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tǳǘƛƴΩǎ ²ŀǊǎ
ÅPutin came to power as 

President at the end of 1999. 
Since then he has fought 5 wars:

ÅSecond Chechen War

ÅRusso-Georgian War

ÅRusso-Ukrainian War

ÅRussian military Intervention in 
the Syrian Civil War

ÅCentral African Republic Civil 
War Putin with President Boris Yeltsin on 31 

December 1999, when Yeltsin announced his 
resignation.
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Second Chechen War
ÅMajor combat phase:
Å26 August 1999 ς31 May 2000

ÅInsurgency phase:
Å1 June 2000 ς16 April 2009

ÅLocation
ÅNorth Caucasus, mainly Chechnya and 

Dagestan
ÅParts of Georgia
ÅSuicide attacks across Russia

ÅResult
ÅRussian victory
ÅRussia regained control over 

Chechnya, which had achieved de 
facto independence in the first 
Chechen War
ÅLow-level insurgency until 2017
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Second Chechen War
ÅIn August 1999, Islamist fighters from 

Chechnya infiltrated Russia's Dagestan region, 
declaring it an independent state and calling 
for holy war. 

ÅDuring the initial campaign, Russian military 
and pro-Russian Chechen paramilitary forces 
faced Chechen separatists in open combat 
and seized the Chechen capital Grozny after a 
winter siege that lasted from December 1999 
until February 2000. 

ÅRussia established direct rule over Chechnya 
in May 2000 although Chechen militant 
resistance throughout the North Caucasus 
region continued to inflict heavy Russian 
casualties and challenge Russian political 
control over Chechnya for several years. Both 
sides carried out attacks against civilians.

ÅRussian casualties are around 7,500 (official 
Russian casualty figures) or about 14,000 
according to the Committee of Soldiers' 
Mothers. Unofficial sources estimate a range 
of 25,000 to 50,000 dead or missing, mostly 
Chechen civilians.

Grozny, the capital city of Chechnya, in March 
1995 during the Second Russo-Chechen War
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Russo-Georgian War
ÅThe Russo-Georgian War was a war between 

Georgia, Russia and the Russian-backed self-
proclaimed republics of South Ossetia and 
Abkhazia. The war took place in August 2008 
following a period of worsening relations 
between Russia and Georgia, both formerly 
constituent republics of the Soviet Union.

ÅFollowing the election of Putin and a pro-
Western change of power in Georgia in 2003, 
relations between Russia and Georgia began 
to deteriorate, reaching a full diplomatic crisis 
by April 2008. From 1 August 2008, South 
Ossetian separatists shelled Georgian villages, 
with a sporadic response from Georgian 
troops in the area.

ÅOn the evening of 7 August 2008 a new wave 
of South Ossetian attacks on Georgian villages 
occurred. This triggered the Georgian 
government into "restoring the constitutional 
order", and sending the Georgian Army to the 
South Ossetian conflict zone. Georgian troops 
took control of most of Tskhinvali, a separatist 
stronghold, in hours.
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Russo-Georgian War
ÅRussia accused Georgia of "aggression against 

South Ossetia", and launched a full-scale land, air 
and sea invasion of Georgia on 8 August which 
Russia called a "peace enforcement" operation. 
Russian and South Ossetian forces fought Georgian 
forces in and around South Ossetia for several 
days, until Georgian forces retreated.

Å Russian and Abkhaz forces opened a second front 
by attacking the Kodori Gorge held by Georgia. 
Russian naval forces blockaded part of the 
Georgian coast. The Russian air force attacked 
targets beyond the conflict zone, in undisputed 
parts of Georgia.

ÅThe South Ossetians destroyed most ethnic 
Georgian villages in South Ossetia and were 
responsible for an ethnic cleansing of Georgians. 
Russia recognised the independence of Abkhazia 
and South Ossetia from Georgia on 26 August and 
the Georgian government severed diplomatic 
relations with Russia. Russia mostly completed its 
withdrawal of troops from undisputed parts of 
Georgia on 8 October.

ÅRussian international relations were largely 
unharmed.
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Russo-Georgian War
ÅThe failure of the Western security 

organisations to react swiftly to Russia's 
attempt to violently revise the borders of 
Georgia, an OSCE (Organization for Security 
and Co-operation in Europe) country, revealed 
its deficiencies. 

ÅThe division between Western European and 
Eastern European states also became 
apparent over the relationship with Russia. 

ÅUkraine and other ex-Soviet countries 
received a clear message from the Russian 
leadership that the possible accession to 
NATO would cause a foreign incursion and the 
break-up of the country. 

ÅEffective takeover of Abkhazia was also one of 
Russia's geopolitical goals. 

ÅThe construction of the EU-sponsored 
Nabucco pipeline linking Europe with Central 
Asian reserves through Transcaucasia was 
averted.

BTC pipeline (green) and planned Nabucco gas 
pipeline (tangerine)
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Russo-Ukrainian War
Å In November 2013, a wave of large-scale protests erupted in 

response to President Yanukovych's sudden decision not to 
sign a political association and free trade agreement with the 
European Union, instead choosing closer ties to Russia and 
the Eurasian Economic Union. 

Å The Ukrainian parliament had overwhelmingly approved of 
finalizing the agreement with the EU. 

ÅRussia had put pressure on Ukraine to reject it. These 
protests continued for months and their scope widened, with 
calls for the resignation of Yanukovych and the Azarov 
Government. Protesters opposed what they saw as 
widespread government corruption and abuse of power, the 
influence of oligarchs, police brutality, and violation of 
human rights in Ukraine. Repressive anti-protest laws fuelled 
further anger.

Å In early 2014, clashes in Kyiv between protesters and special 
riot police resulted in the deaths of 108 protesters and the 
wounding of many more. 

ÅOn 21 February, an agreement between President 
Yanukovych and the leaders of the parliamentary opposition 
was signed that called for early elections and the formation 
of an interim unity government. The following day, police 
withdrew from central Kyiv, which came under effective 
control of the protesters. 

Å Yanukovych fled the city and then the country. That day, the 
Ukrainian parliament voted to remove Yanukovych from 
office by 328 to 0. The ejection of  Yanukovych is referred to 
as the Revolution of Dignity.

Pro-European Union protesters in Kyiv, December 
2013.
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Russo-Ukrainian War
ÅFollowing the removal of 

Yanukovych on 22 February 2014, 
pro-Russian unrest erupted in parts 
of Ukraine.
ÅRussian soldiers without insignia 

took control of strategic positions 
and infrastructure in the Ukrainian 
territory of Crimea. (Russian forces 
particularly the Black Sea Fleet 
remained based in Crimea after the 
break up of the Soviet Union.)
ÅUnmarked Russian troops seized 

the Crimean Parliament and Russia 
organized a widely-criticised 
referendum, whose outcome was 
for Crimea to join Russia. It then 
annexed Crimea. 

The blockade of military units of the Armed Forces of 
Ukraine during the capture of Crimea by Russia in 
FebruaryςMarch 2014
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