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Putin’s Wars
• Putin came to power as 

President at the end of 1999. 
Since then he has fought 5 wars:

• Second Chechen War

• Russo-Georgian War

• Russo-Ukrainian War

• Russian military Intervention in 
the Syrian Civil War

• Central African Republic Civil 
War Putin with President Boris Yeltsin on 31 

December 1999, when Yeltsin announced his 
resignation.
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Second Chechen War
• Major combat phase:

• 26 August 1999 – 31 May 2000

• Insurgency phase:
• 1 June 2000 – 16 April 2009

• Location
• North Caucasus, mainly Chechnya and 

Dagestan
• Parts of Georgia
• Suicide attacks across Russia

• Result
• Russian victory
• Russia regained control over 

Chechnya, which had achieved de 
facto independence in the first 
Chechen War

• Low-level insurgency until 2017
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Second Chechen War
• In August 1999, Islamist fighters from 

Chechnya infiltrated Russia's Dagestan region, 
declaring it an independent state and calling 
for holy war. 

• During the initial campaign, Russian military 
and pro-Russian Chechen paramilitary forces 
faced Chechen separatists in open combat 
and seized the Chechen capital Grozny after a 
winter siege that lasted from December 1999 
until February 2000. 

• Russia established direct rule over Chechnya 
in May 2000 although Chechen militant 
resistance throughout the North Caucasus 
region continued to inflict heavy Russian 
casualties and challenge Russian political 
control over Chechnya for several years. Both 
sides carried out attacks against civilians.

• Russian casualties are around 7,500 (official 
Russian casualty figures) or about 14,000 
according to the Committee of Soldiers' 
Mothers. Unofficial sources estimate a range 
of 25,000 to 50,000 dead or missing, mostly 
Chechen civilians.

Grozny, the capital city of Chechnya, during the 
Second Russo-Chechen War.
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Russo-Georgian War
• The Russo-Georgian War was a war between 

Georgia, Russia and the Russian-backed self-
proclaimed republics of South Ossetia and 
Abkhazia. The war took place in August 2008 
following a period of worsening relations 
between Russia and Georgia, both formerly 
constituent republics of the Soviet Union.

• Following the election of Putin and a pro-
Western change of power in Georgia in 2003, 
relations between Russia and Georgia began 
to deteriorate, reaching a full diplomatic crisis 
by April 2008. From 1 August 2008, South 
Ossetian separatists shelled Georgian villages, 
with a sporadic response from Georgian 
troops in the area.

• On the evening of 7 August 2008 a new wave 
of South Ossetian attacks on Georgian villages 
occurred. This triggered the Georgian 
government into "restoring the constitutional 
order", and sending the Georgian Army to the 
South Ossetian conflict zone. Georgian troops 
took control of most of Tskhinvali, a separatist 
stronghold, in hours.
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Russo-Georgian War
• Russia accused Georgia of "aggression against 

South Ossetia", and launched a full-scale land, air 
and sea invasion of Georgia on 8 August which 
Russia called a "peace enforcement" operation. 
Russian and South Ossetian forces fought Georgian 
forces in and around South Ossetia for several 
days, until Georgian forces retreated.

• Russian and Abkhaz forces opened a second front 
by attacking the Kodori Gorge held by Georgia. 
Russian naval forces blockaded part of the 
Georgian coast. The Russian air force attacked 
targets beyond the conflict zone, in undisputed 
parts of Georgia.

• The South Ossetians destroyed most ethnic 
Georgian villages in South Ossetia and were 
responsible for an ethnic cleansing of Georgians. 
Russia recognised the independence of Abkhazia 
and South Ossetia from Georgia on 26 August and 
the Georgian government severed diplomatic 
relations with Russia. Russia mostly completed its 
withdrawal of troops from undisputed parts of 
Georgia on 8 October.

• Russian international relations were largely 
unharmed.
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Russo-Georgian War
• The failure of the Western security 

organisations to react swiftly to Russia's 
attempt to violently revise the borders of 
Georgia, an OSCE (Organization for Security 
and Co-operation in Europe) country, revealed 
its deficiencies. 

• The division between Western European and 
Eastern European states also became 
apparent over the relationship with Russia. 

• Ukraine and other ex-Soviet countries 
received a clear message from the Russian 
leadership that the possible accession to 
NATO would cause a foreign incursion and the 
break-up of the country. 

• Effective takeover of Abkhazia was also one of 
Russia's geopolitical goals. 

• The construction of the EU-sponsored 
Nabucco pipeline linking Europe with Central 
Asian reserves through Transcaucasia was 
averted.

BTC pipeline (green) and planned Nabucco gas 
pipeline (tangerine)
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Russian military Intervention in the Syrian Civil War
• The Russian military intervention in the Syrian civil 

war began in September 2015, after an official 
request by the Syrian government for military aid 
against rebel groups.

• The intervention initially involved air strikes by 
Russian aircraft against targets primarily in north-
western Syria, and against Syrian opposition 
militant groups opposed to the Syrian government.

• In addition, Russian special operations forces and 
military advisors are deployed to Syria. 

• Prior to the intervention, Russian involvement in 
the Syrian Civil War had mainly consisted of 
supplying the Syrian Army with arms and 
equipment. 

• At the end of December 2017, the Russian 
government announced its troops would be 
deployed to Syria permanently.

• The war is ongoing. The Syrian government headed 
by Bashar al-Assad has been preserved. Syrian 
Armed Forces have recaptured more than 30,000 
square kilometres of area, including Latakia, 
Aleppo and Palmyra.

Russian Troops in Aleppo December 2016
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Central African Republic Civil War
• Since being elected president of the Central African 

Republic in 2016, Faustin-Archange Touadera has 
increasingly turned away from reliance on the 
West and toward Russia.

• Almost 10 years after it deployed troops to help 
fight off a jihadist insurgency, France recalled the 
last of its soldiers in December last year. 

• The African nation now relies instead on the 
support of private contractors from the Wagner 
Group — a shadowy paramilitary outfit controlled 
by Russian oligarch Yevgeny Prigozhin, a close 
confidant of Vladimir Putin.

• An unclear number of Russian mercenaries, 
reportedly in the thousands, have been welcomed 
into the country by Mr Touadera over recent years, 
setting up headquarters in an office building 
behind the presidential palace.

• Around the Central African capital Bangui, Wagner 
mercenaries are a common sight: Russian men 
wielding automatic weapons who travel in 
unmarked vehicles and wear face coverings in 
public to conceal their identities. 
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Central African Republic President Faustin-Archange
Touadéra (pictured here waving) has welcomed 
Russian mercenaries to the capital. (AFP: Barbara 
Debout)



Russo-Ukrainian War
• In November 2013, a wave of large-scale protests erupted in 

response to President Yanukovych's sudden decision not to 
sign a political association and free trade agreement with the 
European Union, instead choosing closer ties to Russia and 
the Eurasian Economic Union. 

• The Ukrainian parliament had overwhelmingly approved of 
finalizing the agreement with the EU. 

• Russia had put pressure on Ukraine to reject it. These 
protests continued for months and their scope widened, with 
calls for the resignation of Yanukovych and the Azarov 
Government. Protesters opposed what they saw as 
widespread government corruption and abuse of power, the 
influence of oligarchs, police brutality, and violation of 
human rights in Ukraine. Repressive anti-protest laws fuelled 
further anger.

• In early 2014, clashes in Kyiv between protesters and special 
riot police resulted in the deaths of 108 protesters and the 
wounding of many more. 

• On 21 February, an agreement between President 
Yanukovych and the leaders of the parliamentary opposition 
was signed that called for early elections and the formation 
of an interim unity government. The following day, police 
withdrew from central Kyiv, which came under effective 
control of the protesters. 

• Yanukovych fled the city and then the country. That day, the 
Ukrainian parliament voted to remove Yanukovych from 
office by 328 to 0. The ejection of  Yanukovych is referred to 
as the Revolution of Dignity.

Pro-European Union protesters in Kyiv, December 
2013.
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Russo-Ukrainian War
• Following the removal of 

Yanukovych on 22 February 2014, 
pro-Russian unrest erupted in parts 
of Ukraine.

• Russian soldiers without insignia 
took control of strategic positions 
and infrastructure in the Ukrainian 
territory of Crimea. (Russian forces 
particularly the Black Sea Fleet 
remained based in Crimea after the 
break up of the Soviet Union.)

• Unmarked Russian troops seized 
the Crimean Parliament and Russia 
organized a widely-criticised 
referendum, whose outcome was 
for Crimea to join Russia. It then 
annexed Crimea. 

The blockade of military units of the Armed Forces of 
Ukraine during the capture of Crimea by Russia in 
February–March 2014
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Russo-Ukrainian War
• In April 2014, demonstrations by 

pro-Russian groups in the 
Donbas region of Ukraine 
escalated into a war between 
the Ukrainian military and 
Russian-backed separatists of 
the self-declared Donetsk and 
Luhansk republics.
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Russo-Ukrainian War
• In August 2014, unmarked Russian military 

vehicles crossed the border into the Donetsk 
republic. 

• An undeclared war began between Ukrainian 
forces and separatists intermingled with 
Russian troops, although Russia denied the 
presence of its troops in the Donbas. 

• The war settled into a stalemate, with 
repeated failed attempts at ceasefire. In 2015, 
a package of agreements called Minsk II were 
signed by Russia and Ukraine, but a number 
of disputes prevented them from being fully 
implemented. 

• By 2019, 7% of Ukraine's territory was 
classified by the Ukrainian government as 
temporarily occupied territories, while the 
Russian government had indirectly 
acknowledged the presence of its troops in 
Ukraine.

A map of the line of control and buffer 
zone established by the Minsk Protocol on 
5 September 2014
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Russo-Ukrainian War
• Malaysia Airlines Flight 17 was a 

scheduled passenger flight from 
Amsterdam to Kuala Lumpur that was 
shot down on 17 July 2014 while flying 
over eastern Ukraine. All 283 passengers 
and 15 crew were killed. The shoot-down 
occurred during the War in Donbas in an 
area controlled by pro-Russian rebels

• On 28 September 2016, the Dutch led JIT 
(Joint Investigation Team) gave a press 
conference in which it concluded that the 
aircraft was shot down with a 9M38 Buk 
missile fired from a rebel-controlled field 
near Pervomaisky (Первомайський), a 
town 6 km (3.7 mi) south of Snizhne. 

• It also found that the Buk missile system 
used had been transported from Russia 
into Ukraine on the day of the crash, and 
then back into Russia after the crash, with 
one missile less than it arrived with.
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Russo-Ukrainian War
• On 30 November 2021, President 

Putin stated that an expansion of 
NATO's presence in Ukraine, especially 
the deployment of any long-range 
missiles capable of striking Moscow or 
missile defence systems similar to 
those in Romania and Poland, would 
be a "red line" issue for the Kremlin. 

• NATO Secretary-General Jens 
Stoltenberg (photo) stated: "It's only 
Ukraine and 30 NATO allies that 
decide when Ukraine is ready to join 
NATO. Russia has no veto, Russia has 
no say, and Russia has no right to 
establish a sphere of influence to try 
to control their neighbours."
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Russo-Ukrainian War
• Having built up a large military 

presence on the border from 
late 2021, in both Russia and 
Belarus, Russia, under the guise 
of a “Special Military Operation” 
launched a full-scale invasion of 
Ukraine on 24 February 2022.
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Nato
• NATO constitutes a system of 

collective security, whereby its 
independent member states 
agree to mutual defence in 
response to an attack by any 
external party. 

• Before Russia's invasion of 
Ukraine in February 2022, 
President Putin of non-member 
Russia had demanded that NATO 
promise to stop expanding east 
(to countries such as Ukraine, 
Georgia or Moldova), a condition 
that NATO refused.
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NATO has added 14 new 
members since German 
reunification and the end of the 
Cold War.
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In July 2022, NATO invited 
Finland and Sweden to join 
the organization, and the 
ratification process for the 
two countries is in 
progress. Given that one of 
Putin’s objectives was to 
stop the eastern expansion 
of NATO, this constitutes an 
own goal.
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As of September 2022, Ukraine has 
applied for NATO membership 
while two additional states have 
formally informed NATO of their 
membership aspirations: Bosnia 
and Herzegovina and Georgia. 
Kosovo also aspires to join NATO.
Putin will be violently opposed to 
Georgia joining and Bosnia and 
Kosovo would annoy his allies the 
Serbs.



European Union
• Article 49 of the Maastricht Treaty says 

that any European state that respects the 
"principles of liberty, democracy, respect 
for human rights and fundamental 
freedoms, and the rule of law", may apply 
to join the Union.

• Turkey applied for membership in 1987. 
The Western Balkans have been 
prioritised for membership since 
emerging from war during the breakup of 
Yugoslavia in the early 1990s. 
Negotiations with Turkey are frozen.

• Amid the 2022 Russian invasion of 
Ukraine, Ukraine, Moldova and Georgia 
submitted applications for EU 
membership. 

• The European Parliament subsequently 
voted to accept an emergency petition 
from the government of Ukraine for EU 
member state candidacy.

Current members   Candidate states   Applicant 
countries; Bosnia and Herzegovina is also recognised 
as a potential candidate   Potential candidate   
Former member
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Updated March 21, 2022

Russia, stalled elsewhere, advances in the 
east
Ukrainian forces continue to hold off Russian 
advances near Kyiv, Kharkiv and in large 
parts of the South. But in the east, Russian 
forces have made steady progress in recent 
days, moving west from the separatist-held 
territory of Donbas. New York Times.



March 29, 2022

Where Ukrainian forces have 
mounted counterattacks in the 
northeast
In the war’s fifth week, Ukraine 
reported making some gains in 
the northeast, waging 
counterattacks that pushed 
back Russian forces and 
enabled the Ukrainians to 
recapture several towns near 
the front lines.

Ukraine’s counterattacks have 
come as major Russian 
offensives have mostly stalled, 
with Russian troops largely 
regrouping and trying to 
consolidate territory taken in 
the opening weeks of the 
invasion. New York Times.



• Updated April 2, 2022

• Ukraine reclaims control of dozens 
of towns after Russian troops 
withdraw from around Kyiv

• Russian forces have retreated from 
around the Ukrainian capital, Kyiv, 
and the northern city of Chernihiv, 
a major defeat for the Russian 
military and a turning point in the 
war. Ukraine’s army said it was 
back in control of dozens of towns 
to the west and east of Kyiv, 
including some of the conflict’s 
most intense battlefields.

• New York Times.



• May 29, 2022

• Russia is closer to capturing key 
eastern city

• Russia made its most significant 
advance this week since shifting 
strategies to focus on eastern Ukraine. 
It edged closer to capturing the 
entirety of the Luhansk region.

• The advances have focused on 
surrounding and capturing 
Sievierodonetsk, one of the most 
important cities still held by Ukraine in 
the east. Both sides have been locked 
in increasingly heavy street fighting in 
recent days, and Ukraine’s hold on the 
city appears fragile.



• Updated June 26, 2022

• Russia launches barrage of missiles 
across Ukraine

• Russian forces launched a large-scale 
cruise missile attack on locations across 
Ukraine on Saturday and Sunday, 
Ukrainian officials said, in one of the 
largest and most coordinated airstrikes in 
weeks. The missiles were launched from 
bombers in Belarusian airspace, from 
warships in the Black Sea and from aircraft 
flying over the Caspian Sea.



• July 1, 2022

• Ukrainian counterattacks edge closer to Kherson

• While Russia concentrates the bulk of its combat 
forces on its offensive aimed at taking control of 
the eastern Donbas region, Ukraine has staged a 
string of successful counterattacks towards
Kherson.

• Russia continues to take steps to “Russify” the 
population, by introducing the ruble, cutting the 
region off from Ukrainian internet and cellular 
providers and issuing Russian passports.

• But even as the Russian proxy leaders there 
continue to talk about plans to formally integrate 
the Kherson region with Russia through a 
referendum or some other method, a growing 
insurgency is challenging their efforts to 
consolidate power. Ukrainian guerrilla fighters have 
assassinated Kremlin-approved local leaders, 
sabotaged Russian infrastructure and assisted the 
Ukrainian military in targeting Russian forces 
behind enemy lines.



• Sept. 9, 2022

• Ukraine rapidly advances around a key 
northeastern city

• Ukraine’s military made significant advances 
in recent days near the northeastern city of 
Izium, a key Russian stronghold, according to 
military analysts and geolocated photos and 
videos. The breakthrough — possibly some 50 
kilometers in just a few days — threatened to 
encircle Russian forces, which appeared to be 
caught by surprise.

• Ukrainian advances in the south have been 
slower. Ukrainian troops are fighting to push 
Russian troops back from the western side of 
the Dnipro river, which Russia has controlled 
since the first week of the invasion. After 12 
days of intense fighting and shelling, 
Ukrainian forces have reclaimed a number of 
small settlements along the frontline.



• Sept. 10, 2022

• In stunning retreat, Russia loses key 
northeastern cities to Ukrainian offensive

• Russia’s front lines have collapsed in a crucial 
pocket of northeast Ukraine, ceding a wide 
area to a surprise Ukrainian offensive. Russian 
forces abandoned a critical logistics hub, the 
city of Izium, a loss that could lead to a turning 
point in the war.

• While the exact extent of Ukrainian control 
remained fluid, the Russian Ministry of Defense
confirmed the broad retreat from Izium and the 
town of Balakliya on Saturday, just a day after 
saying it was reinforcing the area. Russia’s 
statement framed the loss as a strategic retreat 
meant to reinforce its position in the eastern 
Donbas region.



• Sept. 12, 2022

• Ukraine recaptured 3,400 square 
miles in one week

• Ukraine’s capture of Izium, a rail hub 
that Russian forces abandoned on 
Saturday, deprives Moscow of a key 
military supply route and increases 
the transport links available to Kyiv’s 
troops.

• Ukrainian forces have also made 
more modest advances in the 
southern Kherson region over the 
past several weeks. 



• Updated Oct. 9, 2022

• Pressing on two fronts, Ukraine extends its gains 
in the east and makes a sudden advance in the 
south

• Through the summer and spring, Ukrainian officials 
said repeatedly that the Ukrainian army would 
counterattack Russia at its most vulnerable 
position, in southern Ukraine. But when the 
counteroffensive came, the Ukrainians attacked in 
two locations simultaneously: in the south, as 
expected, and in a surprise advance in Ukraine’s 
northeast.

• The twin counter strikes shifted the momentum in 
the war to Ukraine after months of bloody 
stalemate and signalled to Western allies its 
capability to reclaim occupied territory, lessening 
the pressure to negotiate a settlement that would 
leave Russia controlling land it captured. 

• President Putin responded by annexing and 
declaring four provinces of Ukraine part of Russia 
and saying he would defend them by any means, a 
thinly veiled threat of a nuclear strike.



• Russian missiles struck nearly 
every region of Ukraine on 
Monday morning, killing at least 
11 people and injuring dozens 
more in the broadest attack 
since the early days of Moscow’s 
invasion.

• Most of the targets were civilian 
infrastructure sites that provide 
heat and electricity, according to 
an adviser to Ukraine’s 
president.

• New York Times. 11 Oct 2022



• Nov. 10, 2022
• Russia announces a retreat from 

Kherson
• Ukrainian troops were advancing in 

the south on Thursday after 
Russia’s announcement of a retreat 
from the strategic port city of 
Kherson and the surrounding area 
along the western bank of the 
Dnipro River.

• Ukrainian officials said that 
Moscow’s announcement of a 
withdrawal from the capital of the 
Kherson region could be a trap 
meant to lure their forces into 
brutal urban combat.



• Nov. 14, 2022

• Ukraine has reclaimed more 
than half the territory Russia 
has taken this year



• Jan. 25, 2023

• Ukrainian forces retreat from Soledar
after months of fighting

• Ukraine confirmed that its forces had 
withdrawn from Soledar, a small salt-
mining town in the Donetsk region of 
eastern Ukraine, after months of 
fierce artillery battles that have 
destroyed much of the town.

• Russian control of Soledar brings its 
forces closer to the city of Bakhmut, 
just six miles southwest, where one of 
the bloodiest battles of the war 
continues. Both sides have thrown 
masses of troops into the fight there 
for months, suffering heavy casualties.



Western Assistance to Ukraine
• NATO, EU and other Western countries are assisting Ukraine with arms, 

ammunition, training and money. Initially with Soviet gear sourced from 
former eastern European satellites and more recently with more advanced 
western weapons.

• We can assume that intelligence assistance is also being provided.

• This together with the Ukrainian army’s skills and commitment have 
enabled them to roll back a lot of the initial Russian incursions.

• With Russia still a major nuclear power external military intervention in 
Ukraine does not seem a rational option.

• Putin is in the process of conscripting a bigger army presumably for 
another attack.

• It seems a long term plan, for managing a proxy war with Putin for the rest 
of his life, is now required.
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The High Mobility Artillery Rocket 
System (HIMARS) fires the Army's 
new guided Multiple Launch 
Rocket System during testing at 
White Sands Missile Range.

The military assistance the United 
States and others have supplied 
has been essential to these 
Ukrainian battlefield successes. 
Especially important has been 
long-range artillery, like the 
(HIMARS), which Ukraine has been 
using very effectively to target 
Russian logistics and command 
and control.

In the weeks leading up to the 
Ukrainian counteroffensives, the 
Ukrainian military used HIMARS to 
destroy Russian ammunition 
depots and to kill Russian military 
leadership — two resources that 
are very difficult for Russia to 
replace and are necessary for their 
military to be effective.



Military Aid
• Ukraine has repeatedly asked its Western 

allies to provide it with battle tanks to help it 
fight Russia but up until now, its Western 
allies appeared reluctant to do so, fearing the 
provision of offensive weapons could provoke 
Moscow further.

• Germany hesitated over Leopard 2 tanks for a 
few days. Berlin has now got what it wanted –
more cover from the US.

• With Washington agreeing, in principle, to 
send some of its gas-guzzling Abrams tanks at 
some point Berlin is now not alone in sending 
homemade tanks to Ukraine.

• The Leopard 2 is a third generation German 
main battle tank (MBT). Developed in the 
1970s, the tank entered service in 1979. 
Various iterations of the Leopard 2 continue 
to be operated by the armed forces of 
Germany, as well as 13 other European 
countries.

• It is the only tank which could be available in
sufficient numbers to influence the outcome 
of the coming battles in the spring.  

Leopard 2A5s of the Polish Land Forces



Military Aid
• Even if the Abrams take months to 

arrive, it is beginning to look like 
Ukraine will be promised a meaningful 
number of tanks in relatively short 
order. 

• Germany has promised a company of 
14 of its Leopard 2s and will allow 
Poland to send 14 more. 

• Norway is ready to send eight 
Leopards and the Netherlands may 
offer 18, while Finland, Denmark and 
Spain all appear ready to join in. 

• Britain wants to send 14 of its 
Challenger 2s and France may offer 
some Leclerc tanks too. That could 
eventually surpass the 100 that the 
IISS thinktank has suggested would be 
needed to have some impact on the 
battlefield.



For Context
• On 21 June 1941 Nazi Germany invaded 

the Soviet Union less than two years after 
signing a non-aggression pact

• In July 1943 at Kursk, 220 kilometres 
north of Kharkiv, 3,000 German tanks 
fought 5,000 Russian tanks in the biggest 
tank battle of the 2nd World War. 

• That was the point at which German 
technical superiority and military skill, 
that had run roughshod over Western and 
Central Europe, was overborn by the 
mass production of simple but effective 
weapons and the rage of the Russian 
people in arms. 

• The Soviet Union lost an estimated 20 to 
30 million people in the war and the 
legacy of what is known in the country as 
the Great Patriotic war is venerated.

Elements of the German 3rd Panzer Army on the road 
near Pruzhany, June 1941



Putin’s Response
• Speaking on 2nd February 2023 at 

events marking the 80th anniversary 
of the Red Army’s victory over Nazi 
Germany in Stalingrad Putin said:

• “It’s unbelievable but true. We are 
again being threatened by German 
Leopard tanks,” he said in the 
southern city. “Again and again we are 
forced to repel the aggression of the 
collective west.”

• “We aren’t sending tanks to their 
borders but we have something to 
respond with, and it won’t be just 
about using armoured vehicles. 
Everyone should understand this,” 
Putin added. “A modern war with 
Russia will be completely different.”



Limitations to military aid
• Much of the military aid to Ukraine has come from stocks of 

weapons and ammunition.

• Stocks are limited and new production will take time and
money.

• A Rheinmetall spokesman told CNN on Tuesday that even 
though it has 139 Leopard tanks in stock, only 29 modern 
Leopard 2 combat tanks could be ready for delivery as early 
as April or May, as they are being prepared for a weapons 
ring exchange. Rheinmetall would need about a year to 
prepare another 22 Leopard 2 vehicles that it has in stock, he 
added.

• The Rheinmetall CEO said in an interview his company could 
increase its production of tank rounds to over 100,000 
“today,” and that the arms manufacturer has a total capacity 
of over 240,000 rounds, but for a bottleneck of gunpowder.

• “That means we would actually need a further powder 
capacity" Papperger said. "It would need a specialized 
chemical plant that would carry an estimated cost of 
between 700 and 800 million euros.” Modern tank ammunition. Armour-

piercing fin-stabilized discarding 
sabot (APFSDS) left, High explosive 
right.



What may happen next?
• Putin has fought wars in Chechnya, Georgia and Ukraine.

• I am sure he is angry about the incompetence of his army in this current 
war but he is showing no sign of reducing his objective or abandoning 
military means. 

• He has never shown any sign of being impressed with the military, political 
or economic costs of his wars.

• His willingness to sanction murders on the soil of other G7 countries also 
speaks to his contempt for world opinion.

• The safe assumption is that he will go on with his attempt to reunite the 
Soviet Union by force, using all the tools he thinks useful, until someone 
kills him.

• There will be a pause after the snow melts until the mud dries out. Both 
sides will be preparing new offensives for that point. 
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Post Soviet States in English alphabetical 
order: Armenia Azerbaijan Belarus Estonia 
Georgia Kazakhstan Kyrgyzstan Latvia Lithuania 
Moldova Russia Tajikistan Turkmenistan 
Ukraine Uzbekistan

Putin's Wars - ©Jerry McBrien - October 2022 46

Presumably President Putin would feel 
entitled to invade any of these countries if 
they did something he did not like.



Geography and the War
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Ukraine is the 
biggest country in 
Europe.
It has a long 
border with 
Russia.
The cities in the 
east of Ukraine 
have better 
communications 
with Russia than 
with Kyiv.
The dictator of 
Belarus is 
dependent on
Putin. 



Geography and the War
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Ukraine is even bigger 
east to west.

Lviv used to be Lvov and 
it used to be in Poland.
Despite this only 0.3% 
of the current Ukraine 
population is reported 
to be ethnically Polish.
Presumably when Stalin 
moved the borders of 
the USSR to the west he 
moved the Poles to the 
west as well.

However 17% of 
Ukrainians are reported 
to be ethnically Russian.



Geography and the War
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Population Density

Ukraine Russia

In a very big country with low 
population density, use of battlefield 
nuclear weapons might look like a 
risk you could get away with, without 
starting a disastrous escalation. 



Demographics and the War
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Ukraine experienced several decades of 
rapid population growth between 1950 
and 1990 when its population was at its 
highest of 51.46 million people.

Since the 1990s, Ukraine’s population 
has been declining due to high 
emigration rates, low birth rates, and 
high death rates. Ukraine’s birth rate is 
9.2 births per 1,000 people, which has 
decreased over 2% every year the past 
several years, and its death rate is 
15.193 deaths per 1,000 people. Many 
people leave the country because 
Ukraine is the second-poorest in 
Europe, is in conflict with Russia to its 
east, and is beset by corruption.



Demographics and the War
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Between 1993 and 2008, Russia’s 
population saw a considerable decline in 
population from 148 million to 143. During 
this time, Russia experienced low birth rates 
and abnormally high death rates. Since 
then, the population has increased again to 
146 million; however, the population is 
expected to reach its peak at the end of 
2020 and is projected to start declining 
again.
Russia has one of the lowest fertility rates in 
the world of 1.58 births per woman. Russia 
also has one of the oldest populations in the 
world with an average age of 40 years. 
Russia has a low level of immigration.
It is estimated that Russia will fall from the 
9th most populous country to 17th by 2050.



Demographics and the War
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Both Ukraine and Russia have 
unusual demographics.



Demographics and the War

• Australia’s population for 
comparison.

• Data on this and previous 
overheads from 
worldpopulationreview.com
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Demographics and the War
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Military age during the Great Patriotic War 92 +

Growing up during the war 77 - 91

Post war baby boom 77 – 67?

Collapse of Communism and dissolution of the USSR
Births from 1989 to 2000

Putin is a good thing 2000 to 2010

Putin is a bad thing 2010 to date 

100% fought over and occupied Not fought over and occupied

Echo of low births 1989 - 2000

Prime military age 18 – 25{



Demographics and the War
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Same shape of the curve but much 
more pronounced in the Ukraine.

Motivation beats numbers but 
there must be concerns about 
Ukraine’s staying power.



Nuclear Weapons

• After 5 decades of arms limitation and arms reduction negotiations 
the New START treaty was signed on 8 April 2010 in Prague, and, after 
ratification, entered into force on 5 February 2011. It is expected to 
last until 5 February 2026, having been extended in 2021.

• It requires the USA and Russia each to reduce the number of their 
deployed warheads to 1,550, which would give a throw weight of the 
order of 1,500 megatons. That is equivalent to approximately 100,000 
Hiroshima bombs.

• All these deployed war heads have delivery systems with 
intercontinental reach. 

• The number of undeployed warheads is not restricted.
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Nuclear Weapons
• Putin’s nuclear saber-rattling led US 

national security adviser Jake Sullivan 
to warn of “catastrophic 
consequences” late last month should 
Moscow move to use nuclear 
weapons – and Putin has only further 
ratcheted up his rhetoric since.

• President Joe Biden’s stark warning in
October that the world faces the 
highest prospect of nuclear war in 60 
years was not based on any new 
intelligence about Russian President 
Vladimir Putin’s intentions or changes 
in Russia’s nuclear posture, multiple 
US officials told CNN.

• Rhetoric may have out run plans for 
action.
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European Gas Hostage
• Ukraine remains the main transit route for 

Russian natural gas sold to Europe, which 
earns Ukraine about $3 billion a year in transit 
fees, making it the country's most lucrative 
export service.

• Following the launch of the Nord Stream 
pipeline, which bypasses Ukraine, gas transit 
volumes through Ukraine have been steadily 
decreasing.

• During the Ukrainian crisis, starting in 
February 2014 with the Russian annexation of 
Crimea, severe tensions extended to the gas 
sector. Eventually, the EU commissioner for 
energy Günther Oettinger was called in to 
broker a deal securing supplies to Ukraine and 
transit to the EU.

• European, particularly German, dependence 
on Russian gas supply restricts their ability to 
apply sanctions against Russia.

• Russia’s significant oil export capacity also 
complicates sanctions. Major Russian natural gas pipelines to Europe
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European Gas Supply (EU + UK)

Russia reduced gas supplies to the EU and UK 
markets during the heating season.
Year-on-year change in the European Union 
and United Kingdom natural gas imports by 
source, Oct 2021- Jan 2022.

Domestic 
production

Russia

Other
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Russia           Algeria Norway       TAP            LNG

Others
Qatar
USA



European Gas Supply (EU + UK) as at Feb 2022

European storages are 30% below their 
5-year average and are less than a third 
full

Inventory levels in EU 
underground storage sites, 
2016-2022
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European Gas Supply 
• Russia appears to be restricting gas 

supply to Europe by every means which 
doesn’t give Europe the right to terminate 
the contracts

• Sweden’s domestic security agency said 
on Thursday that its preliminary 
investigation “has strengthened the 
suspicions of serious sabotage”.

• “We can conclude that there have been 
detonations at Nord Stream 1 and 2 in 
the Swedish exclusive economic zone that 
have led to extensive damage to the gas 
pipelines,” Sweden’s public prosecutor 
Mats Ljungqvist said in a statement.

• Ljungqvist added that the “crime scene 
investigation had strengthened the 
suspicions of aggravated sabotage”.
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Gas bubbles from a leak in the Nord Stream 2 gas 
pipeline reach the surface of the Baltic Sea near 
Bornholm, Denmark [Danish Defence 
Command/Handout via Reuters]



European Energy Supply 
• The Europeans cannot possibly remain dependent on Russia for their 

energy security.

• They must as soon as possible in descending order of desirability
• Reduce their energy consumption
• Develop new sources of renewable energy
• Negotiate, engineer and build future alternative sources of gas.
• Source every scrap of non Russian gas that can be forced through existing delivery 

systems.
• Source every scrap of alternative fuel which is available and substitutable for gas 

• This is necessarily going to be a multi year effort.

• The private sector will contribute by moving energy intensive production to 
regions with more secure energy supply.

• Mild weather this northern winter has been very helpful.
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• They have had some success at 
sourcing every scrap of non 
Russian gas that can be forced 
through existing delivery 
systems.

• But this has had the effect of 
forcing up the price of gas 
throughout Europe, Asia and 
Australia. 
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The Scramble for Gas
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The scramble for gas has 
increased the price of LNG 
in south east Asia from 
the usual sub US$10 per 
mmBtu, before the 
Russians started 
strangling, to average 
$30+ and peaking in the 
$70s.
As spring approaches and
after a warm European
winter prices have settled
back to only double
normal prices.



• They have had some success at 
sourcing every scrap of 
alternative fuel which is 
available and substitutable for 
gas.

• But this has had the effect of 
forcing up the price of thermal 
coal throughout Europe, Asia 
and Australia.  
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The Scramble for Coal
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The scramble for coal has 
increased the price of 
Newcastle thermal coal from 
the usual USD75 per tonne 
before the Russians started 
strangling to average US$ 300 
since the invasion.
As spring approaches and after 
a warm European winter prices 
have settled back to only three 
times normal prices. 
Increases in fuel prices feed 
through into electricity prices. 



Effects on Europe
• The German government announced plans to 

borrow €200 billion ($195 billion) to cap 
natural gas prices for households and 
businesses. That’s a bigger price tag than the 
£150 billion ($165 billion) the UK government 
is expected to borrow to finance its own price 
cap.

• Germany, Europe’s biggest economy, is trying 
to cope with surging gas and electricity costs 
caused largely by a collapse in Russian gas 
supplies to Europe.

• German Chancellor Olaf Scholz (photo) 
announced in October, plans, which are set to 
run until spring 2024, to introduce an 
emergency price brake on gas and electricity, 
the details of which will be announced next 
month. It is also scrapping a planned gas levy 
to help firms struggling with high spot market 
prices.

• The Australian Government has also 
introduced a program to ameliorate the 
increasing costs to consumers.
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Russian exports by value
• Russia produces 13% of global crude 

oil.

• Russia exports 5.5 million bbls/day of 
oil and oil products to members of the 
OECD.
• That is 26% of OECD imports, but
• 34% of OECD Europe imports, but 
• Only 7% of US imports, which
• are only a small fraction of US 

consumption.
• However Russian exports of diesel to the 

US are a significant share of the US diesel 
market. 

• Russia is a huge supplier of natural gas 
to Europe.

• These energy supply relationships 
complicate the application of 
sanctions to Russia.
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Corn exports by value 2021
• By value, the listed 15 countries 

shipped 93.9% of globally 
exported corn in 2021.

• The volume has shrunk because 
of logistical problems since 
Russia invaded Ukraine on Feb. 
24 and blocked Ukraine's Black 
Sea ports, the main routes for 
Ukrainian grain exports.

• Turkey has been working with 
the combatants and the United 
Nations to facilitate grain 
exports from Ukraine but they 
are clearly still being restricted. 
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List of countries by 
wheat exports
• 2020 data from FAO.

• Ukraine also exports 5 million 
tonnes of Barley a year. 

• An ongoing war can be assumed 
to inhibit  agricultural 
production levels in future.
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Wheat has clearly reached 
price levels since the invasion 
which are close to double those 
which have applied throughout 
the previous 13 years.
The price remains 50% higher
than usual price levels.
If this price increase is in part 
due to restrictions on Ukraine 
exports then the war is 
exacerbating world hunger as 
well as contributing to inflation. 

Effect on Food Prices
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USD/tonne

As at 3/2/2023



Effect on Food Prices

Putin's Wars - ©Jerry McBrien - October 2022 72

The price of corn has not 
risen to unprecedented 
levels but it has certainly 
kicked upwards at the 
time of the invasion.
It is difficult to see these 
price effects 
disappearing while the 
war continues.

US cents/bushel

As at 3/2/2023



Effects on Australia

• As a result of Putin’s war on 
Ukraine the market value of 
Australia’s energy exports in the 
last year has increased three fold 
from approximately US$66 Billion 
to approximately US$212 Billion.

• The vast majority of this windfall 
has accrued to a small number of 
very large, usually foreign owned, 
corporations.

• They have also passed these prices 
through to the domestic Australian 
market. 
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9th January – 1942 – Price Control
• War Economy

• After Japan launched its war of conquest 
in the Pacific, a Coal Commission was 
created and was given powers to acquire 
all coal stocks in New South Wales and fix 
prices throughout Australia. 

• The workers were shown that the owners 
were being bound to direction and a limit 
on earnings just as rigidly as any miner. 
The coalfields seemed happy.

Coal stocks were a continuing anxiety for the 
government.
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In Wartime it has always been accepted that 
energy producers are not permitted to 
extract windfall profits from the sudden and 
surprising scarcities created by the war.



Australian Public Policy
• The government should cap the 

cost of energy to Australians at 
prices ruling before the invasion of 
the Ukraine.

• The cost should be recovered by a 
windfall profits tax on companies 
gaining from this windfall.

• During war time governments have 
always rationed and regulated to 
distribute scarce resources and the 
costs of the war equitably. The fact 
that Australia is not a combatant 
should not effect the obligation to 
do this.
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John Curtin Prime Ministerial Library. Records of the 
Curtin Family. John Curtin working on a Sunday 
morning, Lodge study, Canberra. 1942. JCPML00376/6



Putin’s strength is 

• Russia’s nuclear deterrent, which it inherited from the Soviet Union, 
which deters against  attack by anyone, and

• Russia’s self sufficiency in energy, food, raw materials and military 
equipment, which renders it petty well immune from economic 
sanctions or a blockade.

Putin's Wars - ©Jerry McBrien - October 2022 76



Putin's Wars - ©Jerry McBrien - October 2022 77



What will happen next?
• With Russia still a major nuclear power no 

external military intervention in Ukraine is a 
rational option.

• With the Europeans and the world this energy 
dependent on Russia, serious coordinated 
sanctions sufficient to force Putin back out of 
the Ukraine will be impossible.

• Putin will not stop the war until he has won. 
The best that can be hoped for is a period of 
stalemate.

• There is a danger that the war will exhaust
Nato’s stocks without defeating Russia.

• If he wins, every other country of the former 
Soviet Union with a dissident Russian 
population will fear the same treatment as 
Ukraine.

• Defeat of the Ukraine would generate a huge
migration problem for Europe.

• Concerted effective western sanctions on and 
resistance to Russia may inhibit China, which 
is much more dependent on both imports and 
exports than Russia.
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• Thanks for your attention.
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