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Situation report 8th February 1942
New Guinea
• Rabaul and Kavieng in Australian administered New Guinea have been invaded by the 

Japanese. 

• 141 Australian soldiers, who attempted to escape, have been captured by the Japanese and 
executed. A few hundred more remain fugitives in the jungle.

• The government left civilians and soldiers in the lurch without assistance or guidance.

• Japanese are occupying other locations in New Guinea and their aircraft are raiding further 
and further south.

• The RAAF are attacking Rabaul but they don’t have the means to make an impact.

• The defences of Port Moresby include three battalions of infantry but no fighter aircraft.

An Anzac naval command has been formed and a US Navy carrier task force has been 
detailed to support the Anzac area 

Philippines
• The US/Philippino forces in the Philippines are bottled up in the Bataan peninsula and the 

Island fortress of Coregidor and are being starved by the Japanese blockade.
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Situation report 8th February 1942

Australia
• The GOC Home Forces has asked the government to accept or countermand his 

strategy of not reinforcing “isolated localities” like Townsville and Tasmania.

• The US Navy has withdrawn from their base at Darwin.

Government
• Australia has not achieved any acceptable role in the direction of the war.

• Australian Intelligence is predicting an attack on Port Moresby and air raids on 
Townsville.

• Britain has agreed to allocate some fighters, tanks and light anti aircraft guns to 
Australia, to begin to remedy the most glaring weaknesses in Australian defence 
capability, but the numbers of fighters are small and the other items are 
allocations out of future production.

• There are currently no fighters in Australia to defend Australia.

• The government have approved the production of the Boomerang fighter.
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Situation report 8th February 1942
Malaya
• The 8th Division AIF inflicted heavy losses on 

the Japanese but were unable to stop their 
advance. Two of the six infantry battalions 
have suffered very severe losses at Muar.

• The Indian divisions have suffered even 
worse losses

• Destruction of bridges and boats during the 
withdrawal has not delayed the Japanese 
who have followed up quickly with tanks and 
artillery as well as infantry and have 
outflanked the allies by moving troops by sea 
down the west coast.

• The defenders have withdrawn onto 
Singapore Island and blown up the causeway 
and are improvising defences under heavy 
attack by artillery and aircraft.

• Available reinforcements are not well trained 
and no more convoys into Singapore are 
planned. 

• The airforce has withdrawn to Sumatra and 
the navy to Java.

The 70-foot gap in the Causeway is below the Johore Administration building.
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Situation report 8th February 1942

NEI
• The Japanese are advancing to the south and west and are operating aircraft 

carriers in the area.

• Ambon has been taken and Australia has lost contact with the Australian 
Battalion Taskforce stationed there.

• Timor, defended by a third Australian Battalion Task force, and Sumatra are under 
threat.

• 1 Australian Corps is moving to reinforce NEI but Wavell is planning to split the 
force up and mix it in with Dutch forces.

• 1 Corps intelligence analysis is predicting that if the corps is landed it will be lost.

General Wavell, 

• Supreme Commander of ABDA, is trying to solve "the time problem between the 
rate of Japanese advance and the arrival of reinforcements".

The War in the Pacific - The First Six Months ©Jerry McBrien 5



The War in the Pacific - The First Six Months ©Jerry McBrien 6



8th February - Singapore
• Dawn on 8th February brought with it still greater 

enemy air activity. Aided by observation from a balloon 
moored over Johore Bahru, from aircraft, and from 
vantage points on the ground, guns pounded the island 
with increasing ferocity during the day. The weight of 
these attacks fell mainly in the 22nd Brigade's sector. 

• Bennett's headquarters were bombed during the 
morning, and although only one man was killed, 
documents were sent flying.

• The shelling and bombing played havoc with 
communications generally, and especially with those of 
the 22nd Brigade. The bombardment didn’t cause many 
casualties but line communications suffered multiple 
cuts, in some cases every ten yards or so. 

• The 22nd Brigade's radios had been called in for 
overhaul when the brigade got back to the island and 
were only returned on the morning of 8th. They were 
sent up to the battalions in the afternoon, but effective 
use was not made of them. 

• The artillery response to the bombardment included fire 
to the mainland opposite the 44th and 22nd Brigades; 
but the response was not nearly as heavy as the 
Japanese bombardment.

22nd Brigade’s sector
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8th February - Singapore
• In the 2/19th Battalion area the bombardment 

prevented Major Robertson from completing 
his reconnaissance on taking over command 
from Lieut-Colonel Anderson, who had been 
hospitalised. The shelling increased during the 
evening until it reached drumfire intensity.

• Australian signallers were unable, despite 
constant and valiant efforts, to repair the 
damage to lines, and most of Taylor's (22nd

Brigade) companies lost touch with their 
battalion headquarters.

• Varley, commanding the 2/18th Battalion, 
wrote in his diary: "During my four years' 
service 1914-18 I never experienced such 
concentrated shell fire over such a period. 
• 80 shells were counted falling in D Coy area in 

one minute; 
• Lt Vernon's platoon area had 67 in 10 minutes 

and this was typical of the whole area. 
• Half an hour's spell then another similar dose and 

so on throughout the whole area all day. 
• Our signal communications were cut and repaired 

and cut again.

22nd Brigade’s sector
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8th February - Singapore
• The Japanese began landing soon after 10.30 p.m. 

in all 22 brigade’s battalion sectors, aided by heavy 
concentrations of mortar and artillery fire. The 
degraded communications resulted in delays in 
targeting the artillery onto the landings. The guns 
were constantly firing to meet such needs as 
became known but in the absence of artillery fire 
directed on to them as they neared their landing -
points, the invaders were able to leap ashore 
opposed only by infantry weapons.

• Men blazed at boats and barges as they came 
ashore. Some barges were set alight, and few of 
the Japanese managed to scramble ashore. More 
landing craft reached the shore and were hotly 
engaged. Many were beaten off or sunk, but the 
men and weapons immediately available to meet 
the invaders were insufficient to cope with their 
numbers.

• Some machine-guns had been knocked out in the 
afternoon’s bombardment, but the other machine-
gunners were firing at ranges down to ten yards. 
The barbed wire obstacles were valuable in 
temporarily halting enemy parties where they 
were exposed to withering fire. The water in the 
cooling system of the guns was boiling as the fight 
continued. 

Japanese landing on Singapore 
night of 8th February 1942
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8th February - Singapore
• The machine-gunners stuck to their task until 

about 1.30 a.m., and those who could be 
spared from the guns used bayonets on the 
enemy. The infantry had been engaged in 
hand-to-hand fighting with the Japanese as 
they came inland. The machine-gunners had 
fired about 10,000 rounds from each gun 
when, almost without ammunition, and with 
reports of Japanese on both flanks, machine-
guns were destroyed, and the men withdrew, 
taking the wounded with them.

• the Japanese were avoiding head-on 
encounters as far as possible, and taking 
advantage of the gaps which existed among 
the widely-spaced points of resistance to 
penetrate the Australian rear.

• during the night of 8th - 9th February, the 
2/15th Regiment fired 4,800 rounds, more 
than 90 per cent of them after the first 
request for defensive fire. The 2/10th

supporting the 27th brigade and the 5th

supporting the 44th fired only a few hundred 
rounds.

Japanese landing on Singapore 
night of 8th February 1942
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8th February - Singapore
• 2/20 Batallion

• A company – practically undisturbed, fell back to the 
battalion perimeter

• B company
• C company – fierce fighting, fell back to the battalion 

perimeter
• D company – fierce fighting, when at first light what 

were thought to be tanks were heard approaching, a 
withdrawal of 1000 yards was made to a knoll which, it 
was hoped, would provide a satisfactory obstacle to 
them. Exposed to the full force of attack by the 
Japanese who had advanced into the surrounding area. 
Forced into the swamps, men were lost in making river 
crossings, remnants reached Bulim, exhausted and 
without arms. 

• HQ company
• The Australians used their 3-inch mortars to marked 

effect, and from time to time threw the enemy back by 
bayonet attack. As dawn broke the struggle continued. 
Assheton (2/20) concluded that the stream of invaders 
was too great, and at 9.15 a.m. ordered a withdrawal to 
Ama Keng. Withdrawing through country now overrun 
by the enemy, it was split into small parties by 
ambushes and other encounters. Forced into the 
swamps, men were lost in making river crossings, but 
remnants of parties reached Bulim, exhausted and 
without arms. Seven of the battalion’s officers had 
been killed, three wounded, and one was missing, and 
many other ranks had been lost.

Japanese landing on Singapore 
night of 8th February 1942
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8th February - Singapore
• 2/18 Batallion

• A company – fierce fighting, about 3.30 
a.m., the headquarters moved off 
towards battalion headquarters north of 
Ama Keng, 43 strong. 

• B company – Attempted to clear a 
withdrawal route for C company. The 
Japanese, however, were encountered in 
greater strength than had been expected, 
efforts to rejoin the battalion failed, and 
only remnants of the company eventually 
reached rear positions. 

• C company – Heavily engaged, only 45 
reached battalion headquarters early on 
the morning of 9th February. 

• D company - with a strength of 141 east 
of the road was covering the road 
approach to Ama Keng from the north at 
3.30 a.m., but in the darkness had also 
lost contact with some of its men.  

• HQ company
• Moved east in the morning with many 

encounters with the enemy.

Japanese landing on Singapore 
night of 8th February 1942
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8th February - Singapore
• 2/19 Batallion

• A company – unmolested by landings but 
uncontactable at 6.30.

• B company – bore the brunt of landings in the 
battalion sector, remnants succeeded in reaching
the perimeter which had been organised around 
battalion headquarters. 

• C company - moved up to the headwaters of the 
river to resist infiltration to the right of B coy. 

• D company - unmolested by landings, had been 
withdrawn to the perimeter by 6.30 a.m., but 
lost two platoons which were cut off by the 
enemy on the way. 

• HQ company
• The battalion perimeter was attacked. The 

Japanese were held off. Robertson ordered an 
attack, with carriers in close support, hoping to 
break through towards Tengah. The attack began 
about 7 a.m., but a ridge across the line of 
withdrawal was held in strength by the Japanese, 
and only 200 yards were gained, at the cost of 
heavy losses and disablement of four carriers, 
under increasing enemy pressure dispersal 
through the swamps was ordered as the only 
practicable option.

Japanese landing on Singapore 
night of 8th February 1942
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8th February - Air
• On the morning of 8 February, Capt. Dufrane led out nine B-17s in 

an attempt to strike back at Kendari. The weather provided a cloud 
cover that appeared inviting but actually contained so much 
turbulence as to make flying in formation almost impossible, and 

• about halfway across the Java Sea the Americans were set upon by 
nine to twelve enemy fighters. 

• The Japanese concentrated first on Dufrane’s plane, which almost 
immediately burst into flame. Only six of the crew succeeded in 
bailing out. 

• Capt. Strother having moved into the lead, the enemy’s fire in a 
second attack knocked out one engine, damaged another, and blew 
out the hydraulic system of his plane. 

• Again the Japanese made a frontal attack, and this time the plane 
piloted by Lt. Prichard, who had arrived from the United States just 
two days before, burst into flames and exploded.

• Three other planes sustained serious damage as the fight 
continued. 

• Finally, what was left of the flight turned back; only three of the 
original nine planes returned to their base. 

• The survivors identified some deficiencies in their aircraft. 

• The top turret of the B17 had been unable to cope with head-on 
attacks, 

• the .30-cal. machine gun in the nose had lacked sufficient range, 
and 

• the bottom turret had failed to prevent attacks from below on 
vulnerable bomb bay tanks The War in the Pacific - The First Six Months ©Jerry McBrien 14



9th February
• Government

• Bowden cabled to Australia on 9th February: "It appears significant that February 11th is 
greatest Japanese patriotic festival of the year, namely, anniversary of accession of their 
first Emperor, and it can be taken as certain that they will make a supreme effort to 
achieve capture of Singapore on this date.

• Sea

• At Macassar Japanese landings began at dawn on the 9th. The small Dutch garrison could 
offer little opposition, and by nightfall the Japanese were in occupation.

• The seven tankers of the Palembang section of "MS.3 " reached their destination on the 
9th February.

• That day (9th February) Hobart, having escorted Devonshire and Felix Roussel of convoy 
"E.M.U." through Sunda Strait, dispersed them to Bombay unescorted, and the next day 
took over from Cornwall the escort of convoy "JS1”, carrying the first flight of the A.I.F. 
coming from the Middle East to the Netherlands East Indies.

• The ships Kinta (1,220 tons) and Darvel (1,929 tons) sailed from Singapore on the 9th 
with 1,000 servicemen for Batavia, including the Australian 2/3rd Reserve Motor 
Transport Company which provided deck and engine room crews for the Kinta, whose 
crew had deserted in an air raid.

• The 25th Brigade Group sailed from Suez on 9th February.
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9th February
• Air

• On 9th February, an enemy force was sighted off Gasmata on the southerncoast of New Britain, 
and a landing was reported. Two transports and a destroyer were anchored inshore close to 
Gasmata aerodrome and four destroyers were lying just outside the harbour. That night five 
Hudsons from the composite squadron and three Catalinas attacked. Flying in bad weather the 
formation was broken up and one Hudson crew did not find the target. The others dropped 500-lb 
and 250-lb bombs, but no hits were observed. On the return flight Wing Commander Lerew, who 
had led the attack, landed at Salamaua where a quantity of gold bullion was loaded into his 
aircraft and flown to Port Moresby. Four Hudsons returned to the attack, but again without 
success.

• On the 9th R.A.A.F. ground staff at Penfui mistook three USAAF Douglas Dauntless dive bombers 
for enemy aircraft, and fired on them with small arms, so damaging two that they had to return to 
Darwin for repairs.

• Penfui had no knowledge that the Dauntlesses, in transit to Java, were due. A flight of nine 
Kittyhawks of No. 3 Fighter Squadron (provisional) accompanied the dive bombers, with a single 
Liberator to aid them in navigation. As they approached Timor their way was barred by heavy 
storm clouds and the pilots could not find Penfui aerodrome. Unable to aid the fighters further, 
the Liberator was forced to turn back to Darwin—for which only it had the needed range. After 
further vain attempts to land all the Kittyhawks were lost; one pilot was killed when he attempted 
a crash landing in the jungle and all the others baled out over the Atambua area and were 
brought in by an R.A.A.F. salvage party.
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8th & 9th February
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9th February - Singapore
• Soon after midnight General Bennett ordered the 2/29th 

Battalion to the 22nd Brigade area. 

• At 4.45 a.m. (9th February), as Bennett became increasingly 
aware of the seriousness of the situation, he ordered the 
Special Reserve Battalion (Major Saggers) and the reserve 
company of the 2/4th Machine Gun Battalion to the 22nd

Brigade area, with instructions as to the position the Reserve 
Battalion was to occupy.

• Delay occurred in the 2/29’s movement, for in its defensive 
role it was widely dispersed and had first to be concentrated. 
Because of this, and a hitch in supplying it with transport, it 
did not reach the Tengah airfield area until 6 a.m.  

• There, at 7.45 a.m., it was joined by Saggers' battalion. 

• At 8.30 a.m., General Percival ordered his only reserve, the 
12th Indian Brigade components? (Brigadier Paris) to Keat
Hong to come under Bennett's command. 

• small parties coming in from forward battalions had reported 
that they had been overrun or by-passed by large Japanese 
forces, and that companies were fighting their way back to 
the airfield.

• Major Merrett, with fifty men of the 2/20th who had 
collected at Bulim, was sent to the left flank of the 2/29th. 

Bulim Line 9th February
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9th February - Singapore
• From early morning on 9th February, 

while resistance was still being 
maintained by the Australians north of 
the Tengah airfield, Brigadier Taylor had 
sought to establish a stop-line from the 
northern end of the airfield to the Choa
Chu Kang village behind which he might 
build strength and from which a counter-
attack might be launched. 

• At 9.30 a.m. orders reached Taylor from 
Bennett to counter-attack and recapture 
Ama Keng village, using Pond's 2/29th 
Battalion for the purpose. Taylor went 
forward with his artillery commander, and 
discussed a plan for the counter-attack 
with Pond, who prepared to carry it out; 
but as the Japanese worked round to the 
east of the airfield, the brigadier 
subsequently decided that to do so would 
involve unjustifiable risk.

Bulim Line 9th February
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9th February - Singapore
• As Taylor saw the situation, his two main problems were to 

prevent the Japanese from getting around the airfield 
towards the Kranji - Jurong area, as yet unmanned; and to 
protect the right flank of the 44th Indian Brigade. He 
estimated that by midday the Japanese could have landed 
twelve battalions. To meet such a situation he had at his 
disposal some 500 men of his own brigade; Pond's and 
Saggers ' battalions; the Jind Battalion and the reserve 
company of the 2/4th Machine Gun Battalion—a force small 
in comparison, and one comprising units either hastily 
organised, in process of reorganisation, or, in the case of the 
Jind, trained solely for airfield defence. 

• Were he to hazard one of the only intact battalions upon a 
counter-attack possibly or probably foredoomed to failure, he 
might jeopardise all prospect of a successful stand in his 
sector. 

• He was doubtful also of being able to hold the stop position 
for long, especially as once night came it would be 
particularly vulnerable to attack and outflanking movements. 

• In these circumstances he cancelled the counter-attack order 
about 11 a.m., decided to readjust his line so that it would 
face west on a line from east of the Tengah airfield through 
Bulim towards the Jurong road, and sent Beale, his brigade 
major, to inform Brigadier Ballentine and General Bennett of 
his intention.

Bulim Line 9th February
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9th February - Singapore
• The 12th Indian Brigade reported to the 22nd 

Australian Brigade at midday that it had begun to 
arrive at Keat Hong, a mile and a half east of 
Buliim. 

• About 1 p.m. Taylor gave orders for occupation of 
the line through Bulim towards the Jurong road.

• A detachment of the Johore Volunteer Engineers which 
had arrived during the morning went into position on 
the right, north of Bulim and the Choa Chu Kang road; 

• the 2/18th Battalion, about 330 strong, astride the road 
forward of Bulim village and to the south of it; and 

• the 2/29th between the 2/18th and the Jurong road, 
with 

• a company which had become detached from the 
Special Reserve Battalion, about 150 survivors of the 
2/10th Field Company, and a small party of the 2/20th

Battalion on its left.
• The company of the 2/19th Battalion which had been at 

Choa Chu Kang village, and about sixty men of the 
2/20th Battalion, came under command of Major 
Merrett as "Merrett Force", which was placed in a 
reserve position near the 2/18th Battalion.

• The 12th Brigade, which at this stage comprised the 
Argylls, 400 strong including 150 marines, and the 
4/19th Hyderabads, numbering 440 including many 
newly-arrived reinforcements. 

• The Argylls were placed north of the Choa Chu Kang 
road, and 

• the Hyderabads, continued the line 600 yards south of 
the road towards the West Bukit Timah reserve 
position.

Bulim Line 9th February
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9th February - Singapore
• At 2.30 after a meeting between 

Percival and Bennett the 44th Indian 
Brigade was ordered to withdraw at 
once to the southern part of the line 
and, the 6th/15th Brigade was 
transferred from Three Corps to come 
under Bennett's orders. Bennett 
ordered it during the evening of the 
9th to take up a position in the line on 
the right of the 44th Indian Brigade.

• Only patrol encounters occurred 
during the night of the 9th-10th

February near the Bulim line. Soon 
after midnight orders reached 
Brigadier Taylor, for withdrawal of his 
forces, after denying Bulim till 6 a.m., 
to the line being formed between the 
Kranji and the Jurong.

Bulim Line 9th February
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9th February - Singapore
• Maxwell (27th brigade)was more worried 

about the Japanese on the Island to his 
west than those across the straits in 
Johore. He sought, at 11 a.m., permission 
to withdraw his 2/26th Battalion and face 
it west along the Kranji. 

• The request was refused, but Maxwell 
was authorised to form an additional, 
composite, company. With "D" Company 
of the 2/26th, the composite company 
would be responsible for 600 yards to the 
battalion's rear along the east bank of the 
Kranji, thus serving the purpose Maxwell 
had in mind.

• Artillery and air attack on the 27th 
Brigade's sector were intensified during 
the morning, degrading its line 
communications. Signallers distinguished 
themselves by constant endeavours to 
keep the lines in order despite the extent 
of the damage and the dangers of the 
work. 
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9th February - Singapore
• A further request was made by Maxwell to Western Area 

headquarters about midday that he be permitted to occupy a 
north-south line from the junction of the Kranji-Woodlands 
road to the 12-mile post on the Woodlands road. 

• The brigade would thus be withdrawn from the area west of 
the road, and its right flank would be two miles south of the 
Causeway. 

• This appears to have been granted, conditionally upon 
• the withdrawal of the brigade not being commenced 

before the oil tanks near the Causeway, in the 2/30th 
Battalion's sector, had been demolished. 

• The 2/26 battalion was ordered to extend its left flank along 
the Kranji.

• The 2/30th Battalion was to be responsible for enabling the 
engineers to wreck the oil tanks before first light on 10th 
January.

• Orders were received from Malaya Command to blow an 
ammunition magazine, in the 27th Brigade's sector. In the 
early belief that attack on the island would come from the 
sea, much of the ammunition on the island was stacked 
there. It was estimated that the magazine held 60,000 tons of 
ammunition.

• The Australian artillery received on the evening of the 9th an 
order from Malaya Command cancelling its previous 
limitation on non-operational ammunition expenditure.
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9th February - Singapore
• Movements to extend the left flank of the 2/26th Battalion were in 

progress when 

• about 8.30 p.m. the Japanese lifted their bombardment of the 
Causeway sector, and barges were seen by the Australians 
approaching its shore. 

• Soon after 9 p.m. enemy troops began landing against the 2/26th

battalion's two forward companies. The main assault was about a pier, 
where wire and other defensive works had been demolished by the 
bombardment. 

• Other landings were made in swamps along the frontage, and some 
Japanese went up the creeks in the area.

• The battery which had been sited west of the Woodlands road in 
support of the 2/26th Battalion had been ordered to move after dark 
because of the concern about the brigade's left flank, and it was not in 
action when the attack started.

• The battalion's mortars fired on the Kranji pier area, scoring heavily, 
but the Japanese persisted and were soon engaged in hand-to-hand 
fighting with the forward platoons.

• The battery supporting the 2/30th was running short of ammunition 
because additional supplies had not arrived.

• By midnight the forward troops of the 2/26th Battalion had 
concentrated in the vicinity of Kampong Kranji, where although they 
had suffered heavy casualties they held firmly.

• Demolition of the oil tanks, was delayed because the truck with the 
explosives and gear for the task was hit by a shell. Lieutenant 
Watchorny had to walk four miles to get replacements. Eventually, 
with the assistance of Sergeant Wilstencroft and the other members 
of his party he coolly set the charges within earshot of the enemy.
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10th February
• Sea

• The next day (10th Feb) Japanese army units which had moved down the coast of Borneo from Balikpapan by barge and small craft, 
and then struck overland through mountainous jungle, took the south coast town and airfield of Bandjermasin against slight 
opposition.

• On the 10th Rear-Admiral Spooner asked for ships to lift 3,000, mainly airmen, from the island. Thus, immediately on arriving at
Batavia Durban, in company with Jupiter, Stronghold, and Kedah, sailed for Singapore. It was arranged that Commander Sinclair in 
Kedah, a Singapore pilot in peacetime, should lead from the north end of Durian Strait. 

• “It was a very dark night, no moon and this terrible pall of oily smoke over everything, blowing right down upon us, the wind being N.N.E. force 
five, smothering everything. 

• Nothing in any way familiar to be seen, and instead 
• fires and flashes and flares in the most unusual places. 
• Pulau Sambu was burning fiercely, Pulau Sebarok also . . . . 
• I couldn't see Salu. 
• I couldn't see anything.”

• The four ships went alongside at Section 10. There was no shore staff to handle lines, and the wharf was slithery with oil-fuel.
Ships had oiled and then thrown the pipe-line ashore. There must have been no staff at the pumping house on the road. Hundreds 
of feet had trampled it everywhere. 

• The place was littered with abandoned cars, suddenly become valueless. Personal belongings, cherished to the water's edge, that 
had suddenly become too much—or too little—to bother about. 

• Quietly standing there amid the wreckage, waiting to embark, was the last of our weaponless Air Force.

• Air

• On the 10th Wavell returned to Singapore. One of his immediate decisions was to order a complete air force withdrawal. In a last
and desperate effort to deprive the enemy of as much advantage as possible, airfield surfaces were ploughed up, and petrol and 
equipment stores demolished, secret radar and signals equipment receiving particular attention. But neither time nor manpower
was available to permit thorough demolition.
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10th February - New Guinea
• Among the troops who passed through Tol after the massacre was Colonel Scanlan, who 

had met some of the survivors, including Privates Cook and Webster, soon after the 
event. A message had been left at Waitavalo, addressed to Colonel Scanlan; 

• "To Commander Scanlan: Now that this Island is took and tightly surrounded by our Air 
Forces and Navy you have no means of escape. If your religion does not allow you to 
commit suicide it is up to you to surrender yourself and to beg mercy for your troops. 
You will be responsible for the death of your men."

• Scanlan reached Kalai Mission, where a number of troops were gathered under Major 
Owen. 
• Unaware of any plan to rescue the survivors, and 
• in the light of the Japanese message, 
• Scanlan decided his duty was to surrender. He told Major Mollard his reasons and asked him to 

address the men. 
• That night Mollard gathered the troops together, told them that he had decided to return with 

Colonel Scanlan, and gave them his reasons. Scanlan and Mollard departed on the 10th, to return 
to Rabaul.

• Owen, as senior officer on the south coast, took command. 

The War in the Pacific - The First Six Months ©Jerry McBrien 27



10th February - Singapore

• About 4.30 a.m (10th), as 2,000,000 gallons of petrol went up in flames and 
smoke from the tanks, the surrounding area was vividly illuminated. 

• Blazing fuel flowed down creeks into the Mandai Kechil and into the Strait. 
It was assumed that this inflicted serious losses on the Japanese.  

• Concurrent fires at the naval base added to the lurid impact of the scene. 
The task upon which the withdrawal of the 2/26th and 2/30th depended 
having been done, the battalions withdrew. 

• The mortars and machine-guns of the 2/30th swept the Japanese in its 
sector with two final barrages. Shouts and screams from the enemy 
indicated that the fire was hitting the target. 

• The signal line to the 2/2nd Gurkhas on the 2/30th Battalion’s right was out 
of action, but a written message was sent to inform them of the 2/30th's 
new position. It was assumed that the withdrawal plan would have reached 
the 28th Indian Brigade, through the usual command channels.
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10th February - Singapore
• At 12.50 a.m. on 10th February, Percival's provisional plan for 

a defence arc round Singapore town had been issued as a 
secret and personal instruction to senior commanders and 
staff officers. Bennett's front was to extend from north-east to 
west of Bukit Timah village, and to about 750 yards west of 
the junction of Reformatory and Ayer Raja roads (some 1,500 
yards from Pasir Panjang village). 

• The instruction set out that: Reconnaissances of areas will be carried 
out at once and the plans for the movement of formations into the 
areas allotted to them will be prepared. 

• the instruction was embodied in an order issued from Bennett’s 
headquarters at 7.30 a.m. on the 10th. It stated that no action 
except reconnaissance was to be taken pursuant of the order.

• In the event of the new positions being occupied, the A.I.F. sector 
would be manned by the 27th Brigade on the right of Bukit Timah
road and the 22nd Brigade on the left, with the 44th Indian Brigade 
in reserve.

• When Brigadier Taylor (22nd Brigade) read the order he 
ordered the units under his command to move to positions 
along the line of Reformatory road, in the sector provisionally 
allotted to his brigade.

• On his way to reconnoitre the new positions Taylor reported 
to Bennett, who tersely reproved him for his actions, but did 
not countermand the orders given by the brigadier.

Western front, Singapore Island, 7 pm 10th February
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10th February - Singapore
• Outof touch with his brigade headquarters, lacking 

artillery support, and in danger of encirclement, the 
Argylls ' commander, Stewart, on his own initiative, 
decided to place them and the Australians in depth 
along the road, behind the Sungei Peng Siang, and 
some way back from the position they had been 
holding.

• Captain Bowring, now commanding the 2/29th battalion 
(check), and Paris met while the Australian companies 
were going into their covering position, and Bowring 
asked for an anti-tank battery to assist them. Believing 
that the enemy could not yet have landed tanks, Paris 
refused the request. He also declined a later request by 
Bowring for a battery of the 2/10th Australian Field 
Regiment.

• The moves ordered by Paris were completed early in 
the afternoon of the 10th. The northern portion of the 
line between the headwaters of the Kranji and the 
Jurong was abandoned, and the right flank of the forces 
in the southern portion of the line—the Australian 
Special Reserve Battalion and the 6th/15th and 44th 
Indian Brigades—was left in the air.

Western front, Singapore Island, 7 pm 10th February
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10th February - Singapore
• General Percival's secret instruction had reached Brigadier 

Ballentine (44th Indian Brigade) about 10.30 a.m. Both 
brigades, and Saggers and his men at West Bukit Timah, were 
heavily bombed during the morning. 

• Wild firing broke out in the 6/1st Punjab position about 1 p.m. 
• This was followed by hasty withdrawal down the Jurong road of a 

number of vehicles, one of the battalion 's companies, and some 
men of the British Battalion. 

• The Punjabis reported—incorrectly—that the British Battalion had 
withdrawn, and permission was given to the battalion to readjust its 
line. 

• However, the rearward movement quickly got out of control, and 
soon most of the brigade was streaming towards the village. 

• There it was halted and reformed by Brigadier Ballentine, who 
received orders to move it to the junction of Ulu Pandan and 
Reformatory roads.

• In the situation created by the withdrawal of the 44th 
Brigade, Coates moved his brigade (6th/15th Indian) back along 
the Jurong road, to within about two miles of Bukit Timah. 
Saggers used his men to extend the new 6th/ 15th Brigade 
position south of the road. Brigadier Williams (1st Malaya 
Brigade), with his right flank uncovered, withdrew the 2nd 
Malay Battalion to Pasir Panjang, but left outposts on the 
bridge over the Sungei Pandan.

Western front, Singapore Island, 7 pm 10th February
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10th February - Singapore

• Back with Bennett early in the afternoon of the 10th, Wavell and Percival were 
informed that although the positions of the troops west of Bukit Timah village 
were not definitely known, the Kranji-Jurong line had been lost.

• At his early afternoon conference with Generals Percival and Bennett, while these 
events were in train, General Wavell said he considered it vital that the Kranji-
Jurong line be used as a bulwark against the Japanese thrust from the west and 
urged that it be regained. Percival thereupon ordered Bennett to launch a 
counter-attack.

• Japanese troops had reached the Kranji ammunition magazine before engineers 
arrived to destroy it, and much of the ammunition which had been reserved for a 
prolonged resistance fell into their hands.

• In an order of the day Wavell wrote:
• “It is certain that our troops on Singapore Island greatly outnumber any Japanese that have 

crossed the Straits. We must defeat them. Our whole fighting reputation is at stake and the 
honour of the British Empire. … It will be disgraceful if we yield our boasted fortress of 
Singapore to inferior enemy forces. …There must be no question or thought of surrender. 
Every unit must fight it out to the end and in close contact with the enemy . . . .”
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10th February - Singapore
• General Bennett had issued at 4.5 p.m. on the 10th instructions for the counter-attack 

ordered by Percival. These instructions required that the Kranji-Jurong line should be 
regained in three phases. 
• The first objective was to be gained by 6 p.m. on the 10th; 
• the second by 9 a.m. on the 11th; 
• and the third—the reoccupation of the Kranji-Jurong line—by 6 p.m. that day.
• The 12th Brigade, with the 2/29th Battalion under command, was to be on the right in the attack; 

6th/15th Indian Brigade in the centre; and the 22nd Australian Brigade on the left. The 44th Indian 
Brigade and Tomforce were in reserve positions. 

• The 6th/ 15th Brigade was the most intact, with about 1,500 men. The Argylls, of the 12th 
Brigade, were less than 400 strong, including the administrative personnel, and the 
Hyderabads were melting away so rapidly that Brigadier Paris could place little reliance 
upon them. The 22nd Brigade now included "X" Battalion, of about 200 Australians 
mustered by Lieut Colonel Boyes, but the total number of troops available to Taylor was 
still small. 

• Brigadier Taylor directed 
• "X" Battalion to occupy a height known as Jurong I on the right, and 
• Merrett Force to occupy the left at Point 85, west of Sleepy Valley Estate. 
• The depleted 2/ 18th Battalion, and two platoons of the 2/4th Machine Gun Battalion, he retained 

in reserve at Reformatory road. 
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10th February - Singapore
• Colonel Coates 

• advanced the 6th/ 15th Indian Brigade to the small extent necessary to occupy its first-stage 
position, with the Jats on the right and the Punjabis on the left, both north of the Jurong road; and 
the British Battalion astride the road. 

• The Special Reserve Battalion (Major Saggers) remained to the left of the British Battalion.

• The weakened units in the line were deploying for a counter attack when between 7 and 
8 p.m., Japanese troops appeared, and heavy fighting ensued. 
• Japanese tanks then joined in the attack, and although two or three were incapacitated the 

pressure, in the absence of anti-tank guns, became too great. 
• Heading enemy troops estimated as at least two battalions strong, the tanks made their way along 

the trunk road towards Bukit Timah, and one of Bowring’s companies, west of this road, became 
detached. 

• The others moved southeast along the Pipe-line, and were subsequently allotted to other 
positions.

• While the Australians were being attacked, the Argylls hurriedly improvised road-blocks 
of motor vehicles, and laid some anti-tank mines. 

• About 10.30 p.m., when the leading Japanese tanks reached this point, a lone Argyll 
armoured car went into action against them, and was quickly knocked out. 

• A large force of Japanese tanks and infantry followed, and although delayed at the road-
blocks, the tanks pushed them aside and reached the outskirts of Bukit Timah village 
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10th February
• Government

• 10th February an additional number of men liable for service in the Australian Military Forces had been called up for full-time duty

• In the cable in which he referred to the likelihood that the Japanese would attempt to capture Singapore on 11th February, 
Bowden had asked for direction as to whether he and his political and commercial secretaries, should stay there or take an 
opportunity which might occur of leaving on a cargo steamer next day.

• The reply to his enquiry, confirmed subsequently by the Australian War Cabinet, was that he should stay, as "we shall otherwise be deprived of 
independent information and effect on morale would be bad. . . . We deeply value what you have done for Australia and her soldiers and we 
know you will continue to safeguard Australia's interests whatever may befall. Very best wishes."

• In early February the Government had developed a National Economic Plan as "a complete charter for a total war effort in 
Australia". The plan, which was announced by Curtin on the 10th, after a meeting of the War Cabinet, 

• was intended to bring about "government direction of industry and trade so that the production of war materials will be speeded up, the 
manpower of the community mobilised in the interests of the nation, and the incomes of all sections of the community equitably controlled".

• No capital could be sold or invested without Government permission. Prices of all goods and services were pegged. Profits were pegged at a 
maximum of 4 per cent on capital, and

• profits in excess of the prescribed maximum would either be passed on to the consumer in lower prices or taken in taxation. Interest rates were 
controlled, wages were pegged, although … the system of cost-of-living adjustment of wages was continued.

• Control of manpower was tightened. Absenteeism in industry, for other than prescribed reasons, was made illegal for both employers and 
employees.

• Command

• Wavell left Singapore at midnight (night of 10th/11th). There was a delay in the arrival of a motor boat to take him out to his 
Catalina. He stepped out of the car to see what was happening but the driver had parked too close to the edge of the sea wall and 
the Supreme commander on his blind (left) side failed to see the danger. He plunged over the wall and crashed on the rocks and 
barbed wire entanglement below badly injuring his back. 

• Despite his order that Singapore must be held to the last, he went "without much confidence in any prolonged resistance". He 
cabled to Mr Churchill stating that the battle for Singapore was not going well. 
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JIC No 57

Consideration of McKay’s paper on the defence of Australia could have been informed by the annex to the 
American Joint Intelligence Committee’s Summary no 57.
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Washington

• The JIC was the brainchild of Gen. Raymond Lee, the US military attache in London and was based 
on the British intelligence system, which operated its own JIC. The War Department, however, 
was not enthusiastic about the idea.

• As Gen. Lee recorded in his diary on 26 June 1941: The reaction:
• (1) We are not going to copy British organization and procedure. 
• (2) We are not convinced that such a central clearing house and assimilating center are needed here.
• (3) It is far more difficult to put into effect than Lee imagines.
• (4) The 'high ups' still don't feel the danger of incompleteness in their information.
• (5) The fact that Beaumont-Nesbitt, Godfrey, and Noel Hall are here and that they serve in the Joint 

Intelligence Committee and recommended it is having an unfavorable effect.
• (6) The British have not been successful, so far, in the war: why should they advise us?
• (7) Many other alarmingly ignorant and prejudiced reactions.

• The War Department changed its mind when William "Wild Bill" Donovan was appointed 
Coordinator of Information (COI) and appeared to have the personal confidence of President 
Roosevelt. The armed services exploited Lee's plan for a JIC and used it to "head off" intrusions by 
Donovan into the affairs of military intelligence by creating a joint interdepartmental organization 
based on the British model.

• Unfortunately, this Joint "Army-Navy" Intelligence Committee did not actually begin to operate 
until 9 December 1941.
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11th February
• Government

• Next day (date?) he (Bowden) received a further cable telling 
him that 

• "if worst comes, you and your staff are to insist on receiving full 
diplomatic immunities, privileges and courtesies . . . . Through 
protecting Power we shall insist on you and your staff being 
included in any evacuation scheme agreed on with Japanese 
Government . . . . If necessary, show paraphrase of this to Japanese 
administration. " 

• Bowden replied: "We shall continue to do utmost to serve Australia 
in whatever ways remain open to us."

• The War Cabinet  decided on 11th March, to appoint General 
Blamey "Commander-in-Chief, Australian Military Forces",  
appointing Lieut-General Lavarack of the I Corps to act until 
Blamey's arrival.

• New Guinea

• The Coastwatcher, McCarthy, had set off for Kapepa, arriving 
there early in the morning of 1st February, but found that the 
Lakatoi had gone. He then set out in a pinnace intending to 
take his wireless to Toma. On the 11th, McCarthy met Captain 
Cameron with a party of soldiers near Toriu.

• Burma

• In Burma the front west of the Salween River had been 
crumbling. On 11th February Martaban was lost.

The War in the Pacific - The First Six Months ©Jerry McBrien 38



11th February
• Sea

• Leary, who had taken up his appointment on 7th February at Wellington, established his headquarters at Navy Office, Melbourne, 
on the 11th.

• In the afternoon of the 11th, after a stealthy passage down the coast of Sumatra, and hiding from enemy aircraft at intervals in
various bays and inlets, the two ships (Wollongong and Bendigo) joined Ballarat and Toowoomba at Palembang.

• On 11th February four Japanese moored mines which had broken adrift were washed ashore in Darwin's northern approaches. 
Dundas Strait was closed to shipping, and all vessels to or from the east were routed to the west of Bathurst Island.

• Heavy and light anti-aircraft artillery for the airfields in Sumatra was sent from Singapore. Six 3.7-inch guns and a number of light 
guns reached Palembang on the 30th January. Unfortunately little ammunition arrived with them, and in the intensive bombing by 
the Japanese of ships in Durian and Berhala Straits the ammunition ship Katong (1,461 tons ) was sunk, and the Subadar (5,424 
tons)—loaded with 3.7-inch ammunition and more guns—was beached in Berhala Strait. She subsequently refloated and 
continued her voyage, but did not reach Palembang until the 11th February.

• On the 11th February the Naval Staff Officer (Intelligence) Singapore reported the waterfront at Singapore was "a mass of 
demoralised troops looking for any means of leaving the island". 

• Air

• (AAC) detachments left Melbourne on 8th and 11th February for Wyndham, Broome, Oodnadatta, Alice Springs and Drysdale 
River, the move to be completed about 18th February.

• Air attacks were made on the enemy concentration at the Anambas Islands on the night of 11th-12th February by ten Blenheims
but they failed because of low cloud over the target.

• On 11 February nine more P40s, belonging to the 3rd Pursuit Squadron, came into Java lead by Captain Mahoney, the squadron 
commander. Like the survivors of earlier flights, the new planes were immediately incorporated into the 17th Pursuit Squadron
under command of Major Sprague.
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11th February - Air
• On the 11th three Hudsons led by Lerew, again attacked Gasmata and made the 

first mast-height attack on enemy shipping in the New Guinea campaign. One 
of the crews put four bombs across one transport directly amidships, another 
made a direct hit amidships on a second transport, while the third aircraft 
made a low-level sweep over the first transport using incendiary ammunition 
which set the ship on fire. 

• As the Hudsons climbed away they were intercepted by five or six enemy 
fighters. Pedrina's aircraft was attacked several times. His gunners claimed one 
of the fighters shot down and another probably destroyed. The crew saw 
Gibson's aircraft, with one engine on fire and enemy fighters pursuing it, dive 
steeply into a hillside. Gibson and his crew were all killed.

• Lerew was bringing his Hudson out from the attack when his second pilot, 
Flying Officer Watt, reported that it was on fire. While Lerew took evasive 
action to throw off an enemy fighter, Watt broke the window and tried to put 
the flames out with a hand extinguisher. When this failed and the intensity of 
the fire increased, Lerew ordered the crew to abandon the aircraft. Watt and 
the two other crew members moved to the rear door to bale out. As the flames 
reached the cockpit Lerew, using the control column as a step, climbed up and 
pushed his way through the window and baled out. 

• In landing he fell into a tree and was suspended above the ground by his 
parachute with his "Mae West" life-jacket almost choking him, but he 
succeeded in getting free by pulling himself up into the branches of the tree. 
There was no sign of any of his crew.

• Living off the jungle, and several times evading parties of Japanese troops, he 
endured hunger and exhaustion until found by some friendly natives who 
eventually guided him to a coastwatcher's post. 

• Nine days after he had been officially posted missing, he arrived back at Port 
Moresby in a schooner. The other members of the crew were lost.

Wing Commander Lerew
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11th February - Singapore
• At 3 a.m. 11th February the Japanese, advancing 

along the Jurong road, launched a sudden and well-
concerted attack on the X battalion front and flanks.

• This was soon aided by flames from a petrol dump 
near battalion headquarters, which the Japanese 
ignited with hand grenades. 

• Overborne in the rush, sentries were unable to give 
adequate warning. Some of the Australians were 
bayoneted in their sleep; others, half awake, sought 
to defend themselves, but many succumbed. 

• In the full glare of the fire, the headquarters were an 
especially easy target, and Boyes and Bradley (second 
in command) were killed.

• Groups dispersed in various directions, some again 
attacked on their way. The battalion's losses were so 
great that it ceased to exist.

• Sounds of the attack on X battalion indicated to 
Merrett that his force was threatened with isolation, 
and he ordered his men to move back to Reformatory 
road at dawn. As the move commenced, at 5.45 a.m. 
(11th February), the force came under fire, and a 
series of encounters followed, in which the force 
became divided into groups fighting different actions. 
Only remnants of the unit got back to the Australian 
lines.

3 a.m. 11th February
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11th February - Singapore
• Only the 6th/15th Indian Brigade and the Australian 

Special Reserve Battalion, 220 strong, astride Jurong 
road forward of Bukit Timah village, remained of the 
forces in forward positions for the counter-attack 
ordered by General Percival.

• Finding all communication to his rear severed, 
Colonel Coates decided at 5.30 a.m. to cancel the 
counterattack his brigade was to have made at dawn.

• His orders failed to reach the Jats, who went forward 
on their original instructions and became isolated. 
The British Battalion and Saggers' men withdrew 
before dawn to a better defensive position about 400 
yards to their rear.

• Brigade headquarters was attacked from Bukit Timah
village, and Coates in the midst of increasingly hot 
fighting ordered a withdrawal across country to 
Reformatory road, to avoid becoming isolated.

• The Brigade was ambushed during its withdrawal and 
east of the railway line, where the force was 
temporarily halted, Saggers could muster only eighty 
of his men, and there remained only about 400 of 
the Punjabis and the British Battalion.  

3 a.m. 11th February
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11th February - Singapore
• Moving south from Bukit Timah, Japanese attacked his (Taylor’s) (22nd Brigade) headquarters in Wai Soon 

Gardens at 5 a.m. (11th February), but were held off while dawn approached. As the Japanese increased 
pressure on brigade headquarters, staff and attached officers, signallers, machine-gunners and infantry 
counter-attacked across Reformatory road, driving the enemy back from a near-by ridge.

• In the early hours of 11th February General Bennett received news of the Japanese having reached Bukit 
Timah village. He thereupon ordered Tomforce (3 battalions of the 18th division) to come up at once to re-
possess this village and then Bukit Panjang village. Lieut-Colonel Thomas ordered the force to carry out a 
sweeping movement to 2,000 yards on each side of the road. The Reconnaissance Battalion was to advance 
astride the trunk road, with the 4/Norfolks on the right of the road, and the Sherwood Foresters on the left.

• The Reconnaissance Battalion encountered strong resistance near Bukit Timah railway station. The Foresters 
also came under fire but got to within 400 yards of the village. At 10.30 a.m., however, they were forced 
back some distance. The Norfolks swung over to the Pipe-line and gained heights overlooking the village 
from the north-east, in the vicinity of the Bukit Timah Rifle Range, but were held there by the Japanese.

• Concerned at a gap west of MacRitchie Reservoir Percival sent a unit composed of men from reinforcement 
camps to the eastern end of the Golf Course, and made General Heath responsible for the whole of the area 
east of the Racecourse. 

• Heath ordered another formation of brigade strength, commanded by Brigadier Massy-Beresford, to deny 
the enemy approach to Thomson village, east of MacRitchie Reservoir, and the Woodleigh pumping station, 
farther east. This formation, known as Massy Force, took up positions during the afternoon at the eastern 
end of MacRitchie Reservoir. 
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11th February - Singapore
• Orders for the recapture of Bukit Panjang by 27th Australian Brigade were timed 8.44 a.m. The move on 

Bukit Panjang was to commence at 11 a.m., which was the earliest Maxwell thought it possible. The orders 
did not reach Ramsay 's headquarters until about 10.30 a.m. When they got to the headquarters Oakes had 
been occupying, all but "C" Company of the 2/26th Battalion had moved.

• Clashes by the forward troops of the 2/30th Battalion with Japanese troops during the morning had made it evident that 
they were present in strength. The Australians had contact neither with the Baluchis on their right nor with the 2/26th 
Battalion to the left. By the time Colonel Ramsay received the order to move on Bukit Panjang, extensive fighting was in 
progress between his men and the enemy, but most of the battalion broke contact without serious difficulty. Captain 
Booth's' company in its rear position guarding approaches to the Pipe-line at Mandai road had found early in the morning 
that the Japanese had penetrated between it and the main battalion positions.

• The company was ordered to hold on as long as possible to allow the other companies to get clear, and fought hard to do so. 
Eventually, because of enemy infiltration on its right flank and at its rear its commander ordered withdrawal. This was in 
progress when a two-pronged attack was made on the right and left of its position.

• The Australians were pressed with more persistence than the enemy had shown on the mainland. It was only when the 
company reached the battalion rendezvous a mile short of Bukit Panjang that contact was broken, and it rejoined the main 
body. Colonel Ramsay, unable to locate or obtain further news of the 2/26th Battalion, out of touch with his brigade 
headquarters, unaware of the strength of the enemy in the Bukit Panjang area, and with Japanese forces to his rear, 
concluded that he would be unable to justify throwing his battalion alone into a counter-attack. He therefore decided to lead 
his men eastward to Upper Thomson road, where he hoped to regain touch with brigade headquarters.

• Early next day (11th) a report reached Oakes (2/26th) that large bodies of Japanese, supported by tanks, were 
moving along the Choa Chu Kang road within a few hundred yards of his headquarters, making for 
Singapore. Japanese planes appeared to be concentrating on the main road south of the battalion area. The 
battalion had almost run out of rations at the time. 

• Deciding that it was too widely dispersed to mount an attack, Oakes ordered his men to withdraw south-east to the 
rendezvous at the racecourse, each company to move as a separate fighting force if the column was broken. The move began 
at 10.15 a.m. on 11th February. 
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12th February

• Government

• New Regulations gave the Minister for the Army power to declare an emergency in any part of Australia, giving the local military
commander unlimited power for the purpose of providing for the defence of that area. The first application of the regulations was 
to the Territories of Papua and New Guinea on 12th February, the day the regulations were gazetted.

• The civil administration of both Papua and the Mandated Territory of New Guinea were replaced by military government. A new 
military unit, ANGAU, the Australian New Guinea Administrative Unit, was formed for that purpose, reporting to New Guinea 
Force.

• Air

• On the 12th 500 men of an engineering unit left Melbourne for Batchelor, near Darwin, due to arrive there on the 20th.

• On 12th February the fighter group was reinforced by 8 Hurricanes—part of a shipment of 39 which, together with a pool of 15 
pilots and the ground staff of three squadrons (Nos. 232, 258 and 605) had reached Batavia on the 4th.

• Intelligence expected the enemy force in a position immediately north of Banka and Billiton Islands by the 13th. Wavell directed
No. 225 Group to strike the enemy force. The  striking force for a night attack on (12/13th) was 23 Blenheims for an assault on the 
ships and 11  Hudsons (4 from No. 1, 2 from No. 8 and 5 from No. 62) for an attack on the enemy's southernmost air base at 
Kluang.

• All the Hudsons reached the target and the crews had the satisfaction of seeing their bombs hit the aerodrome, some hangars, and several 
other buildings. Anti-aircraft fire was intense and night fighters were encountered. All the Hudsons returned safely to base.

• The Blenheims’ operation achieved no success, 3 of the Blenheims crashed and burned on take off with the loss of all crew, then the way to the 
target, which was covered by low cloud, was barred by heavy tropical thunderstorms and only five aircraft got through. No damage was caused.

• Foul weather and enemy interception had thwarted all attempts by the B17s to bomb targets of importance for ten days after 2
February.
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12th February - Air
• Eleven A24s of the 91st squadron headed 

out over the Timor Sea from Darwin on 
11 February for Java. 

• The flight, having lost one plane by crack-
up on Soemba, arrived late in the 
afternoon of 12 February at Modjokerto
in Java where, approximately 100 miles 
west of Malang, a new airfield was under 
construction. 

• On land formerly given over to rice fields, 
some 1,200 natives had laid a base of 
bamboo matting which then was covered 
with a four-inch layer of soil to provide a 
usable though sometimes boggy runway.

• Local Dutch residents opened their 
homes to the Americans, who had not 
enjoyed such “good baths, good food, 
good whiskey, good beds” since leaving 
the United States.

ARCHERFIELD, QLD. 1942. ASSEMBLING A UNITED STATES ARMY AIR 
FORCE DOUGLAS A24 DAUNTLESS DIVE BOMBER (41-15802) OF THE 

27TH BOMBARDMENT GROUP. THIS WAS THE ARMY VERSION OF 
THE NAVY DOUGLAS SBD AIRCRAFT. A TOTAL OF 52 OF THESE 

AIRCRAFT WERE ASSEMBLED IN QUEENSLAND.
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12th February
• Sea Singapore and NEI

• Farquharson, at Palembang had such alarming reports from the Port Captain, that he decided to take Wollongong, Bendigo, 
Toowoomba and Ballarat to sea. The four ships, with H.M. Ships Gemas and Rahman, sailed soon after noon, escorting twelve 
ships to Batavia. The convoy cleared the river at 7.45 p.m. on the 12th, and made south through Banka Strait, from which it 
emerged at daybreak on the 13th.

• Banka Strait was crowded with traffic that night. In addition to the corvettes' Palembang convoy which had swelled to twenty-eight 
ships, six tankers of the "MS.3" convoy had left Palembang, and a stream of traffic was hurrying south from Singapore. From there 
had sailed, in these last two days, numerous small craft and, on the night of the 11th-12th, thirteen merchant ships; and Durban, 
Kedah, Jupiter and Stronghold escorting Empire Star and Gorgon—all these six ships and some of the thirteen merchant ships 
carrying Service personnel.

• Kedah, Durban, and their convoy got away at daylight cleared the minefield, and about 7 a.m. on the 12th enemy dive bombing 
attacks began and continued at intervals throughout the day. Gorgon escaped damage, and Kedah received only minor splinter 
hits; but Empire Star was hit twice with many casualties, and Durban had six or seven killed and seventeen injured, her forward 6-
inch put out of action, and much navigating gear knocked about.

• Of the tankers of MS3 Merula and Manvantara received direct hits, and were set on fire and lost. Toowoomba was detached to 
assist them, and picked up forty-two survivors from Merula..

• On the 12th General Wavell ordered a naval striking force to assemble at the western end of Java to attack the convoy as soon as it 
moved southwards. 

• 12th February, 2,840 Air Force personnel sailed for the Netherlands East Indies;

• Land Timor

• Brigadier Veale had been instructed to take command of Sparrow Force with its additional battalion. He and his staff had reached
Timor by 12th February.
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12th February - Singapore
• The tempo of battle increased sharply on 

12th February. 

• The 2/10th Baluch held off Japanese tanks 
and troops attempting to reach Nee Soon. 

• Massy Force was attacked and gave ground. 

• At 8.30 a.m. enemy tanks dashed down Bukit 
Timah road as far as the Chinese High School 
before they were turned back by United 
Kingdom troops, and a patrol of the 
Australian 73rd Light Aid Detachment firing at 
the tanks with rifles—their only weapons. 
• The patrol was from a modified infantry battalion 

formed by Lieut-Colonel Kappe, commander of 
the Australian divisional signallers, of about 400 
men who could be spared from signals and other 
duties. (Kappe named it "the Snake Gully Rifles".)

• The thrust by the tanks caused confusion in 
Massy Force, and resistance had to be hastily 
reorganised. The force was withdrawn during the 
morning from the Racecourse area to the 
general line of Adam and Farrer roads.
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12th February - Singapore
• They (Percival and Heath) agreed that it would be foolish to keep troops guarding the northern and eastern shores of Heath's area 

while the city was endangered. Percival therefore decided to form a defensive line round Singapore. He ordered Heath to 
withdraw the 11th Indian Division and the remainder of the 18th British Division to positions covering the Peirce and MacRitchie
Reservoirs, and General Simmons to prepare to withdraw his troops from the Changi area and the beaches east of Kallang. Both 
the 18th Division and the troops in the Changi area and on the beaches east of Kallang were withdrawn without contact with the 
enemy.

• Brigadier Taylor, dazed with fatigue but unable to sleep, sent for Lieut-Colonel Varley and asked him to take over, temporarily, 
command of the brigade. "I realised," Taylor recorded, "that I would have to get a few hours' rest in a quiet spot; my brain refused 
to work and I was afraid that if I carried on without rest the brigade would suffer." Varley was informed during the morning that he 
had been promoted by Bennett to brigadier, and remained in command of the brigade.

• The 27th Brigade was now out of action as such. In the withdrawal from the Northern Area the 2/30th Battalion came temporarily 
under command of the 53rd Brigade. Men of the 2/29th Battalion not posted on the 22nd Brigade front were being rested, refitted 
and reassembled by Lieut-Colonel Pond in the Tanglin area. The 2/26th’s respite was brief, for at midday they were sent under 
shelling and air attack to occupy a position left of Bukit Timah road and forward of Farrer road. The move was made more difficult 
and hazardous by the activities of snipers, who seemed to be in every house and tree, while "hundreds of enemy planes were 
carrying out every kind of attack on Singapore city and troops. Five enemy raids were counted in twenty minutes.“

• 2/13th AGH, at St Patrick's College beyond the Kallang airport, would be exposed by the withdrawal to the defensive line planned 
by Percival. Bennett decided that as the city was under such heavy assault from land and air it would be better to leave the 
inmates where they were. "I consider that the end is very near, " he noted, "and that it is only a matter of days before the enemy 
will break through into the city."

• Japanese thrust strongly against both the brigade's (2/22nd’s) flanks, and gained a height between the road and Ulu Pandan IV. 
Under pressure from both flanks, the Australians were gradually forced back. The commander of the 2/4th Machine Gun Battalion, 
Lieut-Colonel Anketell, was mortally wounded, and his battalion, after mowing down successive waves of Japanese, became 
almost surrounded. Fifty of the 400 Australians were killed or wounded.

• When Varley reported to Bennett's headquarters he was given permission to redispose his forces for the protection of the Holland
and Buona Vista roads junction to his rear. The 2/18th Battalion had been reduced to 250 all ranks. The machine-gun battalion was 
able to disengage only after it had repulsed the enemy on its front with bayonets. The 44th Indian Brigade withdrew to the area of 
the railway bridge over Buona Vista road, linking with the 5/Bedfordshire and Hertfordshire on its left. A partial withdrawal was 
made by the forces farther south.

The War in the Pacific - The First Six Months ©Jerry McBrien 50



12th February – English Channel
• At 23:00 on 11 February, the German 

battlecruisers, Scharnhorst and Gneisenau
together with the cruiser Prinz Eugen and 
six destroyers left Brest in north west 
France to return to Germany. 
• They entered the Channel an hour later; the 

three ships steamed at 27 knots (50 km/h; 
31 mph), hugging the French coast 
throughout the voyage. 

• The British failed to detect their departure, 
due to a radar failure on both patrolling RAF 
Hudsons tasked to detect any breakout. 

• Both aircraft reported the failures but no 
relieving aircraft were despatched and 

• Vice Admiral Dover was not informed of the 
loss of reconnaissance coverage.

• A dawn search by two spitfires also missed 
them.

• At 07.00 on 12th February the air and sea 
forces, available to Vice Admiral Dover to 
prevent this movement, which had been at 
15 minutes alert since 04.00, reverted to 
four hour readiness.

Scharnhorst in harbour 
Bundesarchiv, DVM 10 Bild-23-63-46 / CC-BY-SA 3.0
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Thick snow on Norfolk airfields prevented the planned 
southward move of a squadron of Fleet Air Arm Beaufort 
torpedo bombers.  
Luftwaffe escorting fighters circled at masthead-height 
to avoid detection by the British radar network. 



12th February – English Channel
• At 10.45 shore based radar detected a 

group of shipping 27 miles south west of 
Cap Gris Nez and reconnaissance aircraft of 
Coastal and Fighter commands were alerted 
for take off.

• At 11.05 a fighter finally identified the ships 
and reported them when he landed four 
minutes later.

• It now took 19 minutes for the report to 
pass up to Fighter command, across to the 
Admiralty and down to Admiral Ramsey at 
Dover. 

• By now the ships were only half an hour’s 
steaming from the Dover narrows.

• At 11.56 the German ships passed Cap Gris 
Nez, their destroyers started laying a smoke 
screen and three flotillas of E boats joined 
the escort.

• At 12.10 British shore batteries above the 
white cliffs opened fire at maximum range. 
At 12.45 they ceased fire having fired 33 
rounds without scoring a hit. 

• At 12.28 a flight of six Swordfish torpedo 
bombers attacked the Germans. All six 
Swordfish were shot down by fighters and 
the ships flak.

A Fairey Swordfish
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The Swordfish were to be escorted by five squadrons 
of fighters and anti-flak aircraft, but the rendezvous 
failed and only ten Spitfires joined up. They were 
overwhelmed by the German fighter escort.



12th February – English Channel
• An attack by five British MTBs at the same time 

failed to penetrate the more numerous and 
more powerful E boat screen.

• During the afternoon 242 aircraft of Bomber 
Command took off to attack the ships. Only 39 
found the ships and attacked, scoring no hits and 
doing no harm. 

• 28 Beauforts of Coastal Command together with 
Beaufighters and Hudsons launched 13 
torpedoes but scored no hits. Three Beauforts
failed to return.

• Five destroyers from Harwich attacked with 
torpedoes but scored no hits. All returned but 
one was severely damaged.

• The German ships reached the Elbe that 
evening. Both the battlecruisers were 
damaged by mines laid during the day by 
Bomber Command but both were safe in port 
by midnight.

• The British papers considered this the most 
disgraceful naval event since the Dutch came 
up the Medway in 1666.
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The Japanese had sunk Prince of Wales and Repulse 
400 miles from their advanced bases and thousands 
of miles from Japan. The British were unable to sink 
the Scharnhorst within 20 miles of Dover.

Bristol Beauforts



12th February – English Channel
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Brest

Cap Gris Nez

River Elbe
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13th February
• Sea

• Two days later (13th February) an Allied reconnaissance aircraft sent to reconnoitre the Anambas Islands 
reported that the Japanese concentration there had left, and that a large number of enemy transports with 
strong naval escort had been sighted north of Banka Island, moving towards the strait.

• The last organised sailing from Singapore was on the night of the 13th-14th February, when a flotilla of small 
craft carrying some 3,000 Service and civil government personnel sailed. 

• Among them was ML.310, a naval motor launch carrying Rear-Admiral Spooner and Air Vice-Marshal 
Pulford. Pulford, who had to be persuaded by Percival himself that there was no longer a task for him in 
Singapore, reluctantly joined a party—about 40 in all—who, under the orders of Rear-Admiral Spooner, set 
out from Singapore on the 13th. Percival has quoted Pulford’s last words to him: "I suppose you and I will be 
held responsible for this, but God knows we did our best with what little we had been given.“

• A convoy carrying the 21st Brigade Group and other units had reached Bombay on 6th February, transhipped 
to smaller vessels, and sailed on 13th February for Java.

• Air

• Japanese aircraft raided P1 again on the 13th. The Hurricane pilots shot down 3 Navy Zeros and 2 Army Type-
97 bombers for the loss of only one of their own aircraft.

• Nine more Hurricanes were flown in to P.1 next day (13th) while the aerodrome was under an air attack. 
Though short of fuel the incoming Hurricanes inevitably were drawn into the battle and 6 of them either 
crashed or were shot down.

• McFarlane and his small party from Namlea, having destroyed everything of value to the enemy had gone 
bush and trekked 60 miles across wild hilly country to Tifu on the south coast. There, in defiance of 
superstition, they were picked up by Hampshire's flying-boat on the 13th February, and flown in safety to 
Darwin.
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13th February

The War in the Pacific - The First Six Months ©Jerry McBrien

Anambas Islands

Sighting 13th February

P1 attacked
P2 not attacked evidently not yet 
found by the Japanese
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13th February
• Strategy

• Early on the 13th, when it seemed that Singapore would soon fall, Lavarack prepared an 
appreciation for the Australian Chief of the General Staff, General Sturdee, for the information of 
the Prime Minister. It contained echoes of Wills' paper, but took into account further information 
about the projected arrival of the 1 Australian Corps. Lavarack said that 
• the fall of Singapore would release large Japanese forces; that 
• one Australian division plus the few Netherlands East Indies troops in Sumatra would delay the enemy for only 

a short period, and 
• he was "unable to judge whether such delay would justify the probable loss of 7 Aust Div equipment and 

possibly the loss of a large proportion of its personnel".
• He considered that, even with the addition of the 6th Australian Division, the prolonged land defence of Java 

was impossible. 
• The 1 Australian Corps was now the only striking force within reasonable distance of the Far East, and 
• he stressed the value of its two highly-trained, equipped and experienced divisions. 
• The main body of the 7th Division would begin to arrive on the 25th February and would probably not be 

ready for full scale operations until the third week of March; 
• the 6th Division would probably not be ready for full-scale operations in central Java until " the middle of April 

at the earliest".

• Lavarack showed this message to Wavell, who expressed agreement but asked him to delay 
sending it until Wavell himself had sent a somewhat similar appreciation to the Combined Chiefs 
of Staff and the War Office. Wavell did this, adding to his appreciation the suggestion that there 
would be strategic advantages in diverting one or both the Australian divisions either to Burma or 
Australia.
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13th February - Singapore
• On Friday, 13th February, troops were 

disposed along an arc between the enemy 
and Singapore city, but it was by no means 
firmly held, nor was it fortified. Bennett 
ordered the AIF to form a perimeter in their 
section of the line. It was oval shaped and 7 
miles in circumference. Holland road was the 
main axis, and the divisional headquarters, in 
Tanglin Barracks, was at the centre. The 
swimming pool at Tanglin was filled with fresh 
water and this, together with the reserve 
supplies of food at Tanglin barracks, ensured 
that the A.I.F. would not go short of 
sustenance for some days at least.

• The withdrawals were followed by a lull in the 
fighting, except on the Pasir Panjang ridge, 
which formed a salient running north-
westward from the general defensive line. 
There, after a two-hour bombardment, the 
Japanese thrust towards the Alexandra area 
where the island’s largest ammunition 
magazine, the ordnance depot, and the 
principal military hospital were situated.
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13th February - Singapore
• The 1st Malay Battalion, despite determined resistance were gradually overpowered. The 1st Malaya Brigade 

were withdrawn at nightfall to what was known as the Alexandra switchline where Alexandra road runs 
northward between the ridge and other high ground east of it. 

• As its left flank became exposed by the Japanese advance, the 44th Indian Brigade was withdrawn down the 
railway to Alexandra road and thence to the Mount Echo area at the south-east corner of the A.I.F. 
perimeter. 

• Although the Japanese were making their way eastward through areas north and south of the AIF perimeter, 
it was not attacked in force.

• The Japanese were now within 5,000 yards of the main seafront, bringing the whole city within artillery 
range.

• Percival summoned a conference at Fort Canning at 2 p.m. (13th February). 
• Mainly because there was no reserve available for the purpose, General Bennett now agreed with his fellow commanders 

that there remained no prospect of successful counter-attack. 
• They emphasised the effect on their troops of continuous day and night operations, with no hope of relief, and 
• recognised that the plight of the civilians could not be ignored.
• He (Percival) therefore asked Wavell for wider discretionary powers. 

• Lieut-Colonel Pond wrote in the diary of the 2/29th Battalion: 
• "The factor of tiredness of unseasoned troops was a very pressing one and it was found that most of the reinforcements 

were, after 48 hours without sleep, completely exhausted, though a number of the officers and more experienced men were 
still comparatively fresh after 4 or 5 days with only 3 or 4 hours rest in the whole period. In other words, untrained troops
must be nursed until they are used to the demands being made on them, and to the noise and uncertainty of warfare.
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14th February
• New Guinea

• On 14th February the crew of a Hudson piloted by Flight Lieutenant Milne flew over Simpson 
Harbour (Rabaul) and sighted an aircraft carrier, 5 other warships, 11 transports, and 9 flying-
boats on the water. These reconnaissance flights were now almost invariably intercepted by 
enemy fighters.

• By the 14th McCarthy's radio was able to transmit, and a message from Captain Cameron was 
sent to Port Moresby outlining the engagement at Rabaul and telling of subsequent events so far 
as they were known. It was the first news received by the outside world since the 23rd January.

• Timor

• The weather was particularly bad at this period. On the 14th a Hudson of No. 13 Squadron took 
off from Penfui at dawn into a stormy sky and, while still near the aerodrome, crashed after being 
struck by lightning. The pilot, Flying Officer Mitchell, and all the crew were killed.

• Java

• The ships of these three groups—the Durban's convoy, with the exception of Gorgon, which went 
on direct to Fremantle; the Corvettes’ convoy; and the surviving tankers, reached Batavia during 
the 13th and 14th of February.
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14th February – Sumatra, Air
• Sumatra - Air

• Every available bomber was prepared for action (against the approaching convoy) and just before 
dawn next day (14th) they began taking off. Five Hudsons from No. 8 Squadron were the first to 
leave. One of these touched the ground after take-off but became airborne again with several 
inches shorn from its propeller tips and the pilot kept it flying until there was sufficient light for a 
safe landing at P.1. 

• The attack grew in intensity. Blenheims and Hudsons, diving through heavy anti-aircraft fire, 
chose the best targets offering. 
• In attacking ships approaching the mouth of the Musi River several Hudsons from No. 8 Squadron were 

intercepted by fighters about 10 miles from their target, but cloud cover favoured them and they completed 
their bombing runs. 

• The captain of one Hudson, Flight Lieutenant Douglas, after leading his flight to the target through cloud, 
dived "down sun" in an attack and then climbed again, apparently to repeat the manoeuvre. The aircraft, 
however, appeared to go out of control and was seen to crash into the sea, there were no survivors. 

• Flight Lieutenant O'Brien and his crew scored direct hits on a transport that was seen later to be listing and on 
fire, and 

• three other Hudsons, captained by Flight Lieutenants Diamond, Williams and Brydon, all recorded hits on 
ships.

• All available Hurricanes were airborne as escort for the bombers attacking the enemy ships, when 
at about 8 a.m. the observer corps warned of the approach of "a large formation of enemy 
aircraft". By this time the Hurricane pilots were beyond radio telephone range and could not be 
diverted for interception.
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14th February – Sumatra, Air
• The Japanese target was P.1. 

• Bombers first drenched the aerodrome with light bombs, 
• then their large escort of fighters swept it with gunfire. 
• Almost immediately after this attack, troop carriers droned over and dropped two groups of 

parachutists. 
• About 260 paratroops, landed in scrub at two points between 400 and 800 yards to the south and 

the west of the aerodrome. 
• About the same time about 100 paratroops descended over the oil refinery area several miles 

west of the aerodrome.

• An attempt by the paratroops to rush the aerodrome was checked by the crews of the 
British anti-aircraft guns, now with 8 3.7-inch guns and 8 Bofors, the Dutch infantry force 
with its two aged armoured cars, and about 60 R.A.F. ground defence gunners. There 
were casualties on both sides. The Japanese then established a roadblock and prevented 
two attempts by the defenders to get support from Palembang to their aerodrome force.

• The returning Hurricane pilots, with their fuel and ammunition practically exhausted, 
were ordered to divert to P.2. Some did not receive the order and landed at P.1 where, in 
spite of the paratroop attack, they were refuelled before being sent on to P.2, whence 
they promptly went into action again against the main enemy invasion movement 
towards the river mouth.
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14th February – Sumatra, Air
• To the (P1) station commander, Wing Commander Maguire, an attack in force that night seemed 

almost certain. As his men were now without food or water and their ammunition supply was 
very low, he decided to attempt a withdrawal after destroying material of any value to the enemy, 
including unserviceable aircraft. This done he led his party through the jungle towards the west 
coast of the island. 
• P.1 aerodrome had received no aid from the aircraft at P.2 because that force was desperately engaged in 

countering the major threat to Sumatra—the approach of the invasion convoy.

• About 11.15 a.m. on the 14th, McCauley (Station Commander P2) learned of the paratroop
landings at P.1 and that P1 was being evacuated. Some time later he received an order to prepare 
for evacuation of P2 together with instructions that all serviceable aircraft were to be flown to 
Batavia. 
• All secret documents were destroyed, equipment, stores and rations collected for disposal, and 
• about 20 Hudsons (7 of which were from No. 1 Squadron and 4 from No. 8) were laden with men and 

equipment and dispatched to Batavia. 

• At McCauley's instructions the disposal of bombs, fuel and ammunition was deferred for last-
minute demolition. But apparently the defending ground troops had been gaining the upper hand 
and reports coming in to P.2 stated that the Japanese paratroops had now been dealt with.

• By the evening the enemy parachute troops had suffered heavy casualties, and though the 
defenders had abandoned Palembang I airfield, and withdrawn the ground force to Palembang II, 
the Dutch commander was confident that Palembang I could be recaptured next day.
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14th February – Sumatra, Sea
• After Hobart took over from Cornwall the escort of convoy "JS.1”, Exeter, 

Java, Electra and Jumna also joined the convoy of eight ships, of which five, 
Filleigh, Yoma, Lulworth Hill, Hai Lee, and Hermion, arrived at Oosthaven, 
at the southern tip of Sumatra, on 13th February, while the remaining 
three reached Batavia on the 14th. 
• To provide antisubmarine protection for the Oosthaven ships, the corvettes Goulburn 

and Burnie had been sent from Batavia to the Sumatran port, and reached there on 
the 12th, where they joined Jumna in carrying out anti-submarine patrols in the 
approaches, while the troops disembarked and the equipment was unloaded.

• Soon after noon on the 14th, Ballarat came across survivors of the 
torpedoed ammunition ship Derrymore. It was an extraordinary sight. Over 
a large area the sea was covered with rafts and boats from the lost ship, 
and with planks and small makeshift rafts each supporting only two or 
three men. Ballarat sent away her motor-boat and whaler to round up and 
collect the small parties, while she herself rescued those from the large 
rafts and boats. The work took nearly five hours, during which 215 
survivors were rescued, 189 British airmen and 26 crew among whom was 
Flying Officer JG Gorton.
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14th February – Sea
• Hobart was ordered to join the striking force 

at Oosthaven at 10 a.m. on the 14th. When 
Hobart anchored there at 9 a.m. she found De 
Ruyter, Java, Tromp, and the Dutch destroyers 
Van Ghent, Banckert, Piet Hein and Kortenaer
had already arrived. Exeter, turned up at 9.15; 
and the six U.S. destroyers, Bulmer, Barker, 
Stewart, Parrott, Edwards, and Pillsbury, 
arrived during the day.

• The Striking force, which moved at dusk on 
the 14th, met misfortune early when one of 
the Dutch destroyers struck a reef and was 
lost. 

• On the 14th the Japanese convoy entered 
Banka Strait, and though some punishment 
was inflicted on it by Allied air attack, it 
entered Muntok Harbour, on Banka Island, 
that evening. A landing was made on the 
island against only token resistance. 
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Striking force left Oosthaven at 
dusk

P1 attacked by paratroops in the 
morning abandoned by 
defenders evening

P2

Muntok harbour Japanese 
landed evening
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14th February
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14th February - Singapore
• Wavell’s reply to Percival next day (14th) was:

• You must continue to inflict maximum damage on 
enemy for as long as possible by house-to-house 
fighting if necessary. Your action in tying down enemy 
and inflicting casualties may have vital influence in 
other theatres. Fully appreciate your situation, but 
continued action essential.

• The next day, 14th February, to the north of the 
town the Japanese got to within a few hundred 
yards of the Woodleigh Pumping Station, vital to 
the maintenance of the city 's water supply, before 
they were held by the 11th Indian Division, and 
forced a gap between the 53rd and 55th Brigades 
which had to be plugged with a battalion from the 
11th Indian Division; and sent tanks down Sime 
road, some of which were stopped only after they 
had reached the edge of the Mount Pleasant 
residential area. 

• In the south-western area of the city, a series of 
attacks which commenced at 8.30 a.m. was stoutly 
resisted by the 1st Malaya Brigade. 

• Heavy losses occurred on both sides, but the Japanese 
poured in fresh troops and, about 4 p.m., with the aid 
of tanks, penetrated the brigade's left flank, forcing it 
to withdraw to the vicinity of Alexandra road.
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14th February - Singapore
• The 2/13th Australian General Hospital north-east of the city fell into enemy hands without harm to its 

occupants, but when Japanese troops advancing along the Ayer Raja road reached the Alexandra military 
hospital in pursuit of some detached Indian troops who fell back into the hospital still firing the Japanese 
bayoneted a number of the staff and patients, including a patient lying on an operating table. They herded 
150 into a bungalow, and the next morning executed them.

• General Bennett concluded that his troops might become isolated from the rest of the defending forces, and 
sent a cable to Army Headquarters in Melbourne:

• A.I.F. now concentrated in Tanglin area two miles from city proper. Non-fighting units less hospital including my headquarters 
in position. Can rely on troops to hold to last as usual. All other fronts weak. Wavell has ordered all troops to fight to last. If 
enemy enter city behind us will take suitable action to avoid unnecessary sacrifices.

• The Australian ammunition column had shown courage and resource in salvaging shells; but now it was 
found that no further supplies of 25-pounder ammunition could be obtained from dumps or the base 
ordnance depot, which was under fire and ablaze. Bennett therefore ordered that the A.I.F. guns should fire 
only in defence of the Australian perimeter, "and then only on observed targets. 

• General Percival received early on 14th February from the Director-General of Civil Defence (Brigadier 
Simson) a report that the town's water-supply was on the verge of a complete failure. More than half the 
water being drawn from the reservoirs was being lost through breaks in the water mains caused by shells 
and bombs. The supply might last for 48 hours at most, and perhaps not more than 24 hours.

• The Governor cabled the Colonial Office:
• . . . There are now one million people within radius of three miles. Water supplies very badly damaged and unlikely to last 

more than twenty-four hours. Many dead lying in the streets and burial impossible. We are faced with total deprivation of 
water, which must result in pestilence.
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14th February - Government
• He (Bowden) received information on 14th February suggesting that capitulation 

was very close; and a member of Percival's staff offered him an opportunity of 
leaving with some senior officers. 
• Bowden, Wootton and Quinn thereupon decided that, as their remaining in Singapore would 

serve no useful purpose, they would accept the offer. 
• The vessel upon which they would embark would be the Osprey, a launch designed to seat 

ten persons. 
• Bowden drafted his last message to Australia: "Our work completed. We will telegraph from 

another place at present unknown." 
• Although by the time it was lodged the means of transmission had been reduced to a small 

handset operated at the point where the cable entered the water, the message reached its 
destination. 

• The three men went to the launch at 6.30 p.m. 
• By this time groups of soldiers including Australians were at large seeking escape, and a few, 

armed with Tommy guns and hand grenades, threatened to open fire on the launch unless 
they themselves were taken aboard. 

• When, at 11.30 p.m., the Osprey moved out, with thirty-eight aboard, rifle shots were fired at 
it, but no one was hit. 

• The launch party, transferred in the harbour to a forty-foot diesel-engined vessel, the Mary 
Rose. 
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14th February
• Command

• He (Churchill) therefore cabled to 
Wavell:

• You are of course sole judge of the 
moment when no further result can 
be gained at Singapore and should 
instruct Percival accordingly. C.I.G.S. 
concurs. (believed to be 14th feb but 
check.)

• Strategy

• On 14th February, the day after 
Wavell's warning message, the U.S. 
War Department abruptly decided to 
send the 41st Division and 8,000 
service troops to Australia, where 
hitherto the only American ground 
forces had been some artillery units 
diverted while on their way to the 
Philippines. 
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15th February
• Timor

• The importance of Timor as a staging point for short-range aircraft reinforcement of the ABDA Area from 
Australia, caused General Wavell to seek reinforcement of the island's garrison. 

• United States troops of the 147th and 148th Field Artillery were at Darwin, where they had arrived on the 5th January in the 
transport Holbrook, one of the original Pensacola convoy. The Americans agreed that their troops could be sent from Darwin 
to Timor, and 

• on the 27th January Wavell had asked the Australian authorities to send the 2/4th Pioneer Battalion (also at Darwin) with 
them. 

• This request was at first refused, and the retention of the American troops at Darwin was urged by Lieut-General Sturdee, 
the Chief of the Australian General Staff, on the grounds of 

• (a) the weakness of the Darwin garrison and 
• (b) the fact that the arrival of these reinforcements on Timor would have little effect in preventing the loss of the island.

• General Wavell reiterated his request, however, and supported it by saying that he was himself sending to Timor some light 
anti-aircraft guns from Java. 

• Eventually, on the 7th February, the Australian Government had given way, and 
• on the 10th February U.S.S. Houston left Tjilatjap for Darwin, to form part of the escort of the convoy carrying the 

reinforcements. 
• The Convoy of four ships—the American transports Meigs (12,568 tons); Mauna Loa (5,436 tons); and Portmar (5,551tons); 

and the British Tulagi (2,281 tons)—left Darwin for Koepang on the 15th February carrying the 2/4th Pioneer Battalion, the 
II/148th US Field Artillery Battalion and a troop of Australian anti-tank guns, and escorted by Houston, the U.S. destroyer 
Peary, and the Australian sloops Warrego and Swan.

• The Timor convoy had left Darwin shortly before 2 a.m. on the 15th, and steamed westward, well to the 
south of the direct route to Timor, but even so, soon after 11 a.m., the convoy was sighted and shadowed by 
a Japanese flying-boat. 

• The Darwin station commander sent out one of the two available Kittyhawks to try to intercept the flying-boat. It did not 
return. 

• The second Kittyhawk then went out but its pilot failed to find either the enemy aircraft or the convoy. 
• The flying boat dropped some bombs, but did no damage and the convoy pursued its westerly course.
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15th February
• Timor 

• Unknown to the R.A.A.F. at Darwin, ABDA Command had ordered 
the diversion of 15 Kittyhawks then being flown from Brisbane to 
Perth for shipment to Burma in the American seaplane tender 
Langley. 

• These aircraft, which had reached Port Pirie, South Australia, were there 
sent north to Darwin whence they were to provide fighter protection for 
the convoy and 

• then go on to Java. Darwin had just signalled to the Houston that no other 
fighters were available when 10 of these Kittyhawks—5 had been lost on 
the way from Port Pirie—landed at Darwin. 

• Major Floyd Pell, commander of one of the recently formed American 
provisional fighter squadrons (No. 33), who was then at Darwin, undertook 
that 6 of the newly arrived fighters should go to the convoy's aid. They 
found the convoy steaming in formation towards Timor, but there was no 
sign of any enemy aircraft so they returned to Darwin.

• Ambon & Timor

• Hampshire kept the emergency rendezvous (with Wing 
Commander Scott) off Geser Island in his flying - boat on 12th 
February and again on the 15th, but without success. Scott and his 
party of ten were posted missing.

• By mid-February the aircraft of the two Hudson squadrons (2 and 
13) were all operating from Darwin. Enemy air units maintained the 
intensity of their air raids on Koepang which varied from attacks by 
about 6 fighters to heavy assaults by 18 to 36 bombers, these being 
concentrated on Koepang—the harbour, fixed defences and shore 
installations; apparently the enemy wanted to avoid harming the 
aerodrome.
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15th February - Singapore
• Some further gains were made by the enemy during the night, but the general defence line was held. 

• Brigadier Simson reported next morning (15th February) that the water-supply had deteriorated to the 
extent that most of the water was running to waste because repairs could not keep pace with breakages and 
supply to the higher parts of the town had failed. 

• A conference was held at 9.30 a.m. of the area commanders and others. The commanders reported on the 
tactical situations on their fronts; Brigadier Simson said that such water-supply as existed could not be 
guaranteed for more than 24 hours, and that if a total failure occurred it would result in the town being 
without piped water for several days.

• Percival decided with the unanimous concurrence of the others at the conference to seek a cessation of 
hostilities as from 4 p.m., and to invite a Japanese deputation to visit the city to discuss terms of 
capitulation. 

• It was further decided that a deputation representing the military and civil authorities should go to the enemy lines as soon
as possible, to propose the cease-fire and to invite the Japanese to send a deputation to discuss terms. 

• Orders were to be issued for the destruction of all secret and technical equipment, ciphers, codes, secret documents, and 
guns. 

• Personal weapons were excepted, in case the Japanese would not agree to the proposal to be made to them, or the 
weapons were needed before agreement was reached. (check with other sources)

• Fighting continued north and south of the city, yielding further gains to the enemy against troops exhausted 
by day and night pressure against them. In the north-east, the defenders fell back towards the Kallang 
airfield, and the northern line generally was retracted despite local counter-attacks. 

• The 2/Loyals were under attack throughout the day in the south-west of the city, and during the afternoon 
withdrew, with the Malay Battalion and the 5/Bedfordshire and Hertfordshire, to a line from Keppel Golf 
Links northward, near the southernmost portion of the A.I.F. perimeter. 

• This perimeter now became a salient sandwiched between enemy forces, and appeared likely soon to be 
completely enveloped.
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15th February - Singapore
• The joint deputation, sent along Bukit Timah road 

to the Japanese lines, returned about 1 p.m. with 
instructions that Percival was to proceed with his 
staff to a meeting with Lieut-General Yamashita, 
the Japanese commander. 

• Percival went to the meeting about 5.15 p.m.15th

February in the Ford motor factory north of Bukit 
Timah village. 

• The Japanese demands were:
• (a) An unconditional surrender of all military forces 

(Army, Navy and Air Force) in the Singapore area.
• (b) Cessation of hostilities at 2030 hours, British time—

i.e. 2200 hrs Japanese time.
• (c) All troops to remain in positions occupied at the 

time of cessation of hostilities pending further orders.
• (d) All weapons, military equipment, ships, aeroplanes 

and secret documents to be handed over to the 
Japanese Army intact.

• Yamashita insisted that these terms be accepted 
immediately, and Percival felt that he was in no 
position to bargain. 

• Percival told Yamashita that there were no ships or 
aircraft in the Singapore area, and that the heavier 
types of weapons, some of the military equipment 
and all secret documents had already been 
destroyed.

Percival (extreme right) and his staff march out to the meeting with 
Yamashita
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15th February -
Singapore
• In the Australian lines Japanese troops were heard 

cheering as they received news that the campaign was 
about to end but sniping, shelling and bombing continued 
until the cease-fire. Then the rattle and roar of battle sank 
to a strange and solemn hush.

• The dense smoke still hung over the city, mainly from 
burning fuel and oil depots but also from homes, shops 
and offices, filtering the sunlight and covering everything 
and everyone with sticky soot.

• The casualties among the defenders of Malaya and 
Singapore were: United Kingdom, 38,496, Australian, 
18,490, Indian, 67,340, local Volunteer troops, 14,382, a 
total of 138,708, of whom more than 130,000 became 
prisoners. The Australian figure includes 1,789 killed and 
1,306 wounded.

• Bennett directed that his men should be supplied with 
new clothing and two days' rations, then set out early in 
the afternoon with Moses and Walker to tour the 
Australian lines and look for a way through the Japanese 
forces. He said goodbye to a number of his officers. 
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