeanwhile early on the 9th e e
Cotton's company had advanced sl P Al
against Forkhiam after a sharp i
artillery concentration, and found i
abandoned. y 2

Mk, *Hassaniye

ACotton moved past the fort intthe = NSy
wllage but was held at the Y /R, VAl Py
northern end until about 5 p.m. MY ororend N Nt Quan s 1 dinand

when French shells set fire to [ resaiye . ONT TN GRS 2

haystacks, causing such heat and oo Syt

smoke that they withdrew to the S eanges e {

southern end of the village. ) b /

IR

i " : Pl ™ i 5

o Kafr Badda ",‘Hﬂ};h Habatiys el Foga +y
| P ; S e N s i
ElQuasta,. o 3 "} = Kafr Tipnite s~ oo

. S i 5

AThroughout the day the 2/31st wa: )" Y

W il f
S M T T
_._.-"'"r 'h?""‘". X

y Oasmiye” ud o S Ny, &, v
still held by enemy fire frorKhirbe 7/ oSS0l enatrsino ", IRACHS, ohie

1'..51:"' e S T

and west of it eI T i o Pt
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9 June 1941 Syria

i

F

AThe leading troops of the main Free )‘i
French column went throug8heikh d
Meskineon the morning of the 9th, the
vanguard conS|st|n? of marines and
Senegalese; Lloyd lent them a battery of
the 1st Field Regiment and a troap of lig|
anti-aircraft guns to compensate for their
shortage of artillery.

ABYy nightfall. Generdlegentilhommehad
occupiedkhanDeinounand Deir Aliand o
was In touch with the Vichy outposts.

l
AOn the desert flank Colonel Collet's A
cavalrymen, having followed the 5th £
Indian Brigad H:; Je
r utme

ere horses were i I

more usetul than vehicles. / N -, -
,.-"'F E:'ll.'l.l'.l'rrﬂ;i_huu:-l;.

= O
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9 June 1941 Mediterranean ~ * * " '

A Early in the mornin%of the 9th the force closed the coast to
supportGlengylen the second landing attempt which was Y. -
succtessgul at theitaniRiver; after which King stood off to the 7% @
westward.

A The French flotilla leader§uepardand Valmy apparently well
served by air reconnaissance, seized the chance to sheakina .
bombard Australian troops on both banks of the river. L

A King heard of this just after 10 a.m. and closed the coast at full €YPRUS %
s?eed but the French ships had gone, driven off by artillery fire f
of the 2/4th Regiment.

A In the early afternoon they were encountered off Sidon b)&four
Iof_ King's destroyers, Janus (Senior Officer), Hotspur, Jackal ar &+
Sis. Y

A The Frenchmen had the advantage in speed and range, and
Janus, some way ahead of her consorts, at the outset bore the
brunt of the enemy fire. She received five hits, which killed or
wounded all on the bridge except the captain, and disabled an
stopped the ship. She was quickly supported by the others, ¢
whereupon the French ships retired at high speed to Beirut,
easily outdistancing the pursuing British.

A Later that evening Phoebe, at the request of the Naval Liaison =~ _.we""
Officer ashore, bombarded supposed enemy positions on the ® 3
northern side of Khan bridge, but the ridge fired on was in fact
then occupied by Australian troops.







