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Chapter 21

16 April 1942…

The Air War Intensifies

Pressure on Port Moresby Builds
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16 April - Situation Report
• Land

• The Japanese have overrun South East Asia. The Allied armies have all surrendered. The remnants of the 
navies and air forces have withdrawn to Australia, India or Africa suffering heavy losses from Japanese action 
on the way.

• Resistance only continues on the island of Corregidor in Manila Bay and in Burma but neither can last long. 

• The Northern islands of Australian administered New Guinea have been captured and key points on the 
north of the main island, Lae, Salamaua and Finschaven, have now also been seized.

• The Independent Company in Portuguese Timor remains a force in being. All the other Australian forces in 
Rabaul, Ambon and Timor have been overrun. Most have been captured, some have been massacred some 
remain fugitives in the jungle but most of the fugitives have now reached safety along informal routes.

• Japan has recently landed at four locations in the Northern Solomons to the north east of Australia and naval 
activity and air reconnaissance indicates further Japanese interest in the islands to the east of Australia.

• Sea

• Many American and British battleships have been sunk or immobilised but the American aircraft carriers 
survive and have begun to take the initiative in attacking Japanese forces.

• One American aircraft carrier taskforce is patrolling the Coral Sea defending Australia and the Australia –
America supply line from attack by sea.

• The Japanese navy pursued the British Eastern Fleet to its new base in Ceylon. They sank every British ship 
they could find. The ones they didn’t find fled to the east coast of Africa.
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16 April - Situation Report
• Air

• The Japanese airforces have been more effective and much more numerous than the Allied airforces.

• Darwin, Broome, Wyndham, Derby and Port Moresby have been subject to damaging air raids, which show every sign of 
continuing.

• The first fighter aircraft tasked to defend Australia have recently reached Darwin and Port Moresby. Their airfields are being 
strengthened with guns, radar, observer systems and additional dispersal areas and revetments, but Japanese raids still frequently 
get through without being intercepted.

• Reinforcements

• Since the outbreak of the Japanese war Australia has called up large numbers to expand the militia. The call up extends to married 
men up to 45 and single men up to 60. 

• America is reinforcing the South West Pacific with land air and naval forces but they will also take time to arrive and become 
effective, and reinforcements are aimed only at securing the defence of Australia not at pushing the Japanese back.

• The Australian Government has insisted on the return of two of the experienced Australian Divisions from the Middle East to 
Australia. The 7th Division and one brigade of the 6th Division have returned safely to Australia.

• The other two brigades of the 6th Division have been temporarily diverted to Ceylon to strengthen the garrison until British troops 
arrive.

• The land forces in Australia now amount to 13 divisions. If effectively trained and equipped these should provide confidence that 
the country can be defended. Air and Naval forces remain very inadequate.

• The Americans are making prodigious efforts in industry to build the weapons to win the war and to replace the resources, such as 
the rubber plantations in the far east and the ships in the Atlantic, lost due to failure to prepare an effective defence. 
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17 April
• New Guinea

• On 17th April, the 2/5th Independent Company 
arrived at Port Moresby with the warning that they 
might expect instructions from Morris to cooperate 
with the N.G.V.R. around Lae and Salamaua.

• Burma

• General Stilwell reports to Washington that the 
situation in Burma is critical and that the British are 
apparently close to exhaustion and collapse. He 
states however, that if the British can stabilize their 
front for a few more days, he is preparing to 
counterattack.

• Mandalay is a complete wreck and the villages south 
of Mandalay have been burned, according to this 
report.

• He reports further that General Wavell remains in 
India and that no help has been received from India.
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17 April
• Timor

• After the failure of two previous attempts 
to rescue the RAAF rear party from Timor 
and the failure of several resupply efforts 
the men were finally rescued by the US 
submarine Searaven on the 17th and 18th

April despite Japanese patrol vessels and 
a dangerous surf. 

• Four out of 29 men had died during two 
months evading Japanese forces in a 
mountainous tropical environment.

• Five days later, fire broke out in 
Searaven’s main power cubicle, 
immobilizing her completely. Snapper 
assisted her into port. 

• The survivors were landed at Fremantle 
on the 26th.
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18 April - Command

• The Australian Government notified commanders of all combat sections of the Australian defence 
forces that, from midnight on Saturday, 18th April 1942, all orders and instructions issued by the 
Supreme Commander should be considered as emanating from the Australian Commonwealth.

• On 18th April, The Supreme Commander issued General Order No.1 assuming command, creating 
subordinate commands and assigning commanders to them—
• General Sir Thomas Blamey as Commander of Allied Land Forces, 
• Lieut-General George Brett of Allied Air Forces, and 
• Vice-Admiral Herbert Leary of Allied Naval Forces. 
• MacArthur had agreed to the appointment of an Australian to the combined ground command only at the 

insistence of the War Department in Washington.

• Allied Air Forces Headquarters were established at Victoria Barracks, Melbourne. All tactical units 
of the USAAF, the R.A.A.F. and the RNEIAAF in the South West Pacific Area were assigned to the 
command. 
• The operational control of the Allied Air Forces was exercised through the existing R.A.A.F. area organisation 

with American and Australian coordinated staffs or with American liaison officers attached to Australian staffs 
in the five areas—North-Eastern, Eastern, Southern, Western and North-Western. 

• Each of the five areas was commanded by an Australian; R.A.A.F. officers in fact held a majority of the key 
command posts.
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18 April - Sea
• North Pacific

• An American naval task force including two 
aircraft carriers, commanded by Vice-Admiral 
Halsey, was heading through the north Pacific 
Ocean towards Japan. 

• On the flight deck of U.S.S. Hornet, 16 US 
Army B 25 Mitchell medium bombers were 
lined up for take-off. 

• The Mitchells had been modified to achieve a 
range of 2,400 miles by removing the lower 
gun turret to save weight and installing an 
extra fuel tank. 

• The crews manning the bombers were all 
volunteers for a low-level air attack on Tokyo. 

• Halsey's task force sighted an enemy patrol 
vessel at 6.45 a.m. on 18th April. 

• An enemy air strike on Halsey's task force 
could now be expected.
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18 April - Sea
• Leader of the army crews was Lieut-Colonel James 

Doolittle.

• Doolittle joined the army as a flying cadet in 
October 1917, got his wings and served as an 
instructor for the rest of the war.

• Between the wars he had been a significant 
aviation pioneer.

• He made the first cross country flight from Jacksonville 
Beach to San Diego in 1922.

• He received the first Doctorate in Aeronautics awarded 
in the US in 1925.

• He developed instrument flying and in 1929 was the 
first pilot to take off, fly and land a plane without a view 
outside the cockpit. 

• Having won the three big air racing trophies of the 
time, the Schneider, Bendix, and Thompson, he 
officially retired from air racing saying, "I have yet to 
hear anyone engaged in this work dying of old age.“

• Doolittle also helped influence Shell Oil to produce the 
first quantities of 100 octane aviation gasoline.

• He had returned to active duty in July 1940.
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Lt. Col. James H. Doolittle, USAAF (2nd left), and his 
Crew just before take off for the mission on 

USS Hornet (CV-8), 18 April 1942
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18 April - Sea

• North Pacific

• Doolittle had hoped that the carrier 
would take him within 400 miles of Japan, 
but it had been planned that the safety of 
Halsey's force should not be jeopardised 
and that, in these circumstances, the 
bombers would take off even though they 
might not reach their destination bases in 
eastern China.

• So at 7.25 a.m. the first of the Mitchells, 
piloted by Doolittle, roared down 
Hornet's flight deck and took off into a 
40-knot gale that was sending seas over 
the carrier's bows. 

• The other 15 bombers followed, each 
pilot accomplishing safely a take-off never 
attempted before today. 

• Halsey turned his force about and set 
course back across the Pacific.
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18 April - Air
• The B25s had 668 miles to reach Tokyo. Though Tokyo had warning of 

Halsey's force the Japanese would not expect any attack until at least the 
following day. 

• The B25s were unopposed as they crossed the Japanese coast and roared 
in over the capital at a height of 1,000 feet, each released the three 500-lb 
bombs and a single incendiary cluster that made up their bomb-loads. 
• Some attacked Tokyo's oil stores, factories and defence installations others bombed 

targets at Kobe, Yokohama and Nagoya. 
• At Yokosuka naval base an aircraft carrier in dry dock was hit by at least one bomb. 
• Only one of the Mitchells was hit by anti-aircraft fire and the damage was slight. 

• All the aircraft cleared the Japanese coast and, with an unexpectedly strong 
tail wind, headed for the airfields in eastern China where they were to 
refuel and then remain in China under General Stilwell's command.

• Since they had been forced to take off ten hours ahead of the planned time, the bombers 
were now flying in darkness and through rain and dense overcast. 

• Some crews baled out and others crash-landed. All the bombers were lost but 14 of the crews 
survived. 

• One crew flew too far north and landed beyond Vladivostok; the Russians interned them. 
• Two crews landed in Japanese-held areas in China and became prisoners of war; two of them 

were later executed after a military trial.
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18 April - Air

• China

• The Chinese were unhappy because 16 of their precious medium bombers 
had been lost on a mission that so emphasised to the Japanese the 
strategic value to the Allies of the airfields in Chikiang province that they 
made haste to capture them before they could be adequately defended.

• Japan

• The bombing of Tokyo stirred up the Imperial Navy to send out nearly 
every ship in the combined fleet in search and pursuit of the carriers.

• Pacific

• On the 18th April Lexington delivered the marines’ Buffaloes to Palmyra and 
turned towards taskforce 1, but that night CinCPac cancelled the exercise 
with the battleships and ordered Lexington to a point 200 miles north of 
Fiji.
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18 April - Tokyo Raid 

The War in the Pacific - The First Six Months ©Jerry McBrien

Chinese airfields

One aircraft came 
down near Vladivostok
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18 April - Air
• Bay of Bengal

• In a second raid on Port Blair on 
18th April the Hudson crews were 
attacked by Zero fighters during 
their second sweep. 

• One aircraft got back to base 
though severely damaged by 
gunfire, but the other failed to 
return. 

• These two attacks destroyed two 
twin-engined and three four-
engined flying-boats and severely 
damaged most if not all the others.
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19th April – Daily Naval Appreciation, COIC
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19 April

• Command

• On 19th April, the day after MacArthur assumed command, he 
announced the heads of the branches of his staff. All were Americans; 
eight out of eleven appointees had served with him in the 
Philippines.

• Pacific

• On 19 April CinCPac directed Lexington to rendezvous with the oiler 
Kaskaskia 300 miles north east of Fiji.

• Darwin

• By 19th April all of the 7th, 8th and 9th pursuit squadrons had reached 
the Darwin area and were operational.
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20 April

• Between 1st and 20th April a 
Japanese naval force comprising 
a seaplane carrier, a light cruiser, 
four destroyers and four patrol 
boats secured Fakfak, Babo, 
Sorong, Manokwari, Moemi, 
Seroeni, Nabire, Hollandia and 
Sarmi, in Dutch New Guinea.
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21 April

• Sea

• On 21 April CinCPac ordered the Lexington taskforce to rendezvous on 1 May with 
Yorktown about 250 miles north west of New Caledonia.

• Land

• During 21st-24th April Generals Vasey and Brett were at Port Moresby. 

• A decision was reached to form a guerrilla group to be known as Kanga Force.
• This was to consist of, 
• the N.G.V.R., 
• Lieutenant Howard's platoon which was now in the Wau area, 
• the 2/5th Independent Company, and 
• a mortar platoon which was to be raised from units in Port Moresby. 

• Immediately Howard's platoon and the N.G.V.R. were to reconnoitre the Lae and 
Salamaua areas and the Markham Valley and carry out restricted offensive action there.

• They were not to take any action that would "prejudice the main role of Kanga Force, 
which will be the attack of Lae and of Salamaua, making the most use of the factor of 
surprise."
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22 April

• The USS Walke returned from Fiji 
to Tongatabu on 22 April with the 
first batch of tanks flown down 
from Pearl.

• Yorktown’s machinists set to work 
installing them. 

• They had to remove access plates 
and over 500 screws then push and 
pull the troublesome bladders into 
place, taking about 20 man hours 
per plane. 

• The second batch reached Fiji the 
same day and were quickly 
forwarded to Tongatabu.
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22 April - Intelligence

• Pacific

• The vast quantity of signal traffic intercepted during the three days that the Japanese 
were on their wild goose chase after Halsey’s carriers was a bonanza for the US Navy’s 
codebreakers.

• Since the war began they had been battling day and night to penetrate the five digit 
groups of the Japanese Navy’s main operational code, labelled JN25. 

• There were code breaking groups in Washington (NEGAT), Pearl Harbour (HYPO) and 
CAST originally at Coregidor in the Philippines, now in Melbourne and renamed 
Belconnen and later FRUMEL. 

• JN 25 was a traditional cypher generated from two code books, a dictionary containing 
45,000 five digit groups each ascribed to a word or phrase and a book of random five 
digit groups. 
• The message was converted into code from the dictionary 
• then a range of successive groups from the second book were added to the coded message. 
• All the five digit groups in both books were divisible by three to make it easy to check for garbles.
• The transmitted message was prefixed by a key that identified the page, column and line that the 

recipient had to look up in the second book to lay bare the coded message.
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22 April - Intelligence

• Pacific
• Penetrating this code required 

• painstaking skill and intuition, 
• multiple filing systems and 
• batteries of IBM tabulating machines fed with stacks of punched cards. 
• The clues were fished from similarities and recurring patterns in the two letter place 

designator codes, date time groups, ships’ and commanders’ call signs and 
• the identifying “signature” of a morse sender’s fist.

• The first batch of important clues was assembled from the air group and 
ship call sign groups in papers salvaged from a plane shot down over Pearl 
Harbour on 7 December. 

• Because the purpose of the attempt to catch up with Halsey was known, 
valuable insight was obtained into the meaning of many five digit groups, 
adding considerably to the dictionary of JN25 that the Americans had been 
compiling. 
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22 April - Intelligence

• Pacific

• The Pearl Harbour codebreakers were lead by Lt Cdr Rochefort, who had studied the 
Japanese language and Japanese naval operations for years and was blessed with a 
superb memory for detail. 
• He was assisted by eight hand picked cryptanalysts and 
• the dispossessed musicians of the battleship California’s band. 
• They worked amid the ceaseless clatter of tabulating machines and teleprinters in a windowless 

basement below Pearl Harbour’s new administrative building. 
• Lack of windows and the air conditioned environment eliminated any sense of night or day.

• Rochefort often stayed in the chamber for days at a time working in carpet slippers and a 
stained red velvet smoking jacket and sleeping on a cot between the IBM machines.

• Lt Cdr Layton, the fleet intelligence officer assembled 
• Rochefort’s team’s results, 
• analysis of the quantity and origination of signal traffic and 
• reports of reconnaissance and combat 
• to produce the daily CinCPac Intelligence Bulletin, transmitted in code to all ships and bases.
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23 April - Australia

• Government

• As house-owners and 
businessmen, complying with 
regulations (published on 23rd

April), filled in their forms for a 
compulsory war damage insurance 
scheme they had before them in 
black and white the risk that their 
own roof might be holed or their 
house blown to bits or their 
property sacrificed to a "scorched 
earth" order at a time of retreat or 
occupation by the enemy.
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23 April

• New Guinea
• On 23rd April a Japanese patrol, about 65 strong accompanied by two 

Europeans dressed in white, set out from Salamaua along the track to 
Komiatum. 

• One European seemed to be acting as a guide. From their observation 
posts the NGVR had seen them coming and three of them lay waiting in 
ambush at Komiatum. 

• They reported that they killed five of the Japanese and wounded others 
before they retreated from Komiatum without loss. 

• The Japanese soon returned to Salamaua.
• Port Moresby
• The 2/3rd Light Anti-Aircraft Battery was in action at Port Moresby against 

Japanese aircraft for the first time on 23rd April.
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24 April

• Pacific

• By 24th the NEGAT team had deciphered orders sent to the 4th fleet commander, revealing that 
operation MO would begin when the two carriers detached from the strike force, returning from 
the Indian Ocean, reached Truk.

• New Guinea

• From the Markham the N.G.V.R. reported on 24th April that a Japanese outpost had been 
established at Heath's Plantation and, a little later, that a small gun had been sited there facing 
north-west along the road.

• Port Moresby

• April 24, 1942 In the morning, twelve Zeros attack Port Moresby, six dog fighting with RAAF 75 
Squadron P-40 Kittyhawks and six attacking other aircraft and bombers. They destroyed two B-26s 
and a PBY moored in Fairfax Harbor. Three P-40E Kittyhawks from 75 Squadron were shot down: 
Channon, KIA and Les Jackson and Crawford, survived.

• Burma

• On 24th April the AVG in a stealthily executed raid by Kittyhawks on Chiengmai, a strong Japanese 
base just across the Thai border, the American pilots believed that they destroyed at least 30 
aircraft just as they were preparing to take off, besides wrecking barracks and hangars and leaving 
fuel stores blazing, but the raid cost the A.V.G. two of its best flight leaders.
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25 April

• Strategy

• On 25th April MacArthur issued his first directive relating to a general plan. 

• It proposed no alteration of Blamey's dispositions, and gave the Allied Land Forces the task of 
preventing "any landing on the north-east coast of Australia or on the south-western coast of 
New Guinea". 

• So far, however, there was no proposal to send more forces to New Guinea.

• Pacific

• A Japanese message deciphered on 25th requested 1,000 copies of documents used in the attack 
plan as well as a complete map section of Australia.

• Admirals King and Nimitz, with their senior staff, conducted an intensive review of Pacific strategy 
in San Francisco on 25th April.

• Halsey with the Enterprise and Hornet taskforces reached Pearl Harbour, on return from the 
Tokyo raid, on 25 April. 

• Solomons

• The bombing of Tulagi grew more purposeful towards the end of April when, on the 25th, eight 
bombers carried out a determined raid.
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25 April - Air

• Darwin
• At 14.00 on 25 April 24 bombers escorted by 9 fighters attack the RAAF 

airfield. About 50 P40s take off to intercept and claim 8 bombers and 3 
fighters destroyed. All the defenders return safe. 

• Port Moresby
• "Just after 8.00 am, with 41-2641 still stuck, fifteen Japanese Zero fighter 

aircraft arrived over Port Moresby and four descended on 7-Mile drome, 
quickly setting a B-26 Marauder on fire and seriously damaging 
another. 41-2641 appeared to have survived the attack until, 10 minutes 
later, it suddenly burst into flames and was destroyed.

• The RAAF's No. 75 Squadron had a flight of four P-40s in the air on combat 
patrol and they immediately attacked the formation of Zeros, causing 
damage to three aircraft, one of the P-40s receiving superficial damage in 
return."
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25 April - Air

• Port Moresby

• 41 P39s of the 8th Fighter Group took off 
from Townsville (Woodstock) for Port 
Moresby via Cairns and Horn Island to 
replace 75 Squadron RAAF.

• They ran into an unforecast solid storm 
front around Cape Grenville.

• Only 26 of the 41 fighters that left 
Brisbane reached Port Moresby and two 
of the pilots were killed.

• Australia

• On 25th April General McArthur reported 
to the War Department that: 

• “A present survey of the Australian 
program and pilots to be available 
indicates it is unlikely that there will be 
any surplus of Australian pilots.”

Bell P39 Airacobra. The exhaust stubs illustrate the 
unusual arrangement of the engine behind the pilot.
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26 April

• Port Moresby

• April 26, 1942 (Raid 32) Port Moresby area is attacked by nine Nell bombers with 
escorting Zero fighters. 

• They approached from north made one run over Kila Drome (3-Mile) at 22000’. 

• Approx. 90 bombs mostly H.E. are dropped near dispersal area. 

• Two 3rd BG A-24s are destroyed one other completely unserviceable.

• No other damage no casualties. 

• P-40s did not intercept. 

• The partly completed Rarona (30 Mile Drome) near Galley Reach is also bombed.

• Industry

• Firestone produced the program's first bale of synthetic rubber on April 26, 1942, 
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27 April 
• Government

• In a report on public morale on 27th April the Censor said that MacArthur and the Americans had made the 
"outlook brighter". The Censor found that the appointment of General MacArthur had met with “unanimous 
approval”

• Strategy

• "but action against the Malayan barrier involving large-scale combined operations is beyond our resources 
until Germany has been defeated" Telegram from Dominions Office, 27 Apr, in reply to telegram to 
Dominions Office, 17 Apr.

• Sea

• The Yorktown taskforce got under way from Tongatabu on 27th April, and Fletcher set a westerly course for 
the Coral Sea.

• Land

• From New Caledonia General Patch reported to the War Department that enemy actions indicate a 
movement to the south or southwest.

• Air

• Darwin.  At 12.07 on 27 April 17 bombers escorted by 9 fighters attack the RAAF airfield. About 50 P40s take 
off to intercept and claim 3 bombers and 4 fighters destroyed. 4 P40s fail to return, Captain Strauss 
commander of 8th Pursuit being KIA.

• Chennault predicts on 27th a Japanese air assault timed a day in advance of Emperor Hirohito's birthday 
(29th April) to gratify him with "good news" on that occasion.
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28 April

• Government

• Curtin, on the recommendation of MacArthur, requested assistance 
from Britain, by the temporary diversion of two divisions whose 
movement East was projected for late April and early May until such 
time as the 9th Australian Division and the remainder of the 6th were 
returned to Australia, and by the allocation of an aircraft carrier "even 
of the smallest type". 

• Churchill, however, refused, saying: "No signs have appeared of a 
heavy mass invasion of Australia", and "the danger to India has been 
increased by the events in Burma as well as by an inevitable delay, 
due to the needs in home waters, in building up the Eastern Fleet".
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28 April - Sea

• Pacific

• On 28 April Nimitz flew back to Pearl after conferring with King in San 
Francisco. 

• CominCh shared Nimitz’s concern about the South Pacific and 
ordered CinCPac to keep at least two carriers there until further 
notice. 

• Intelligence

• On the 28th a message was decoded, which stated “The objective of 
MO will be first to restrict the enemy fleet movements and will be 
accomplished by means of attacks along the North coast of Australia”.
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28 April

• Pacific

• Lt Cdr Fenno in the fleet submarine 
Trout was 35 days out from Pearl on 
patrol off the south coast of Honshu. 
In a midnight attack Trout slapped a 
torpedo into a patrol vessel, which 
sank in two minutes.

• As dawn was breaking, Fenno missed 
a cargo ship, and two hours later, a 
pair of torpedoes failed against a 
loaded tanker.

• Fenno was bewildered at the failure, 
the target should have been a sure 
thing.

• Trout now turned for home, having 
fired 22 torpedoes, observed 7 hits 
and sunk three ships. 

USS Trout

Despite a number of bewildering failures this was the 
most successful American submarine patrol so far, 
which highlighted the fact that the achievements to 
date of the 73 submarines in the Pacific and Asiatic 
fleets had been intensely disappointing.
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28 April - Air
• Port Moresby

• April 28, 1942 (Raid 33) Six Kittyhawks took off at 10.36 to intercept eight 
Japanese bombers escorted by Zeros over Port Moresby. P40s piloted by S/L 
Jackson and F/Lt Cox failed to return. F/Lt Cox listed as missing. F/O Brereton was 
also wounded in this action, and his aircraft severely damaged, though returned 
to base. One zero is shot down and the pilot is later taken PoW.

• One of the Japanese bombers dropped four bundles of letters from Australian 
POWs at Rabaul. 
• The bundles landed near 7 Mile Drome. 
• Inside were 395 letters (325 military, 70 from civilians) wrapped in khaki cloth with a 4' 

streamer attached to each with a message in English "Any person found return to Army 
Headquarters Port Moresby".

• Burma

• On the 28th the raiders predicted by Chennault duly appeared—27 bombers with 
fighter cover. The battle, fierce but brief, ended with the score claimed to be 22 
to nil in favour of the AVG.
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29 April - Sea

• Orders issued to Halsey on 29 April 
instructed him to:

• “Check further advance of the 
enemy in the New Guinea –
Solomon area by destroying enemy 
ships, shipping and aircraft”

• On the way Halsey’s carriers were 
to deliver 21 Marine Wildcats for 
the new airbase at Efate in the New 
Hebrides.

• If profitable targets appeared in 
the Gilberts Halsey should be 
prepared to attack them on his way 
south.
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29 April - Air
• Burma

• the Japanese did achieve good birthday news for the Emperor on the 29th when 
they overwhelmed the Chinese forces and captured Lashio. 

• The Chinese troops then withdrew from Loiwing, Chennault's most useful base 
with its valuable aircraft overhaul depot. 

• The A.V.G. had no choice but to follow, after abandoning valuable facilities and 
destroying by fire 22 Kittyhawks which were under repair and could not be flown 
out. 

• The A.V.G. force retired to Kunming, while 

• the pilots of No. 17 Squadron, who had been operating with them from Loiwing, 
returned to India by way of Myitkyina, to take part in the air defence of Calcutta.

• Philippines

• The last successful flight for the evacuation of personnel was made in a B-24 
piloted by Capt. Mueller on 29 April. Just before midnight, and only three hours 
after its arrival from Australia, the plane took off from Del Monte to land its 
passengers at Batchelor Field, south of Darwin, the following day. 
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30 April - Sea
• On the last day of April Enterprise and Hornet left Pearl Harbour and, after 

a day of exercises around Oahu, Halsey set course that evening for the 
South Pacific, surrounded by four heavy cruisers, eight destroyers and two 
fleet oilers. 

• By the end of April US Navy intelligence were routinely penetrating up to 
one twentieth of all intercepted JN25 messages.

• The Japanese offensive to Port Moresby was exactly the threat the 
submarines had been sent to Brisbane to counter, and Captain Christie 
hurried to get as many as possible to sea. 
• By the end of April four submarines had left Brisbane in search of the enemy. 
• First to sail was S47 (Lt Cdr Davis) departing on 22nd April only seven days after her 

long Pacific crossing.
• Davis’ orders were to “Penetrate St Georges Channel to attack enemy vessels vicinity of main 

base at Blanche Bay (Rabaul) . . . your primary mission is to DESTROY ENEMY VESSELS. Your 
secondary mission is information”
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30 April - Air
• New Guinea

• The P-39s of the 8th Group had moved into Port Moresby by 30 April and that afternoon thirteen 
of the twenty-six Cobras which had come in carried out their first mission. 

• Under the leadership of Lt. Col. Wagner, they accomplished a thorough strafing of grounded 
planes and fuel dumps at Lae and Salamaua, an action which was followed by a brisk engagement 
with enemy fighters.

• Four P39s failed to return, all four pilots survived the crash but Lieutenant Durand was captured 
by the Japanese and executed.

• To suppress Japanese airpower a mixed force of 20 RAAF and USAAF B17s, B25s, B26s and 
Hudsons also attacked enemy airdromes in the Lae area. 

• Australia

• To the end of April the Commonwealth had impressed 36 aircraft from the regular airline 
companies and 94 other privately owned aircraft. Most of the impressed aircraft were light types 
suitable for use in flying training.

• China

• In April the USAAF formally recalled Chennault to active duty and promoted him to brigadier-
general, meanwhile he was accusing the War Department of "indecision, obstruction, non-
support and passive inactivity [in the] Far East".
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April 1942
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30 April - Army

• In April 1942 there were 185 
tanks in Australia: 
• 89 M3 Light; 

• 30 M3 Medium; 

• 12 Matilda mark 2; 

• 2 AC1 (the Australian tank); 

• 52 two-man tanks (from Java).
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30 April - Army

• Tanks on order were 
• 149 M3 Light, 

• 100 M3 Medium, 

• 240 Matilda mark 2, 

• 114 AC1, 

• which were expected to have all 
arrived by October 1942.

Matilda Mk 2 in Egypt
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US
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April 1942
• Merchant Shipping

• Allied merchant shipping losses in April declined to 143 ships totalling 
692,000 tons or an annual rate of 8.3 million tons. 

• This remained significantly greater than the projected building rate in 
1942 of 6 million tons.

• About 200,000 tons was sunk by the Japanese navy in its foray into 
the Indian Ocean.

• Over 300,000 tons was sunk by submarines off the American coast 
and in the Caribbean.  
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COIC 30 April 1942
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30 April – Naval Incidents
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COIC 30 April 1942
• American Carriers

• Yorktown heading back into the Coral 
Sea from Tongatabu.

• Three others serviceable in Central 
Pacific.

• Saratoga still in dock on the west 
coast after torpedo damage.

• Japanese Carriers
• Three at Truk
• Seven (?eight) in mandates/home 

waters, one probably en route to the 
Marshalls. Location of three others 
uncertain

• One damaged in dock in Japan

• Totals serviceable carriers 
• America 4 
• Japan 10.
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