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Situation report ς1 June 1942
ÅAfter 6 months of war the Japanese avalanche has swept away the 

Western Empires in South East Asia and the forces defending them.

ÅThe Japanese have reached out beyond South East Asia to Hawaii and 
Ceylon and destroyed major units of American and British naval and 
air forces.

ÅJapanese forces have everywhere been tactically superior to the 
defenders, on land, sea and in the air.

ÅAfter the Allied losses the Japanese now also have numerical 
superiority of naval and air forces in the Pacific and Indian Oceans.

ÅThe only remaining areas where Japanese and Allied forces are close 
enough to continue effective operations is on the line Timor - Darwin 
- Horn Island - Moresby/Lae ςRabaul - Tulagi.
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Timor ςDarwin ςMoresby - LaeςRabaul- Tulagi
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Situation report ς1 June 1942
ÅEarly in May a Japanese invasion fleet had left Rabaulto capture Port 

Moresby.
ÅForewarned by decoded radio intercepts, Admirals King and Nimitz had 

positioned two aircraft carrier taskforces in the Coral Sea to resist this 
thrust.
ÅDespite the intelligence advantage, the carrier battle had been a draw, with 

the Japanese demonstrating tactical superiority, particularly in the use of 
torpedoes. Lexington, the biggest ship in the US Navy, was sunk. 
ÅFollowing the battle and heroic work by the Pearl Harbour dockyard there 

are three serviceable American aircraft carriers in the Pacific, the Japanese 
have at least seven.
ÅOn 24th May CinCPacintelligence predicted attacks on the Aleutians on 3 

June and Midway on 4 June.
ÅNimitz has sent every usable ship he has to defend Midway and every bit of 

gear he has to the Island.  
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Situation report ς1 June 1942
ÅMacArthur has advised Curtin that 
Å"We have . . . in this theatre at the 

present time all the elements that have 
produced disaster in the Western Pacific 
ǎƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ōŜƎƛƴƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǊΦέ

ÅThe US Navy has left the Coral Sea and 
is concentrated off Midway 

ÅAustralian Intelligence is predicting 
ongoing Japanese operations in the 
Solomonsand against Port Moresby.

ÅThe air battle continues along the line 
from Timor to Tulagi with both sides 
seeking to capture or develop new 
airbases as well as attacking the 
ŜƴŜƳȅΩǎ ōŀǎŜǎΦ

ÅLast night there were a number of 
Japanese submarines in Sydney 
Harbour. One ship was sunk.  

A mushroom cloud rises from a heavy explosion on Lexington, 
8 May 1942.
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1 June
ÅSydney

ÅA diver's investigations found a Midget submarine, with her engines still running, lying on the 
harbour floor.

ÅCairns

ÅThe outbreak of World War 2 in 1939 increased demand for a suitable road from Cairns to the 
tableland via Kuranda, as an emergency evacuation route in the event of hostile invasion. This 
road, which took 18 months to construct with a single bulldozer, opened in June 1942. The fall of 
Singapore precipitated a mass evacuation of local residents to the south. Many homes were sold 
cheaply, and the local population declined by nearly 7000 people.

ÅNew Guinea

Å18 Betty bombers escorted by 9 Zeros attacked the docks at Port Moresby. More than 30 fighters 
intercepted at 11.50 and claimed one bomber shot down and six probables. LtsHosford and 
Plunkett were listed MIA. Plunkett returned a few days later despite having been savaged by a 
crocodile while following a stream as the easiest path through the jungle. 

ÅB-17s attack Lae, Salamaua, and Rabaul. 

ÅBurma

Å5 HBs attack Rangoon dock and harbor area, claiming 1 tanker sunk and another left listing. 
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1 June - USA
ÅFear of attack on the West coast of the US causes the suspension of 

movement of aircraft and crews from US to UK.
ÅOn Umnak Island, a secret base had been constructed. By the end of 

March, a 3,000 x 100-foot strip had been usable at Umnak, but it was far 
from satisfactory. Even in June, when it had reached 5,000feet, it was 
unstable, it tossed fighters thirty feet into the air upon impact, and waves 
in it made its use by B26s exceedingly risky. Yet it did permit fighters to 
operate.
ÅThe burden of long-range search from Midway rested upon the PBYs and 

B17s; twelve of the latter covered long arcs extending 800 miles out from 
Midway on 31 May and 1 June, but they sighted nothing and they could not 
cover the area lying beyond 300 to 400 miles northwest because of poor 
visibility. The flight crews were in the air for thirty hours in the two days 
and the crews had to service their own planes, in co-operation with the 
Marine ground forces on the island.
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2 June - Alaska

ÅA PBY sighted two 
carriers, reporting them at 
a point some 400 miles 
south of Kiska, and all 
available striking planes 
were immediately ordered 
forward to Forts Glenn 
and Randall. The PBY had 
been spotted and fighters 
were sent in pursuit, and 
the PBY was driven off 
losing the contact in the 
fog.

The War in the Pacific - The First Six Months ©Jerry McBrien

Carriers sighted 2/6

8



2 June
ÅNew Guinea
ÅTwo squadrons of the  35th Fighter Group arrived in Port Moresby to relieve 

the 8th Fighter Group squadrons. The 40th Fighter squadron went to Berry 
field (formerly 12 Mile) and the 39th went to Schwimmer (14 mile)
ÅB-мтΩǎ ōƻƳō ŘƻŎƪ ŀƴŘ ƳƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ ŎŀƳǇ ŀǊŜŀ ŀǘ Rabaul. 
ÅIndia
ÅA flight of six Mitchells earmarked for the C.A.T.F. (China Air Task Force) 

arrived at Dinjan.
ÅUSA
ÅAircraft and crews of the 97th Bomb Group, then in New England for 

movement to the UK, are ordered to the West Coast as a defensive 
measure against attack on US. 
Å6 out of 16 B-17s that have been on Detached Service at Midway return to 

Oahu.
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3 June ςAustralian Coast
ÅAt 10.18 p.m. the Australian coastal steamer Age (4,734 tons), bound 

from Melbourne to Newcastle, reported being under gunfire from a 
submarine in position 35 miles S.E. of Norah Head. 

ÅAn hour and a half later Sydney radio intercepted a signal from the 
coaster Iron Chieftain (4,812 tons), on passage from Newcastle to 
Whyalla, reporting that she was torpedoed 27 miles east of Sydney, 
approximately five miles from where Age was attacked. 

ÅAge, unharmed, reached Newcastle shortly before 1 a.m. on the 4th. 

ÅIron Chieftain, loaded with coke, and with important material for 
ships building at Whyalla, sank in about five minutes with the loss of 
twelve of her company. Twelve survivors, including the chief officer, 
were taken from a raft at 3.30 a.m. on 4th June by H.M.A.S. Bingera.
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3 June
ÅLand

ÅOrders for the 37th Division USA had been hurriedly changed from New Zealand to Fiji, and early 
in June the first detachment landed at Suva. 

ÅBlamey suggested to MacArthur that there were two options regarding Timor: the recapture of 
the island with an overseas expedition; or the withdrawal of the bulk of the Allied forces engaged 
in guerillawarfare against the Japanese.

ÅAir

ÅA Japanese aircraft several times circled the bay and Government station at Buna, on the north 
coast of the "tail" of New Guinea, directly opposite Port Moresby across country.

ÅB-17s hit wharf, warehouse area, and military camp at Rabaul. 

ÅSome 8th Fighter Group personnel began to rotate back to Townsville after the arrival of the 35th

Fighter Group.

ÅThe flight of six Mitchells of 11th Bomb Sq USAAF earmarked for the C.A.T.F. left Dinjanearly to 
bomb Lashio on their way to Kunming. The attack was made but only two reached Kunming, one 
with its radio operator killed by a fighter; three crashed into a mountain in heavy overcast at 
10,000 feet and one was abandoned when it ran out of fuel.

Å7 B-17s leave Oahu and fly to Midway. 
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3 June - Alaska 
ÅJapanese aircraft raided Fort Mears 

and the naval installations at Dutch 
Harbour, Unalaska Island, the main 
American base in the Aleutian 
Islands. 
ÅFourteen bombers got through thick 

weather to their target, and for 20 
minutes from 6 a.m. 

Åinflicted considerable damage to 
installations, and killed about 25 of 
the defendersτ

Åfor the loss of two aircraft.

ÅOn Umnak all the P-плΩǎ ƘŀŘ ōŜŜƴ 
sent up on patrol but they could not 
find the enemy ships. 
ÅTwo Japanese cruiser seaplanes 

blundered into the Umnak area 
apparently unaware of the P40s or of 
the existence of the Umnak strip. 

ÅLt. Murphy and Lt Dixon, on patrol 
ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ммǘƘ {ǉǳŀŘǊƻƴΩǎ tплǎ ǎŀǿ 
them, pulled out of formation and 
shot one plane down into the Umnak 
Pass at the end of the runway. 

ÅThe other fled in damaged condition.
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3 June - Midway
ÅAt 09.00 a Midway based Catalina 

sighted eleven ships making 19 
knots eastward, then about 700 
miles West by South of Midway.

ÅAt 16.24, when the group had 
reduced the distance to 570 miles, it 
was attacked, by nine B-17s of the 
431st Bombardment Squadron 
which Captain Simard sent out 
following the PBY's contact report. 
ÅThe pilots dropped 36 x 600-lb. 

demolition bombs from 8,000 feet and 
Åreported having hit "two battleships or 
ƘŜŀǾȅ ŎǊǳƛǎŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǘǿƻ ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘǎέ ōǳǘ 
the attack did not slow the enemy.
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3 June - Midway
Å!ŘƳƛǊŀƭ bƛƳƛǘȊΩǎ ƻǊŘŜǊǎ ǘƻ Ƙƛǎ 

carrier task force commanders 
were to 
ÅάƛƴŦƭƛŎǘ ƳŀȄƛƳǳƳ ŘŀƳŀƎŜ ƻƴ ŜƴŜƳȅ 
ōȅ ŜƳǇƭƻȅƛƴƎ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ŀǘǘǊƛǘƛƻƴ ǘŀŎǘƛŎǎΦέ

ÅHe added a special Letter of 
Instruction:
ÅάLƴ ŎŀǊǊȅƛƴƎ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǘŀǎƪ ŀǎǎƛƎƴŜŘ Φ 

. . you will be governed by the 
principle of calculated risk, which 
you shall interpret to mean 
Åthe avoidance of exposure of your 

force to attack by superior enemy 
forces without good prospect of 
inflicting, as a result of such exposure, 
ƎǊŜŀǘŜǊ ŘŀƳŀƎŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŜƳȅΦέ
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3 June - Midway
Å9ŀŎƘ ŎŀǊǊƛŜǊΩǎ ŀƛǊ ƎǊƻǳǇ ŎƻƴǎƛǎǘŜŘ ƻŦ ос {.5 ŘƛǾŜ ōƻƳōŜǊǎΣ мр ¢.5 

torpedo bombers and 27 Wildcat fighters. 

ÅThe complement of fighters had been increased from 18 to 27 
following the introduction of the F4F-4 version of the Wildcat with 
folding wings. 
ÅThis version had been developed originally for a Royal Navy requirement, 

vigorously pushed along by Churchill, and was adopted by the USN to increase 
the complement of fighters that could be carried and in the interest of 
economies of scale and efficient production. 
ÅThe British had specified six 0.5 inch machine guns, two more than the earlier 

F4F-3 Wildcat and the number of rounds per gun had been reduced to 
partially offset the weight of the additional guns. 
ÅThe additional weight of the wing folding mechanism and the additional guns 

degraded the performance, particularly the rate of climb, which generated 
considerable unhappiness among the pilots.
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3 June - Midway

Douglas TBD-1 (Torpedo Bomber) Devastator of 
Torpedo Squadron Six (VT-6)
Max speed 206 mph but limited to 110 knots for 
torpedo dropping

Douglas SBD (Scout Bomber) Dauntless
Scouting Six (VS-6) and Bombing Six (VB-6)
Max speed 255 mph
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3 June - Midway

One of the main features of the F4F-4 were the Sto-
Wing-design folding wings, a Grumman patented 
design.

A U.S. Navy Grumman F4F-3 Wildcat in early 1942.
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3 June - Midway
ÅEach carrier planned their own air strikes.

ÅCaptain Murray of Enterprise elected to 
Ålaunch the fighters for his CAP and his SBD dive bombers as his first deck load 
Åthen to bring up and spot ten Wildcats to escort the strike and the fourteen torpedo bombers as 

the second deck load. 
ÅThe SBDs were to circle until the fighters and torpedo planes had taken off, then all were to depart 

together. 
ÅThe dive bombers would fly at high altitude and the torpedo planes would fly close to the water 

but it was hoped that the groups could maintain visual contact and coordinate their attacks. 
ÅMurray and McClusky, the air group commander, deputed Graythe skipper of Fighting Six to 

decide how the escort fighters should be deployed.

ÅGrayconsulted one of his pilots, Bill Wileman, who had flown off the Lexington at the 
Coral Sea. Wilemantold him that Zeros could outperform Wildcats, particularly when 
they had a height advantage, and that the SBDs had suffered high losses but none of the 
torpedo planes had been lost at the Coral Sea. 
ÅGraydecided his fighters must approach the target at high altitude to secure the advantage over 

defending Zeros but 
Åhe arranged with the skipper of Torpedo Six that if he ran into trouble he was simply to radio 
ά/ƻƳŜ ƻƴ Řƻǿƴ WƛƳέ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ²ƛƭŘŎŀǘǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ŘƛǾŜ ƛƴΦ
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3 June - Midway
ÅOn the Hornet, Commander Stanhope Ring, the Air Group Commander, met with Captain 

Mitscher, Captain Mason, the Air Officer and all four squadron commanders and their deputies to 
plan the strike. 
ÅMitscherhad been selected for promotion to Rear Admiral and Mason, his replacement to command Hornet, 

had come on board at Pearl Harbour, but given the very short turn round, Mitscherhad stayed aboard and 
Mason had not yet taken over.

ÅAt the meeting Waldron,VT-уΩǎ ǎƪƛǇǇŜǊΣ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘŜŘ ŎƭƻǎŜ ŦƛƎƘǘŜǊ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŦƻǊ Ƙƛǎ ǾǳƭƴŜǊŀōƭŜ ¢.5ǎΦ 
ÅRing and the two fighter commanders strongly advised that at least some of the escorting fighters should 

provide a close escort for the TBDs. 
ÅMitscherhowever was adamant that the fighters should climb to high altitude and stick with the dive 

bombers. 
ÅHis reasons were similar to those of Grayon the Enterprise, but no contingency plans were made to support 

the TBDs if they were in trouble.

ÅThe meeting also decided the launch scheme for the strike. 
ÅThe first deck load would be eight CAP fighters followed by the ten escort fighters then all thirty four SBDs. 
ÅHalf the SBDs would carry a 500lb bomb. The other half, spotted further aft, with more deck space for take off 

would carry a 1,000lb bomb. 
ÅAfter the fighters and SBDs had taken off the torpedo planes would be brought up for take off. 
ÅIf time permitted the dive bombers and fighters would circle until the torpedo planes were ready to depart 

and the two groups hoped to maintain visual contact. 

ÅIn explaining the decision about the fighter escort to his squadron, Waldron finished: 
ÅTHEREFORE you pilots and you gunners must be prepared to shoot it out with the Japs. 
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3 June - Midway
ÅFletcher intended to use the 
¸ƻǊƪǘƻǿƴΩǎ ŀƛǊ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƛƴ ŀ ǎŜŀǊŎƘ 
and support role, whereas 
Spruance would launch his air 
groups immediately the enemy 
carriers were located.

Å¢ƘŜ ¸ƻǊƪǘƻǿƴΩǎ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
morning search limited the 
strength of its strike to one deck 
load. 
ÅCaptain Buckmaster allowed eight 

wildcats to escort the strike and
ÅThach, the skipper of VF-3, decided to 

use them to escort Torpedo Three. CaptElliott Buckmaster, CO Yorktown
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3 June - Midway
ÅAt 6 p.m. on 3rd June, the two 

American carrier groups were some 300 
miles N.N.E. of Midway. 

ÅThe sighting of the Japanese transport 
group had been reported to Rear-
Admiral Fletcher as that of the main 
body of the Japanese fleet. But he 
relied on his original Intelligence that 
the enemy carrier force would 
approach Midway from the north-west 
to launch an air attack on the island at 
dawn, 4th June. 

ÅHe accordingly altered course to S.W. by 
S. at 7.50 p.m., so as to be about 200 
miles north of Midway, in a position to 
attack the Japanese carriers while they 
were themselves striking at Midway.
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3 June - Midway
ÅOn the eve of expected battle, Lieutenant 

Commander Waldron, skipper of Torpedo 
Eight on Hornet, called his men together 
and distributed a mimeographed plan of 
attack. In a message to his squadron 
appended to the plan he wrote: 
ÅI feel we are all ready. .  . I actually believe 

that under these conditions we are the 
best in the world. My greatest hope is 
that we encounter a favourable tactical 
ǎƛǘǳŀǘƛƻƴΣ ōǳǘ ƛŦ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊǎǘ 
comes to the worst, I want each of us to 
do his utmost to destroy our enemies. If 
there is only one plane left to make a final 
run-in, I want that man to go in and get a 
hit. May God be with us all." 

Lt Cdr John Waldron
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4 June ςAustralian Coast
ÅJust before dawn the steamer Barwon (4,240 tons) from 

Melbourne to Port Kembla, was attacked by gunfire and 
torpedo in position 33 miles S.S.E. of Gabo Island. She 
suffered no damage or casualties, though fragments of 
the torpedo, which exploded close alongside, came on 
board the ship. 

ÅAt 4.45 p.m., off Gabo Island, a Hudson of No. 7 
Squadron, from Bairnsdale, on antisubmarine patrol, 
sighted three merchant ships within a radius of six miles 
of the position of Barwon's encounter. 

ÅAs the aircraft approached, one of these ships was 
torpedoed and "blew up in front of our eyes".

ÅShortly afterwards a submarine surfaced some distance 
from the vessel and the pilot immediately dived to the 
atttack, dropping two anti-submarine bombs across the 
conning tower. 

ÅThis left only two general-purpose bombs with which to 
complete the kill and as it would have been courting 
disaster to release the bombs below 500 feet the 
captain climbed as quickly as possible to prepare for a 
second attack. 

ÅIn the meantime the submarine succeeded in 
submerging and could not be located.
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The torpedoed ship was the Iron Crown (3,353 tons) 
en route Whyalla Newcastle. Struck on the port side 
just abaft the bridge the ship sank within a minute. 37 
out of her crew of 42 were lost. The five survivors were 

picked up two hours later by s.s.Mulbera.



4 June ςAustralia
ÅSydney Harbour

ÅAfter a failed attempt on the 2nd

Åon 4th June, with the help of sheerlegs and 
slings, the wreck of the submarine, attacked 
by Steady Hour et al, was warped into shallow 
water and finally brought on shore. 

ÅIts occupants were found to have died as the 
result of self-inflicted revolver shots to the 
head 

ÅAustralian Coast

ÅAt 7 a.m. the coastal passenger steamer 
Canberra (7,710 tons) reported sighting a 
"suspicious object probably submarine" off 
Cape Moreton, Queensland.

ÅPending the institution of convoys, the Naval 
Board suspended merchant ship sailings 
between Melbourne and Brisbane. June 4, 1942. A Japanese midget submarine is raised 

from the bed of Sydney Harbour.
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4 June
ÅAleutian Islands

Åthe Japanese occupied Kiska and Attu 
Islands in the western Aleutians.

ÅAt 0845 a PBY of Patwing4, reported 
sighting three enemy ships, including one 
or two carriers, at a point approximately 
160 miles southwest of Umnak in an area 
of low ceiling and fog. 

Å15 B26s and 8 B17s took off to attack, 6 
aircraft found the ships and attacked. 
ÅNo hits were scored. 
ÅOne B17 made a low level attack on a cruiser, 

which shot it down. 
ÅOne B26 failed to return having been unable 

to find base due to weather conditions. 

ÅDuring the afternoon 2 B-мтΩǎ ŀƴŘ р .-нсΩǎ 
attack the carrier force, and 3 more B-нсΩǎ 
strike the cruiser Takao. 
ÅNo hits are scored. 
Å1 B-17 and 1 B-25 fail to return.
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4 June
ÅAleutian Islands

ÅAt 18.00 ten fighters swept over the naval air station at Dutch Harbor in a strafing attack, 
followed by eleven dive bombers, which inflicted considerable damage on fuel 
installations and on the Northwestern, a station ship in use as barracks. 

ÅAt 18.21 three more bombers attacked, but without achieving success; and 

Åat 18.25  five more were overhead, killing four sailors in an AA emplacement. 

ÅWhile retiring four dive bombers and four fighters were met by eight P-плΩǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ммǘƘ 
Fighter Squadron. 
ÅThe action occurred directly over Umnak. 
ÅTwo enemy dive bombers and two fighters were destroyed for the loss of two P40s 
Åone of whose pilots, Lt. McIntyre, walked unaided into camp.

ÅAir

Å2 HBs bomb Rangoon, but are attacked by 10 fighters. 1 HB is shot down and the other 
badly damaged. 

ÅThis raid ends 2 months of harassing strikes against Rangoon; 

Åsoon all HBs are grounded by monsoon. 
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4 June - Midway
Å5ǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƴƛƎƘǘ ŦƻǳǊ t.¸Ωǎ ƳƻǾŜŘ ǘƻǿŀǊŘ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘǎΣ ŦƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜƳ ōȅ ǊŀŘŀǊ ŀǘ лмΥол ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 

4th, put one torpedo into a tanker and strafed the column of transports, causing some casualties. 
The attack temporarily slowed the oiler.

ÅAt 04.31Yorktown launched 10 SBDs to search the northern semicircle to a distance of 100 miles 
ŀƴŘ с ²ƛƭŘŎŀǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘŀȅΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ /ƻƳōŀǘ !ƛǊ tŀǘǊƻƭΦ 
ÅThe light south easterly breeze meant that the carriers had to steam at high speed on a south easterly course 

to conduct flight operations, increasing the distance from the enemy. 
ÅIf the enemy was to the north west of Midway as expected he could conduct air operation while still steaming 

towards the island.

Åhƴ ǘƘŜ пǘƘ ƻŦ WǳƴŜ t.¸Ωǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƻŦŦ ŜŀǊƭȅ ƻƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎŜŀǊŎƘŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƛƴ ŜƴŜƳȅ ŦƻǊŎŜΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƘŀŘ ƴƻǘ 
yet been located; B-мтΩǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀƛǊΤ .-нсΩǎΣ ¢.CΩǎΣ ŀƴŘ a!D-22 planes were warmed and 
ready.

ÅAt 05.45a patrol plane sighted many planes heading for Midway at a point 150 miles to the north 
and west. 

ÅSeven minutes later at 05.52Σ t.¸ǎ ǎƛƎƘǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŜƳȅΩǎ ŎŀǊǊƛŜǊ ŦƻǊŎŜ ŀƴŘ ōǊƻŀŘŎŀǎǘ ŀ ǿŀǊƴƛƴƎΣ 
Åά¢ǿƻ ŎŀǊǊƛŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ōŀǘǘƭŜǎƘƛǇǎΣ ōŜŀǊƛƴƎ онл ŘŜƎǊŜŜǎΣ ŘƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ мулΣ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ морΣ ǎǇŜŜŘ нрΦέ 
ÅThe warning was picked up by the American carriers.

ÅbƛƳƛǘȊΣ ƳƻƴƛǘƻǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘǎ ŀǘ tŜŀǊƭ IŀǊōƻǳǊΣ ǊŜŎƪƻƴŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ /ƻƳƳŀƴŘŜǊ [ŀȅǘƻƴΩǎ нпth May 
forecast of where and when the enemy would be sighted was 5 degrees, 5 miles and 5 minutes 
out. 
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4 June - Midway
ÅMidway was ready. 

ÅThe four B-26s led by Capt. Collins, and the six 
¢.CΩǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƻŦŦ ǘƻ ŀǘǘŀŎƪ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǊǊƛŜǊǎΣ 

Åand the flight of 14 B-мтΩǎalready in the air and 
on its way toward the transports was diverted 
north against the carriers.

ÅAt 05.55the 6th DefenseBattalion radar logged 
a report of "many planes," and the Naval Air 
Station raised similar blips almost 
simultaneously. 

ÅAir raid sirens began to wail, Condition One was 
set, and the MAG-22 pilots manned their 
planes. 

ÅBoth squadrons were in the air in less than 10 
minutes, VMF-221 heading to intercept the 
enemy planes 

Åand VMSB-241 off to rendezvous station 20 
miles east where the dive bomber pilots would 
receive further instructions. Midway Atoll, Eastern Island is in the foreground, 

and the larger Sand Island in the background to 
the west.

The War in the Pacific - The First Six Months ©Jerry McBrien 28


