The War in North Africa
8 to 22 November 1942
A day’s march nearer home
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Command – 21 July
• In July 1942 a fourth member was added to the
Joint Chiefs, Admiral William D. Leahy, as Chief of
Staff to the President. Leahy had retired as Chief
of Naval Operations in August 1939, then served
as Governor of Puerto Rico 9/39 to 11/40 and
Ambassador to Vichy France 1/41 to 6/42.
• His task in France Leahy later recalled "was to
keep the French on our side in so far as possible".
His recall to the United States was finally
prompted by the formation of a new government
in Vichy under the pro-Axis Pierre Laval on April
18.
• On July 21, Leahy was recalled to active duty. He
resigned as Ambassador to France and was
appointed Chief of Staff to the Commander in
Chief of the Army and Navy.
• Roosevelt had the Map Room constructed in the
White House where large maps showed the
progress of the war. Only Leahy and Hopkins had
unrestricted access to the Map Room; everyone
else had to be accompanied by Leahy or Hopkins
or be given special permission to enter.

Leahy (r) pays a farewell call on French Chief of
State Marshal Philippe Pétain (l) on April 27,
1942.
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Desert – 24 July
• In June the Germans began to use a few unarmed,
pressurized Ju.86’s capable of flying at over 45,000
feet for reconnaisance.
• An answer was eventually found in the tactical
combination of two specially stripped-down (and
'hotted up') Spitfires. One of these was left with
armour, R/T and four machine-guns, the other with
no armour, no R/T and only two machine-guns.
• The technique was for No. 1 to guide No. 2 within
visual range of the enemy; for No. 2 then to climb to
the level of the Ju.86 and direct its fire at the latter's
engines; and for No. 1 to wait below and if necessary
finish off the winged bird.
• The first victory-- a solo effort--was obtained at
49,000 feet on 24th August by Flying Officer
Reynolds, the chief test pilot at No. 103
Maintenance Unit.
A Ju 86P high-altitude reconnaissance aircraft, with
• Only five more Ju.86 sorties were reported—of
pressurized fuselage, no armament, a crew of two
which two were shot down.
and Jumo 207 turbocharged diesel powerplants.
• The last of the raiders was also engaged by Reynolds.
In pursuit of this final intruder he had to fly above
45,000 feet in an iced-up aircraft for more than an
hour, and finally, faint and half paralysed, summon
up his last ounce of strength to press the gun
button.
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Dieppe – 19 August
• On 19 August 1942 over 6,050 infantry,
predominantly Canadian, supported by a
regiment of tanks, landed on the Germanoccupied port of Dieppe in northern France
from a naval force protected by RAF
fighters.
• The port was to be captured and held for a
short period, to test the feasibility of a
landing and to gather intelligence.
• Aerial and naval support was insufficient to
enable the ground forces to achieve their
objectives; the tanks were trapped on the
beach and the infantry was largely
prevented from entering the town by
obstacles and German fire.
• Within ten hours, 3,623 of the 6,086 men
who landed had been killed, wounded or
become prisoners of war. The RAF lost 106
aircraft against 48 German losses. The
Royal Navy lost 33 landing craft and a
destroyer.

Landing craft on fire, Canadian dead in the
foreground. A concrete gun emplacement on the
right covers the beach; the steep gradient can clearly
be seen.
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Milne Bay - 26 August
• Milne Bay
• No naval defence existed so
arrangements were made to patrol the
bay with the R.A.A.F. tender to give early
warning of the entrance of hostile ships.
Just after midnight on the 25/26 the crew
of the tender reported that they had
sighted four ships in the bay at 11.40
p.m., eleven miles east of Gili Gili jetty.
• Heavy gunfire was heard in the bay at 2
a.m. on the 26th, and again at 5.30 a.m.
• Soon after midnight on 25/26 August
news began to come through from the
61st Battalion. Captain Bicks' company
was reported to be engaging Japanese at
K.B. Mission.
• Pacific
• Unopposed Japanese landings were made
on Ocean Island, on August 26th. The six
Europeans on the island were murdered
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Desert – 30 August
• The 10th Armoured Division had
been refitting in the Nile Delta
with General Grant tanks with the
effective 75 mm main gun and
would reinforce the Alam El Halfa
position when available. Most of
the 8th Armoured Brigade had
arrived by 30 August and took
post to manoeuvre on the left of
22nd Armoured Brigade and on
the flank of the enemy's expected
advance.

British M3 Grant (left) and Lee (right) at El Alamein,
1942, showing differences between the British
turret, modified to British requirements to place the
radio next to the commander, and the original
design.
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Desert – 3 & 4 September
• Operation Beresford began at 22:30 on
3. September.
• The attack was a costly failure; the
Valentines of the 46th RTR got lost in
the dark and ran onto a minefield
where twelve were knocked out.
• The vigorous Axis defence suggested to
Freyberg that another attack was
unlikely to succeed and he advised
that the troops should be withdrawn
from their very exposed positions and View into Valentine turret of crew loading the 2the operation called off. Montgomery pounder gun
and Horrocks agreed and the troops
were withdrawn on the night of 4
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Desert – 5 September
• The Afrika Korps retired from Alam
Halfa unhindered, except for attacks by
the Desert Air Force, which flew 957
sorties in 24 hours.
• By 5 September, the Axis units were
back almost on their starting positions
and the battle was over.
• Montgomery didn’t want his tanks
wasted on futile attacks against
Rommel's anti-tank screen, something
that had frequently happened in the
past, handing the initiative to the Axis
forces.
• Rommel complained to Kesselring, "The
swine isn't attacking!"
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Milne Bay – 7 September
• Milne Bay
• Finding themselves heavily
outnumbered, lacking supplies
and suffering heavy casualties,
the Japanese withdrew their
forces from Milne Bay, with
fighting coming to an end on 7
September 1942.
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New Guinea – 26 September 1942
• The Japanese advanced to within
sight of Port Moresby but
withdrew on 26 September.
• They had outrun their supply line
and had been ordered to withdraw
in consequence of reverses
suffered at Guadalcanal.
• The Australian pursuit encountered
strong opposition and suffered
heavy casualties from wellprepared positions around
Templeton's Crossing and Eora
Village from 11 to 28 October and
around Oivi and Gorari from 4 to
11 November.
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Russia – 11 September
• On 11 September 1942, General Vasily
Ivanovich Chuikov was summoned to South
Western Front Headquarters to discuss the
defense of Stalingrad. In a meeting with South
Western Front Commander Lieutenant
General Andrey Yeryomenko and Commissar
Nikita Khrushchev, Chuikov was appointed as
commander of 62nd Army and charged with
the defense of the city of Stalingrad itself,
directly on the western bank of the Volga
River.
• “We immediately began to take the harshest
possible actions against cowardice. On the
14th (September) I shot the commander and
commissar of one regiment, and a short while
later I shot two brigade commanders and
their commissars. This caught everyone off
guard. We made sure news of this got to the
men, especially the officers. If you go down to
the Volga, they said, then you’ll find Army HQ
right ahead of you. And so they went back to
their places. If I’d gone across the Volga
myself, they’d have shot me when I got
ashore, and they’d have been right.”
V.I.Chuikov

Chuikov second from left at the 62nd Army command
post in Stalingrad in December 1942.
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October 1942
• The force which Tedder disposed on the eve of El Alamein
was very different from the attenuated body he had taken
over in May 1941.
• In Malta, under Park, there were eight squadrons;
• in the Desert Air Force, under Coningham, twenty-nine;

• in No. 201 Group, under Lloyd, seventeen;
• in No. 205 Group, eight;
• in A.H.Q. Egypt, four.
• In addition there were a few units directly under the
Command Headquarters--and there were the Americans.

• Of the total of ninety-six operational Allied squadrons in the
Middle East sixty (with the Fleet Air Arm squadrons) were
British, thirteen American, thirteen South African, five
Australian, one Rhodesian, two Greek, one French and one
Yugoslav; and a large proportion of the aircrews in the British
squadrons came from the Dominions.
• The entire force totalled over 1,500 first-line aircraft, of
which some 1,200 were based in Egypt and Palestine.
• Photo: Tedder, AOCinC, Middle East Forces.

War in North Africa ©Jerry McBrien 2022 - week 6

12

Alamein - 4 November
• The 1st Battalion was still under command of the 22nd
armoured brigade. On the 4th of November they moved off at
first light and after a sticky start they found themselves going
due West across the open desert at last clear the Alamein
minefields and congestion.
• They continued moving until midday when large parties of
Italians were met who were apparently prepared to fight. The
tanks knocked out 6 M13 tanks and an 88 millimetre gun, the
motor companies collected some prisoners and the advance
continued.
• The course steered by the division was parallel to but well
South of the rest of the army who were moving along or just
South of The main coast road.
• General Harding had long experience of these campaigns. He
made his way due West with as little deviation as his orders
allowed. From the moment he left the outskirts of Alamein he
aimed at Bardia, but his division had not been intended for
the pursuit and had no special supply echelons attached. The
problem of petrol was soon to be a serious one.
• The Rifle Brigade in the Second World War

• Photo: Major General Harding, GOC 7th Armoured Division.
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Alamein - 5 November
• On the 5th of November the
battalion made good progress
covering 58 miles during the day
the motor companies had to
escort some thousand prisoners
to the rear.
• The Rifle Brigade in the Second World War
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Alamein - 6 November
• On the 6th the advance continued until the
battalion was a few thousand yards east of the
track which runs due South from Maaten
Bagush on the coast. Here the remnants of the
15th and 21st Panzer divisions, a collection of
Mark IV tanks, Mark III specials and 88
millimetre guns was drawn up across the track
presumably with orders to halt the division,
whose left hook threatened to cut off the main
body of the enemy moving along the road.
• As the firing began it started to rain steadily,
which was to our advantage since it denied the
enemy the advantage, usual in Africa, of
having the light behind them in the evening.
The two leading armoured regiments with
their motor companies engaged the enemy
frontally. The third regiment was in reserve.
On the right flank the antitank guns and
machine guns of the 1st Battalion prevented
any enemy move round towards our rear and
were able to have a good shoot onto the track
running north from the enemy position.
• The Rifle Brigade in the Second World War
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Alamein - 6 November
• The field guns, Brigade Headquarters with
Brigadier Roberts and the Divisional Tactical
Headquarters with General Harding were all
close up behind the leading troops. At the
psychological moment the reserve armoured
regiment was ordered up into action and the
enemy began to thin out, giving our machine
guns an excellent shoot at effective range as
they went. It looked as if most of the enemy
force might be caught, but visibility grew
worse and the enemy seized the opportunity
to retire into the darkness. They left behind
them thirteen Mark 3 specials destroyed by
our fire and two 88 millimetre guns. C & I
companies collected about 200 prisoners
between them.
• The rain the scapegoat for the escape of the
Afrika Korps continued all night. Many
vehicles in the morning were bogged down.
Yet only two miles to the West the ground
was hard and firm and had the echelon not
done some wandering about in the rain and
dark the Brigade might have been able to
replenish and push on one day earlier.
• The Rifle Brigade in the Second World War
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Algiers – 8 November 18.40
• The arrangements by which hostilities in Algiers came to
an end began with a brief face-to-face encounter by
Generals Ryder and Juin (photo). They met in Juin's
headquarters in Fort l'Empereur, to which Ryder was
brought with two other American officers in Juin's own
automobile after passing through the lines in Lambiridi
to find the fort.
• The two men at 1840, 8 November, concluded a simple
oral agreement to stop fighting at once and to transfer
control of the city to the Americans at 2000.
• The French troops would return to their barracks,
retaining their arms and colors.
• Americans would occupy key points in the city and rely
on the aid of French police to maintain order.
• Detailed armistice terms would be the subject of
discussion at a meeting to be held next morning.
• While these informal arrangements were being put into
effect, General Ryder returned to the Bulolo and
reported them to Gibraltar, recommending that he be
permitted to arrange an armistice on the basis of the
mild terms prepared, during the planning, for a case of
merely token resistance.
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Algiers – 8 November 20.00
• General Juin had been restricted by Darlan's
authorization to an agreement covering Algiers
only.
• Elsewhere in Algeria French troops were ordered to
resist any non-French forces which attacked them.
• Ryder wished to extend the pacification throughout
Algeria, while Murphy, on behalf of General
Eisenhower, was trying to procure Darlan's order
stopping hostilities in all French North Africa.
• A conference with the French leaders at the Hotel
St. Georges at 2000 prepared the way for General
Clark's negotiations as soon as he should arrive; at
the same time Admiral Darlan consented to the use
of Algiers Harbor at first light, 9 November, for
sheltering the Eastern Naval Task Force.
• Photo: General Clark and Robert Murphy.
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Rome – 8 November
• For a time after the Allied landings, the Axis
leaders hoped for immediate active
collaboration by the Vichy government, a
relationship which would make available the
French fleet based at Toulon, the essential ports
of Bizerte and Tunis, and landing fields for the
Luftwaffe perhaps as far west as Constantine.
• German military support, primarily air, was
immediately offered to Vichy and accepted with
the stipulation that the German planes operate
from bases in Sicily and Sardinia.
• Kesselring (OB South) was directed to give aid
to the French in their fight in North Africa and
soon planes were made ready to attack the
Eastern Naval Task Force at Algiers, a strike
which took place on 8 November at dusk.
• At the same time, the German Navy began
preparations to send to Tunisia the 3d "S" Boat
Flotilla based in Sicily.
• Photo: Kesselring (left) and Hermann Göring
(right) – 1940.
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Tunis – 8 November
• To establish liaison between Darlan and the Axis air
forces in North Africa, a German officer, identified
as a Captain Schuermeyer, started for Algiers by air
on the afternoon of 8 November.
• When he landed at Sétif in eastern Algeria late in
the day, he found the intelligence from Algiers so
unpromising that he went instead to Tunis, where
he sought out General Barré. Barré had been put in
command of the Eastern Defense Sector by
Darlan's order late that afternoon.
• In conformity with the standing orders for the
defense of Tunis and eastern Algeria, he had
disposed his troops in six groupements and issued
orders to obstruct the entrance to the ports at
Bizerte, Tunis, Sousse, and Sfax.
• Ostensibly to make the proffered air support more
effective, the Germans during the day demanded
and received permission from Vichy to dispatch
two liaison officers from Germany to Darlan and
Estéva, and to send their air reinforcements via
unoccupied France.
• The German demanded with increasing insistence
the use of airports in Tunisia and the Department
of Constantine as bases.
War in North Africa ©Jerry McBrien 2022 - week 6

20

Rome – 8 November
• While the Germans were edging their way
into Tunisia, the Italians were busily
preparing to move into Corsica and to
share in exploiting the concessions wrung
from the French regarding North Africa.
• Marshal Cavallero (photo) initially
opposed Italian participation in a Tunisian
expedition, but by the evening of 8
November Axis preparations were in full
swing to ship to Tunisia on 10 November
ground troops, primarily Italians,
supported only by such German
specialized units as were immediately
available in Italy.
• Kesselring also arranged to divert to
Tunisia three or four of the heavy 88-mm.
antiaircraft guns intended for Rommel's
army.
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Oran – 9 November
• On 9 November American ground units were widely
scattered, with small reserves and restricted mobility, and
with less armored and artillery support and less ammunition
than would have been the case had unloadings kept to
schedule volume.
• On the other hand, American land-based aircraft units were
prepared to reinforce the carrier-borne aviation in order to
increase the margin of Allied air superiority, and naval gunfire
support was ready.
• About one battalion of the enemy infantry forded the La
Macta river south of the highway bridge, crossed a swamp
during the night, and got into the rear of 1st Battalion, 16th
Infantry. They approached from the same direction that a
reinforcing company of the 1st Ranger Battalion had been
expected, and they attacked northeastward toward the coast.

• Concern about the threat was magnified because signal
communications with La Macta were almost nil and reserves
were insufficient, and lacked transport. Whatever armored
reinforcements could be found were dispatched even by
recalling a column which was en route to Ste. Barbedu-Tlélat
to help Colonel Waters' force oppose a French armored
threat from Sidi bel Abbès.
• The situation at La Macta was restored by the 1st Battalion,
16th Infantry, which drove the French troops away by fire and
maneuver.
• The armoured reinforcements were turned round and went
back the way they had come.
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Oran – 9 November
• A French counterattack was also launched by an
armored force upon elements of Combat Command
B in the vicinity of St. Lucien, seven miles east of
Tafaraoui airfield.
• The initial effect of this threat was to stop the
northward movement from Tafaraoui by most of the
RED flying column which had just started its march
to La Sénia.
• One reinforced tank company continued to La Sénia,
but the remainder turned back to defend the
operational airfield, because protection of the
Twelfth Air Force fighter base was essential.
• The available reinforcements had been diverted
toward La Macta.
• Company B, 1st Armored Regiment and a platoon of
tank destroyers moved from Tafaraoui airfield early
in the afternoon and launched an attack. The tank
destroyers laid down a base of fire from a hill about
800 yards from St. Lucien while the tanks advanced
with two platoons abreast and a third 500 yards
behind them. The French force was driven from the
field leaving fourteen ruined E-35 tanks behind.
• The French armored intervention had failed to
regain Tafaraoui airfield, but had delayed the
advance on La Sénia and Oran from the
south.
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Oran – 9 November
• The first Americans to reach the La Senia airfield
were a few light tanks and self-propelled guns under
the command of Colonel Todd, a portion of the
flying column of Task Force GREEN, who reached the
southern part of the airdrome soon after sunrise.
• Many airplanes had already flown off, presumably to
French Morocco.
• Resistance by the garrison was nominal. 159
prisoners were captured without losses. Some of the
defending troops retired toward Oran.
• Possession of the airfield was soon rendered
precarious by aggressive artillery bombardment
from two batteries of French 75-mm. guns near
Valmy. The party was pinned down, waiting for
reinforcements.
• Company A, 1st Armored Regiment, with a platoon
from Company E, 6th Armored Infantry, the advance
section of Task Force RED, arrived by afternoon.
• When the enemy's 75's at Valmy began shelling the
airfield heavily, a detachment of Colonel Todd's force
attacked and drove the crews out of their positions.
The detachment did not hold the ground but
returned to the airfield that night, after destroying
three enemy guns.
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Oran – 9 November
• Misserrhin was a village of stone and concrete
structures well adapted to defense supplemented by
a battery of 75's emplaced on a height protected by
bunkers occupied by machine gunners and riflemen.
• Colonel Todd's depleted flying column had slipped
past Misserrhin after nightfall on D Day and
continued along the edge of the sebkra to La Sénia.
• By the time Task Force GREEN, reinforced, arrived at
the Misserrhin bottleneck, the enemy had
strengthened the garrison there.
• Neither a frontal attack down the road by tanks at
1030, supported by artillery fire, nor an arduous
attempt at noon to move to the northern flank
succeeded.
• Task Force GREEN's lack of infantry hampered its
operations severely.
• At 1615, after more armor and artillery had come
up, Colonel Robinett decided that he would continue
after dark along the sebkra's rim, bringing to Todd's
advance force on the airfield the reinforcements,
ammunition, and gasoline which he reported to be
greatly needed.
• At dusk, Robinett's column swung to the south and
began what proved to be a difficult but
successful
War in North Africa ©Jerry McBrien 2022 night march to join Todd on the airfield.
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Oran – 9 November
• The attack on St. Cloud by the 18th Infantry,
reinforced, which began about 0700, 9 November,
bogged down by noon in the face of persistent and
heavy French fire when the troops were only part
way through the village.
• Casualties were considerable.
• The regiment then planned to pull the infantry back,
reorganize it for a converging attack by all three
battalions, smash the town with massed artillery
preparations for half an hour, and then send the
infantry in once more.
• When General Allen was informed of these plans, he
visited the regiment's forward command post and
directed that the proposed operation be suspended
and that there be no further artillery bombardment
of St. Cloud.
• With General Fredendall's concurrence, he ordered
instead that the village be contained with one
reinforced battalion; the others were to go westward
immediately after nightfall to participate in an attack
on Oran. The general situation permitted such an
action, while the Allied policy of holding to a
minimum all destruction of civilian life and property
was much better served by bypassing St. Cloud than
by pulverizing it.
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Casablanca - 9 November
• Dawn found the Fedala landing
beaches lashed by 6-foot waves which
greatly impeded unloading the
invasion troopships. Forty percent of
the troops were ashore with barely
one percent of their supplies. There
were shortages of ammunition, and
inadequate medical supplies for the
wounded. Communications broke
down because radio equipment was
still aboard the troopships. The
advance toward Casablanca halted
because shore parties lacked
mechanized equipment to move
supplies off the landing beach.
• Photo: Aerial view of Casablanca
harbour, 9 November. Jean Bart is at
the far left. Note the sunken ships in
the center.
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Casablanca - 9 November
• The movement toward Casablanca
by RLG's 7 and 15 was lightly
resisted, with occasional strafing by
low-flying French aircraft.
• The advance was stopped as
completely as if by a pitched battle
at about the D Day objectives. For
General Anderson again had to halt
the progress of his assault
battalions until they had enough
supporting weapons,
transportation, and
communications equipment.

Objective for D Day
Reached on D +1
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Casablanca – 9 November
• In the latter part of the afternoon a formation of
twelve planes from the Santee delivered the first
attack on the airfield at Marrakech, destroying
eight or more widely dispersed aircraft and setting
fire to the hangars.
• While approaching the Marrakech targets, and
again on their return, the formation also attacked
more than forty trucks carrying French
reinforcements toward Safi, strafing and dispersing
them.
• Near Chemaïa, forty miles southeast of Safi, a third
section consisting not only of trucks but also of
horse-drawn vehicles and foot soldiers was
observed and attacked about 1700.
• The 1st Armored Landing Team's tanks and artillery
which had already come ashore were dispatched
to intercept the column. First contact was reported
at 1700, one and a half miles east of Bou Guedra.
The force eliminated a French machine gun
outpost there, took the bridge, and continued the
advance until sunset.
• The Americans bivouacked that night east of Bou
Guedra and prepared for a morning battle. The
French occupied defensive artillery positions
commanding the passes in the foothills farther
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Casablanca - 9 November
• As Colonel Semmes’s 7 light tanks moved toward the highway
from Rabat shortly after 0600, they first drove off with heavy
casualties a company of French infantry in positions in the woods
and near a farm across the road.

• About half an hour later, some fourteen to eighteen Renault
tanks (armed with 37-mm. guns) and approximately two
battalions of infantry came into view, approaching along the road
from Rabat. The American tanks thereupon withdrew behind a
slight rise which offered some protection and opened fire on the
column. Frontal armor on Semmes's seven tanks was too heavy
for the answering French fire to pierce.
• Though most of the American firing was also rendered ineffective
by the unadjusted sights of the tanks' major weapons, it
destroyed four French tanks, inflicted severe losses among the
French infantry, and stopped the thrust into Force GOALPOST's
southern flank.
• Gunfire from the Savannah was directed by her spotting planes
on the enemy's tank assembly area in a little wood near the
highway and on other French targets. This accurate fire forced
the French to break off the attack and to withdraw temporarily.
• General Truscott attached ten more light tanks, and one section
of antitank guns to Colonel Semmes's force in time to help
repulse a second French attack at about 0900. Throughout the
day, the battle continued on a diminishing scale under a brilliant
sky.
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Casablanca - 9 November
• Efforts to reach the airfield from the
north by crossing the river both in rubber
boats and over the Port Lyautey bridge
came to nothing after some initial
success.
• South of the river 2 BLT was
counterattacked by the French and lost
ground and 1 BLT after an initial advance
was stopped by flanking fire. The flanking
fire was suppressed by naval fire support.
The BLT therefore organized to resume its
push toward the airfield as soon as the
naval gunfire should be lifted.
• At that juncture a Navy plane dropped
two bombs among the troops. Artillery
fire from an unidentified source also fell
in the area. The disorganization which
ensued delayed the preparations until
darkness.
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Algiers – 9 November afternoon
• General Ryder (photo) met the French chiefs
once more in conference during the next
afternoon. Although he had not yet received
from Allied Force advance headquarters at
Gibraltar any reply to his recommendation of
the previous afternoon that he conclude an
armistice on easy terms, he decided to offer
those terms on his own responsibility.
• They were accepted provisionally, subject to
approval from Marshal Pétain--an approval
which could not be promised before one
more day.
• Meanwhile the French troops in Algiers were
assembled in barracks and left in possession
of their arms. General Ryder's only safeguard
for his forces was the promise of the French
leaders that they would not resume hostilities
without warning.
• General Ryder insisted upon supplementing
this limitation by discreetly gathering up their
ammunition and placing it under American
guards, pending a lasting basis of association.
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Algiers – 9 November afternoon
• At this juncture, the situation changed
materially.
• Arrangements concerning Algiers became
subordinated to negotiations for a general
cease-fire order for Oran and Morocco, and for
French resistance to the Axis forces arriving in
Tunisia.
• On the evening of 9 November, Gen. Anderson
arrived at Blida, went to the Bulolo, and
assumed command of the Eastern Task Force
for the drive on Tunis.
• At almost the same time General Clark arrived
to lead the negotiations with Darlan, Juin, and
others.
• General Giraud also appeared at Algiers, with
the approbation of the Allied high command, to
rally French patriots who were prepared to
resume hostilities against the Axis powers.
• While fighting continued at Oran and in
western Morocco, in Algiers it was in abeyance.
• Photo: Admiral Darlan, General Clark and
Robert Murphy.
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Munich – 9 November
• Vichy's concessions did not allay Hitler’s
(photo) chronic distrust, which the French
deepened by not accepting at once his
offer of an out-and-out military alliance
against the Allies.
• To determine the French stand, Hitler on
the morning of 9 November summoned
Premier Pierre Laval to Munich for a
conference, and gave a somewhat politer
invitation to the Italian allies.
• Early on 9 November the Vichy
government informed the Germans that
French air bases in Tunisia and in the
Department of Constantine were
available to the Luftwaffe.
• Later in the morning the French qualified
this concession by insisting that only
German forces, no Italians, be sent to
Tunisia.
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Tunis – 9 November
• Even before this message could be
sent the first German planes were
landing, and until darkness fighters,
dive bombers, and air transports kept
arriving at El Aouina airdrome, near
Tunis.
• They brought German paratroopers
and Kesselring's headquarters guard
to protect the landing ground.
• French troops ringed the field and
kept the Germans there. But General
der Flieger Bruno Loerzer (photo),
commanding general of II,
Fliegerkorps in Sicily, was driven
through the cordon on a special visit
to Admiral Estéva to obtain his
guarantee of at least a passive French
reception of German forces, wherever
in Tunisia they arrived.
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Munich – 9 November
• On the same evening, 9 November, Ciano arrived in Munich as
Mussolini's representative.
• Hitler received him immediately and together they reviewed
the situation created by the Allied landings in Morocco and
Algeria.

• Hitler believed that "the Americans'' would try to invade
Tunisia by land; therefore the Axis must secure an earlier hold
there.
• The French, he said, had demanded that only German units
should be sent into Tunisia, a proposal that was tantamount to
refusing his demands, since Germany lacked sufficient matériel
or manpower to meet these and other needs.

• Hitler intended to discover what Laval had to offer, but he had
already sent to Tunisia two Stuka groups and one fighter group.
Soon small German ground units would follow. If he could rush
a few troops into Tunis in this fashion, stronger forces could
come in later and improve the Axis position.
• By midnight 10-11 November, the German concentration on
the borders of unoccupied France would be complete; if the
French had failed him, the invasion would proceed at once.
• Ciano reported that the Italian position in these matters was
the same as the German; Italian forces would be ready to
occupy part of Southern France and to seize Corsica.

Hitler in conversation with the Italian Foreign
Minister Count Galeazzo Ciano

• Hitler remarked that the Axis position in Tunisia could be
upheld only if a convoy could land heavy equipment, including
some heavy tanks (Tigers) which were then on their way to
Italy.
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Alamein – 7,8,9&10 November
• For the next few days the move
continued steadily West meeting no
enemy and making only fair progress,
about 30 miles a day, which was all that
petrol would allow.
• On the 10th motor platoons of C & I
companies went forward with the
sappers to the frontier wire to make
gaps and reached it at Kilo 68. At 4:30
in the afternoon the Battalion passed
through the wire out of Egypt for the
last time.
• The 22nd Armoured Brigade was now
the leading formation of the 8th Army.
The troops on the coast road were not
far behind but were about to be faced
by the enemy defences at Sollum and
Halfaya Pass.
• The Rifle Brigade in the Second World War
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Alamein - 10 November
• The original intention was for the 22nd Armoured
Brigade to cut the corner and go straight from the
wire to hit the road west of Bardia. Unhappily those
orders were changed and the advance was directed
farther north to meet the road east of Bardia, since it
was hoped to turn in behind the garrison of the
Halfaya Pass, capture them and assist the main forces
on the coast road, threading their way through
hundreds of vehicles bombed by the RAF and now
derelict, to get up the passes and into Bardia.
• The petrol situation was such that the main part of
the brigade could do one thing or the other but not
both.
• That evening the 10th of November, in close leaguer
inside Libya, we waited, as often before, to cut a road
and attack an enemy, who we hoped was still
unconscious of our presence.
• The 11th Hussars brought into Battalion Headquarters
to be guarded a truck full of men of the German 90th
Light Division whom they had chased and captured
crossing the wire near Scheferzen. It was obvious
from the bearing of these prisoners that the disaster
of Alamein had not been enough to affect the morale
of these Germans, confident and well disciplined in
defeat.
• The Rifle Brigade in the Second World War

War in North Africa ©Jerry McBrien 2022 - week 6

40

Oran – 10 November
• By daybreak, 10 November, Oran was completely enveloped by
forces which, although at varying distances from the city's
limits, were closing in for concentric attack. All sides of the city
seemed likely to be penetrated before the end of the day.
• The American troops had not succeeded in attaining positions
for the simultaneous attack at 0715 as planned.
• Not until after 0900 were elements of Combat Command B, 1st
Armored Division, almost ready to start into Oran.
• From Task Force GREEN, Colonel Robinett sent a composite
column under Colonel Todd to the French Military
Headquarters in the Chateau Neuf and to the adjacent port.
The column consisted of two and one-half companies of light
tanks, one company of armored infantry and a tank destroyer
section.
• A little later, Colonel Waters accompanied the first section of
Company B, 1st Armored Regiment, into the city along a
parallel road less than a mile to the east. No sounds of battle
could be heard on the La Sénia airfield once the roadblocks at
the city's edge had been blasted by gunfire. The two columns
shortly after 1015 entered a city silent except for snipers, the
only group which remained actively hostile. The public
buildings were barricaded but not the streets. Todd's column
went straight to General Boissau's headquarters and to the port
beyond it.
• General Boissau and a representative of Admiral Rioult
accepted the terms of a provisional armistice covering French
forces, including coastal batteries, pending agreement on
formal terms of surrender. A cease-fire order was issued at
1215.
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Atlantic - 10 November
• The French sloops Commandant Delage
and La Gracieuse sortied at 10:00 to open
fire on American troops advancing from
Fedala to the outskirts of Casablanca.
• The cruiser Augusta and destroyers
Edison and Tillman chased the
minesweepers back into Casablanca
harbor before being forced to retreat by
gunfire from Jean Bart.
• Nine dive bombers from Ranger hit Jean
Bart with two 1,000 lb bombs and sank
her at 16:00. Jean Bart settled into the
harbor mud with decks awash.
• French submarines Le Tonnant, Meduse
and Antiope launched unsuccessful
torpedo salvos at Ranger, Massachusetts
and Tuscaloosa, respectively.
• Meduse was crippled by counterattacks
and beached off Cape Blanc.

Aerial attack on a French submarine off the coast of
French Morocco
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Casablanca - 10 November
• To stop the advance for long, it was believed, might
result in forfeiting an early French capitulation
which an immediate strong show of force was
likely to produce. Advance was resumed, therefore,
at midnight, 9-10 November, with additional
transportation furnished to RLG 15 by RLG 30.
• At 1700 the convoy had discharged 55 percent of
the personnel, 31 percent of the vehicles, and 3.3
percent of the supplies which it had brought from
the United States. Accelerated operations were in
prospect for the next twenty-four hours as a result
of salvaging landing craft, the close-in anchorage of
the transports, the extra port facilities, and
improving sea conditions.
• BLT 2-7 and 10 Field Artillery Battalion were driven
back almost to their start line by 11.00.
• At 1045 BLT 1-7 began moving into the line from
reserve. It advanced with tank and artillery support
and made good progress under persistent artillery
fire until, at 1700, it was barely 400 yards east of
its objective and about one and one-half miles in
Objective for D Day
advance of BLT 2-7. There it stopped for the night.
Reached on D +2
• RLG 15 had been delayed by an organized French
position of uncertain strength in a village near Tit
Mellil. It was 17.00 instead of 07.00 before they
reached the start line for the attack on
War Casablanca.
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Casablanca – 10 November
• When contact was resumed next morning, over
three hundred 105-mm. shells were fired on the
French artillery in the hills. The French replied for a
time, revealing enough strength to promise a
substantial engagement before progress toward
Marrakech could be resumed.
• The principal need for his medium tanks was
against the city of Casablanca, 140 miles away.
General Harmon himself surveyed the situation at
Bou Guedra while the last tanks were being swung
to the pier from the seatrain, and learned from the
interrogation of prisoners that the French column
had been deprived of its mobility by the previous
day's air and ground action.
• He concluded that the 47th Combat Team, with its
light tanks of Company B, 70th Tank Battalion,
could contain the enemy and protect the
unloading operations at Safi while the armored
column disengaged after dark and started for
Casablanca via Mazagan.
• Late that afternoon, when the medium tanks were
all ashore, he issued orders for the night march. It
might still be possible to contribute to the capture
of Casablanca.
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Casablanca - 10 November
• The destroyer-transport Dallas, carrying a
raider detachment, at 0530 began working
her way into the mouth of the Sebou, knifed
through the boom and delivered the rangers
to the airfield.
• The raider detachment quickly debarked in
rubber boats. Attacking toward the west
while I Company moved in from the north,
the Americans cleared the enemy from the
field and held possession by 0800.
• While the airfield was being cleared on 10
November, French reinforcements
approached Port-Lyautey over the highway in
a truck column from the direction of Meknès.
Deep supporting naval fire against it was
delivered on call by the main battery of the
Texas. Between 0842 and 1131, 214 rounds of
14-inch high explosive shells struck
intermittently at a range of 17,000 yards. The
column halted, then reversed, and eventually
dispersed.
War in North Africa ©Jerry McBrien 2022 - week 6

45

Casablanca - 10 November

Soon the aircraft carrier Chenango was preparing to catapult its P-40's for flight to the airfield.
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Tunis – 10 November
• On the morning of 10 November,
the Italians finally sent a flight of
twenty-eight Macchi 202 fighters
to Tunis.
• Allied retaliation against the
privileged treatment of the
Germans in Tunisia took the form
of deterrent air strikes from Malta
against the German aircraft at the
airdrome near Tunis and the airlift
from Sicily.
• The first of these raids was an
attack on 10 November on El
Aouina airdrome of Tunis by nine
planes of 272 Squadron, RAF, with
considerable though temporary
effect.

An early Macchi C.202 (no radio mast) of 81ª
Squadriglia, 6° Gruppo, 1° Stormo CT, likely in Libya
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Munich – 10 November
• In a short conference later on the morning of 10 November,
Ciano informed Hitler that the first Italian planes had arrived in
Tunisia, and he proposed that, in view of the latest reports
from North Africa, the Italians be allowed to occupy Corsica.
Hitler agreed to this proposal and Mussolini was immediately
notified.

• On the afternoon of 10 November Hitler, Ciano, and Laval
conferred. After Hitler and Laval had reviewed the course of
German-French relations since 1940, Hitler posed the question:
would France now make the ports of Tunis and Bizerte and all
Tunisian air bases available to the Axis powers?
• If not, collaboration was at an end. Hitler demanded a definite
answer from Laval. Laval nonetheless avoided the issue, saying
that only Pétain could make such a decision.
• When he reminded Hitler that the French could not agree to
Italian participation in the Axis occupation of Tunisia, Hitler
answered that Germany and Italy were allies, and that France
would have to accept this fact and allow troop units of both
nations to enter.
• Soon after this fruitless conference, orders went out to Axis
forces to occupy Vichy France on the next morning, and a
formal directive was issued for the occupation of Tunisia.

Conference at the headquarter of Adolf Hitler on
• Tunisia has two big deep water ports at Tunis and Bizerte, only
November 10, 1942. Left to right: Pierre Laval, head
a few hundred miles from Italian supply bases in Sicily. Ships
could deliver supplies at night, safe from RAF patrols and return of French government, Hitler, Ciano and Goering
the next night, while Libya was a full-day trip, making supply
operations vulnerable to daylight air attacks. In Hitler's view,
Tunisia could be held indefinitely, upsetting Allied plans in
Europe.
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Algiers – 10 November
• On 10 November 1942, the immediate
needs of the Allied command, if it was to
win the race for Tunisia, were a prompt
decision by the French to terminate
hostilities still prevailing at Oran and in
western Morocco, and measures to
prevent the Axis from gaining a
bridgehead in Tunisia.
• Time was so precious that, despite
uncertainty whether the French would
continue to resist, submit to invasion, or
actively assist the Allies, the Eastern Task
Force, under General Anderson's
command, began its scheduled operation.
• It started advancing toward Tunisia by
land, sea, and air, accepting the risks of a
line of supply which might become highly
insecure if the negotiations then in
progress should turn out badly for the
Allies.
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Algiers – 10 November
•

When General Clark and Robert Murphy met Admiral Darlan and his
associates morning, 10 November, at the Hotel St. Georges, each
negotiator was under great pressure.

•

General Clark was in desperate need of putting an early stop to the
hostilities between the French and the Allies, and of bringing about
French armed resistance to the Axis forces entering Tunisia.

•

He hoped to enlist the French fleet on the Allied side.

•

Fighting in Algiers had been suspended for more than a day, but at 0855,
as the conference opened, the final Allied attack was about to penetrate
Oran, while on the Atlantic coast of Morocco, the three sub-task forces
of General Patton's command were at the climax of their interrelated
operations, and Admiral Hewitt's naval force, having destroyed many fine
French warships, was a magnet for approaching enemy submarines.

•

The commandant of the airdrome at Tunis had fled westward bringing
word of the unresisted arrival there on 9 November of a considerable
number of Axis aircraft.

•

Were Axis forces to gain an easy foothold in Tunisia? To prevent it would
require prompt and decisive countermeasures by the French armed
forces.

•

Admiral Darlan, on the other hand, had made known to the Allies that he
would negotiate for all French North Africa if he could do so without
associating with dissident French leaders, such as Generals Giraud and
Mast, but when he proposed to Vichy the mild terms of an armistice
which he believed would be acceptable to the Allies, he was instructed
to refrain from negotiations without an express authorization.

•

Further resistance to the Allies was obviously useless. But the choice
between passive neutrality and active assistance to the Allies, including
defense of Tunisian ports and airfields against the Germans, involved a
political rather than a military decision.

General Clark, Robert Murphy (right) and Admiral
Darlan (left).
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Algiers – 10 November
• General Clark's approach to the issues was
forthright and compelling: delay until the
Vichy government came to a decision in a
cabinet meeting that afternoon was
completely inadmissible;
• Admiral Darlan must act at once, issuing a
cease-fire order for all French North Africa, or
be taken into custody and held
incommunicado; the Americans would then
arrange matters with other French leaders.
• Shortly before noon, Darlan (photo) drafted
and signed in the Marshal's name directives
to the chiefs of armed forces requiring them
to break off all hostilities and to observe
complete neutrality.
• The orders were reported by radio and also
transmitted by courier planes.
• Oran had already yielded, and Darlan's orders
were accepted in Morocco by General Noguès
and Admiral Michelier and put into effect
barely in time to save Casablanca from a
destructive attack.
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France – 10 November
• Darlan's cease-fire order was jeopardized by
events later on 10 November.
• Pétain approved it but when Pierre Laval, en
route to Munich to face Hitler and Count
Ciano and their military entourage, learned of
Darlan's action, he persuaded Pétain (photo)
by telephone to withdraw his initial
approbation and to disavow Darlan's action.
• Darlan then replied to the Marshal, "I annul
my order and constitute myself a prisoner."
But at Darlan's own suggestion, the Allies put
him under arrest before the orders of
annulment could be issued.
• His powers were next transferred by Pétain's
decree to General Noguès, and he declared
himself unable to treat further with General
Clark.
• It was left to those who had received his
earlier order to reconcile the conflicting
instructions with their sense of what they
were bound in honor to do.
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Algeria – 10 November
• Night fell on 10 November with
the Eastern Task Force preparing
to steam along the coast east of
Algiers, where French port
commanders had instructions
from Admiral Moreau in Algiers
which conflicted sharply with
those derived from General Juin
(photo).
• Moreau prescribed resistance to
the Allies; Juin, friendly conduct
toward the Allies and resistance
to Axis forces if they attacked.
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Tunis – 10 November
• By 10 November, French opposition to the
Torch landings had ceased, creating a military
vacuum in Tunisia.
• The First Army (Lieutenant-General Anderson)
was immediately ordered to send the 36th
Infantry Brigade Group, which had been the
floating reserve for the Algiers landing,
eastward by sea to occupy the Algerian ports of
Bougie, Philippeville, and Bône and the airfield
at Djedjelli, preliminary to advancing into
Tunisia.
• The Combined Chiefs of Staff had decided that
with the forces available, the original Torch
landings would not include landings close to
Tunisia. Anderson needed to get his limited
force east quickly, before the Axis could
reinforce Tunisia, but the Allies had only two
brigade groups and some additional armour
and artillery for the attack.
• The French governor in Tunisia, Admiral Esteva,
was afraid to support the Allies or oppose the
Axis. He did not close airfields to either side. By
10 November, aerial reconnaissance reported
100 German aircraft at Tunis. War in North Africa ©Jerry McBrien 2022 - week 6
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Libya - 11 November
• The next morning the Battalion set off at 5:00
o'clock before it was well light. But when they
reached a point north of Bir Hafid from which the
road was in view, all that could be seen was the tail
of a long line of lorries waiting to pass through
Bardia and the flashes of a few field guns and 88
millimetre guns of the rear guard firing to hold us
off.
• A railway engine and one truck made off at speed
down the single track being fired at by every tank
in the Brigade and continuing unscathed. Towards
Sollum there was no sign of movement.
• For lack of petrol only a few carriers with some
light tanks could be dispatched to the West of the
town to cut the road there.
• They did much damage and caused casualties to
men and vehicles but they couldn't stop the traffic
altogether and the long columns trickled past them
towards Tobruk.
• It was clear that the last chance of cutting off a
slice of the Afrika Korps had gone as a result of a
day’s delay, a change in plans and a few gallons of
petrol. But the only Germans left in Egypt were
now prisoners.
• The Rifle Brigade in the Second World War
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France – 11 November
• At midnight, 10-11 November, the Germans
began to penetrate the previously
unoccupied portion of metropolitan France.
• With motorized units in the lead, a total of
more than ten divisions, two of which were
armored, swept across southern France
without meeting resistance. At the same time
six Italian divisions marched into eastern
France.
• The Vichy government was completely
submerged by the Axis; it merely uttered
feeble protests, and countenanced the antiAxis French action in North Africa only by
highly secret and rather vague
communications from Marshal Pétain to
Admiral Darlan.
• The French Navy remained at the base in
Toulon under close surveillance, the object of
covetous attention from both Allied and Axis
leaders.
• Even after Axis occupations of the free zone
and of Corsica, Axis troops and equipment
pouring into Tunisia met no French resistance.
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Casablanca – 11 November
• At [2100], 10 November, Combat
Command B, 2d Armored Division,
began its march north from the
vicinity of Bou Guedra to Mazagan.
• The Philadelphia, Cowie, and Knight
started for Mazagan about 1930 to
furnish fire support.
• The Bernadou and Cole, laden with
men, ammunition, and supplies, each
escorting six landing craft which
carried gasoline in cans, departed that
same evening to bring fuel and
ammunition for the armored vehicles.
• The forces made steady, uneventful
progress beneath a starlit sky.
• The armored column halted at 0430,
11 November, three miles south of
Mazagan, where the garrison was
understood to be friendly and
weak.
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Casablanca – 11 November
• At about 0200 on 11 November, a French car,
heralded by the blowing of a bugle, its lights
on, and white flags flying, appeared at an
outpost of 30th Infantry, northeast of Fedala,
carrying two French officers from Rabat.
• This group was conducted to task force
headquarters. They were carrying orders from
General Lascroux to General Desré, that the
Casablanca Division cease firing.
• Patton authorized the Frenchmen to continue
through American lines to Casablanca, but
warned them that they must return quickly
with an agreement to negotiate an armistice
if the city were to escape the drastic
consequences of the coordinated attack
scheduled for daybreak.
• The French reply, an agreement to terminate
hostilities at once and to arrange terms at an
afternoon conference in Fedala, was received
at Headquarters, Western Task Force, only a
few minutes before the attack was scheduled
to begin.

ARRIVING AT FEDALA TO NEGOTIATE AN ARMISTICE,
1400, 11 November 1942. Gen. Auguste Paul Noguès
(left) is met by Col. Gay.
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Atlantic - 11 November
• When Casablanca surrendered on 11
November 11,000 tons (75 percent) of
supplies for the invading troops remained
aboard the troopships.
• That day German submarines were able
to reach the troopships before they
completed offloading cargo. In the early
evening, U-173 torpedoed the destroyer
Hambleton, the oiler Winooski and the
troopship Joseph Hewes; around 100 men
went down with Joseph Hewes.
• At this time, Bristol spotted a surfaced
submarine and engaged with her deck
guns and finally with depth charges, but is
not believed to have sunk the French
submarine.
• Sidi Ferruch was sunk by Grumman TBF
Avenger torpedo bombers from Suwanee
on 11 November.

A Grumman TBF Avenger torpedo bomber, mid-1942.
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Algiers – 11 November
• Clark sought to get from the French at least as much
resistance to Axis occupation of Tunisian ports and airdromes
as they had offered to the Allies before Darlan's cease-fire
order of the preceding day.

• He sought in addition full participation by the French in the
anti-Axis effort, including the issuance of orders by Admiral
Darlan to Admiral de Laborde at Toulon to bring the French
fleet over to the Allied side.
• At first Admiral Darlan professed to be completely powerless
as a result of Marshal Pétain's disavowal of his cease-fire
order of the previous day.

• Then he received by a secret and personal channel of
communication with Vichy a message that the disavowal had
been made under constraint and was contrary to the
Marshal's actual wishes.
• Darlan thereupon directed General Juin to order the
commanders in chief of ground and air forces, to resist the
Axis in Tunisia.

• In the welter of radio broadcasts that day, Marshal Pétain
responded to German pressure exerted through Pierre Laval
by publishing his disavowal of Admiral Darlan's armistice and
announcing his transfer of all authority in North Africa from
Darlan to General Noguès.

Laval, Yves Bouthillier and Pétain in 1940 (from Frank
Capra's documentary film Divide and Conquer, 1943)

• General Noguès in Morocco none the less accepted
instructions from Darlan to report to Algiers on 12 November
to confer with the French leaders.
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World – 11 November
• The Eisenhower/Darlan agreement meant
that the officials appointed by the Vichy
regime would remain in power in North
Africa.
• No role was provided for Free France,
which was supposed to be France's
government-in-exile and had taken
charge in other French colonies. That
deeply offended Charles de Gaulle, the
head of Free France.
• It also offended much of the British and
American public, who regarded all Vichy
French as Nazi collaborators and Darlan
as one of the worst.
• Eisenhower insisted, however, that he
had no real choice if his forces were to
move on against the Axis in Tunisia, rather
than fight the French in Algeria and
Morocco.
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Tunis – 11 November
• There were two roads eastwards
into Tunisia from Algeria. The
Allied plan was to advance along
the two roads and take Bizerte
and Tunis.
• On 11 November, the British 36th
Infantry Brigade had landed
unopposed at Bougie.
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Tunis – 12 November
• Bône airfield was occupied
following a parachute drop by
British 3rd Parachute Battalion
and this was followed by No. 6
Commando seizing the port on 12
November.
• The French military commander
in Tunisia, General Barré, moved
troops into the western
mountains of Tunisia and formed
a defensive line from Tebersouk
through Medjez el Bab.
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Tunis – 12 November
• The Germans began an airlift
that carried huge numbers of
men and enormous quantities of
supplies into Tunisia.
• General Nehring took command
of the new XC Corps on 12
November.
German reinforcements; a Sd.Kfz. 8 half-track and a
Praga T-6 artillery tractor pull cargo from a
Messerschmitt Me 323 Gigant transport. Capacity:
130 troops or 10,000–12,000 kg payload. Powerplant:
6 × Gnome-Rhône 14N two row 14-cylinder aircooled radial piston engines (1,164 hp; 867.9 kW)
take-off power. 198 built.
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Atlantic - 12 November
• The invasion troopships remained in
their makeshift anchorage to keep
Casablanca's harbor open to unload
additional troops from the anticipated
arrival of convoy UGF-2 until U-130
torpedoed the troopships Tasker H.
Bliss, Hugh L. Scott, and Edward
Rutledge on the evening of 12
November, killing 74 additional
American servicemen; and prompting
undamaged troopships to leave the
anchorage and maneuver evasively at
sea.
• Of the American ships damaged by
submarine torpedoes on 11 and 12
November, all four troopships sank,
but the oiler and destroyer were
saved and repaired.

USS Tasker H. Bliss (AP 42), 12,568 tons, Troop
transport.
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Atlantic - 13 November
• The surviving invasion
troopships moored in the lee of
the Casablanca breakwater on
13 November to complete
offloading supplies.
• Le Conquerant was sunk on 13
November by two VP-92 PBY
Catalina flying boats off Villa
Cisneros.
• Photo: Aerial view of Casablanca
harbour, 9 November. Jean Bart
is at the far left. Note the sunken
ships in the center.
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Tunis – 13 November
• Supply shortages delayed the
British arrival at Djedjelli until 13
November.
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Algiers – 14 November
• Eisenhower, the Allied commander
on the spot recognized Darlan as
commander of all French forces in
the area and recognized his selfnomination as High Commissioner
of France in Africa (head of civil
government) for North and West
Africa on 14 November.
• In return, on 10 November, Darlan
ordered all French forces to join
the Allies.
• His order was obeyed; not only in
French North Africa, but also by
the Vichy forces in French West
Africa with its potentially useful
facilities at Dakar.

Dakar
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Tunis – 15 November
• Advanced guards of the 36th
Infantry Brigade reached Tebarka
on 15 November.
• Further south, on 15 November, a
US parachute battalion made an
unopposed drop at Youks-lesBains (10 kms west of Tebessa),
capturing the airfield.
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Tunis – 17 November
• A US parachute battalion advanced from Youksles-Bains (10 kms west of Tebessa), and
captured the airfield at Gafsa on 17 November.
• General Nehring arrived to take command of
the new XC Corps on 17 November.
• Two Allied brigade groups advanced toward
Djebel Abiod and Béja respectively. The
Luftwaffe, happy to have local air superiority
while Allied planes had to fly from relatively
distant bases in Algeria, harassed them all the
way.
• On 17 November the leading elements of the
British 36th Brigade on the northern road met
a mixed force of 17 tanks and 400 paratroops
with self-propelled guns at Djebel Abiod. The
German paratroopers, with Luftwaffe and
Italian fire support from the 1st Infantry
Division "Superga", knocked out 11 tanks but
their advance was halted while the fight at
Djebel Abiod continued for nine days.
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Atlantic - 17 November
• The surviving invasion troopships
left Casablanca when unloading
was completed on 17 November.
• French submarines Amazone and
Antiope reached Dakar, and
Orphee returned to Casablanca
after the city surrendered.
• Le Tonnant was scuttled off Cadiz
on 15 November.
• On 16 November, U-173 was sunk
off Casablanca by American
destroyers Woolsey, Swanson, and
Quick. U-173, on her second patrol,
had torpedoed Hambleton, the
oiler Winooski and the troopship
Joseph Hewes on 11 November.

U-505, a Type IXC U-Boat similar to U-173, at the
Museum of Science and Industry, Chicago, IL.

War in North Africa ©Jerry McBrien 2022 - week 6

72

Tunis – 19 November
• On 19 November Nehring
demanded passage for his forces
across the bridge at Medjez and
was refused by Barré.
• The Germans attacked twice and
were repulsed, but the French
defensive success was costly, and
lacking armour and artillery, the
French had to withdraw.
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Russia – 19 to 23 November
• General Chuikov and the 62nd army continued
to cling onto a small pocket of the ruins of
Stalingrad on the bank of the Volga in the
teeth of continuous attacks by the German 6th
and 4th Panzer armies.
• On 19 November 1942 three complete Soviet
armies, the 1st Guards Army, 5th Tank Army
and 21st Army, smashed down on the thinly
spread, outnumbered and poorly equipped
Romanian 3rd Army, which held the northern
flank of the German 6th Army. It was overrun.
• On 20 November, a second Soviet offensive
(two armies) was launched to the south of
Stalingrad against the Romanian 4th Army
Corps. The Romanian forces, primarily
infantry, were overrun by large numbers of
tanks.
• The Soviet forces raced west and met on 23
November at the town of Kalach, sealing the
ring around Stalingrad.
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Tunis – 22 November
• On 22 November, tanks from the
Italian 50th Brigade forced US
paratroopers to abandon Gafsa.
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North Africa – 22 November
• On 22 November the "Darlan Deal"
placed French North Africa on the
Allied side, it provided for the
closest possible co-operation in the
effort to expel the Axis forces from
North Africa, liberate metropolitan
France, and "restore integrally the
French Empire."
• This allowed US and British forces
that had been securing Algeria to
go to the front.
• By this time, the Axis had deployed
a corps in Tunisia and
outnumbered the Allies there in
almost all ways.
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• Thanks for your attention.
• Next week is the last of this year.
• I would enjoy a cold drink afterwards if anyone is interested.
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