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Chapter 26

5 June 1942…

The Allies Plan to Protect Buna and Kokoda

An Airfield Building Contest Commences
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Situation report – 5 June 1942
• After 6 months of defeat and disaster and the destruction of the Western 

Empires in South East Asia the US Navy has won a great victory off Midway 
Island.

• The victory would not have been won without an American intelligence 
break into Japanese codes. The code book has now been changed and the 
Americans are back at square one.

• The extent of the victory is not entirely clear but it seems probable that 
Japanese losses have reduced their strength in large fast aircraft carriers to 
approximate parity with the Americans.

• The extent of the victory conceals the fact that it was a very close run thing 
and there were a number of American tactical disasters and material 
losses.

• Japanese land forces and navy surface forces have everywhere been 
tactically superior to the allies.
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Situation report – 5 June 1942
• The US Navy left the Coral Sea to 

concentrate off Midway. 

• Australian Intelligence is predicting 
ongoing Japanese operations in the 
Solomons and against Port 
Moresby.

• The air battle continues along the 
line from Timor to Tulagi with both 
sides seeking to capture or develop 
new airbases as well as attacking 
the enemy’s bases.

• Japanese submarines are operating 
successfully along the Australian 
south east coast.  

A mushroom cloud rises from a heavy explosion on Lexington, 
8 May 1942.
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Timor – Darwin – Moresby - Lae – Rabaul - Tulagi
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5 June - Sea
• Australian Coast
• A few minutes before 1 a.m. on 5th June s.s. Echunga (3,362 tons), bound 

from Whyalla to Port Kembla, was chased by a submarine when 17 miles 
S.E. of Wollongong. The submarine bothered the merchant ship for an 
hour, for part of which it was submerged after Echunga fired one round 
from her gun. Eventually the quarry was joined by H.M.A.S. Kalgoorlie, 
which escorted her safely to Port Kembla.

• At 6 a.m. on 5th June the remaining survivors from Iron Chieftain—25 in 
all—landed on the beach at The Entrance, Tuggerah Lakes, from the ship's 
starboard lifeboat under the command of the second officer.

• Mozambique Channel
• On 5th June the British Elysia (6,757 tons) was attacked and sunk by 

Japanese surface raiders 350 miles E.N.E. of Durban. 
• Also on the 5th submarines sank three Allied ships in the Mozambique 

Channel between Madagascar and Portuguese East Africa.
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5 June - Sea

• Midway

• The Japanese fleet retired westward.
• At 03:42 a.m. in making an emergency turn to 

avoid attack by the U.S. submarine Tambor, two 
Japanese heavy cruisers Mogami and Mikuma 
collided and crippled each other, lagging far 
behind in the withdrawal as a result.

• Spruance remained close to Midway until the 
Island’s morning reconnaissance had proved 
there were no more carriers threatening the 
island, then he pursued the Japanese to the 
north west.
• An air strike was sent out against ships believed to 

be 245 miles out but the targets weren’t found. 

• Ensign Gay was rescued by a Catalina in the 
afternoon. Bridge view of Mogami's damaged bow, 

after her collision with Mikuma at Midway.
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5 June - Air
• Australia

• 1Lt Dwight Muckley, who had survived the air war over Java with the 17th Pursuit, died in 
the crash of a B26, in which he was a passenger, near Amberley field in Australia.

• Midway

• In the morning 8 B17s hit a force 130 mi from Midway, claiming hits on 2 large warships. 

• During afternoon 6 B17s claim hits on heavy cruiser 300 mi from Midway. 

• 5 B17’s bomb a heavy cruiser 425 mi from Midway. 

• 1 B17 is shot down and another lost due to fuel shortage.

• Alaska

• In Alaska 18 B26, 10 B17 and 2 LB30 search and attack sorties are flown against the 
carrier force, the B26s splitting into 3 missions, the B17s into 2. No contact is made.

• The B17s using radar bomb targets, which look like ships, but later turn out to be the 
Pribilof Islands. 

• The 54th Fighter Squadron begins moving into Umnak. 
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6 June - Sea
• Midway
• The two damaged Japanese heavy 

cruisers Mogami and Mikuma were 
lagging far behind in the 
withdrawal. 
• As lone, lame ducks, they suffered 

three air attacks during the 6th, by 
aircraft from Enterprise and Hornet. 

• Mogami, reduced to a battered hulk, 
managed to make Truk. 

• Mikuma sank during the night of the 
6th.

• Just after dark, Spruance, now 400 
miles to the west of Midway, 
turned his ships back east to 
rendezvous with his oilers. Mikuma
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6 June - Sea
• Midway

• Fletcher had sent destroyer Hughes to stand by 
Yorktown and sink her if there was any danger of 
capture by the enemy.

• At daylight on the 5th Hughes signalled CinCPac 
the carrier could be saved.

• CinCPac sent ships to assist and Yorktown was 
taken in tow by minesweeper USS Vireo. 

• Fletcher sent a salvage party in destroyer 
Hammann, escorted by two other destroyers.

• Before daybreak on 6th Hamann secured to 
Yorktown’s starboard side, transferred the salvage 
party and provided power, pumps and water for 
their work.

• In the late afternoon of 6 June a Japanese 
submarine managed to slip through the cordon of 
destroyers and fired a salvo of torpedoes. 

• One torpedo from this salvo struck the destroyer
Hammann, which had been providing auxiliary 
power to Yorktown. 

• Hammann broke in two and sank with the loss of 
80 lives. 

USS Hammann sinking with stern high, after being 
torpedoed by Japanese submarine.
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6 June - Sea
• Midway
• The other two torpedoes hit 
Yorktown. 

• There were few casualties aboard, 
since most of the crew had already 
been evacuated. 

• With further salvage efforts 
deemed hopeless, the remaining 
repair crews were evacuated from 
Yorktown, which sank just after 
05:00 on 7 June.

• Mozambique Channel
• The next day (6th June) two more 

ships fell victims in the 
Mozambique Channel.  

Yorktown capsizing to port and sinking, 7 June 1942.

The War in the Pacific - The First Six Months ©Jerry McBrien 12



6 June - Air

• B17s maintain search out of Midway. 
• 6 of the HBs mistakenly attack US submarine, which later reports no damage. 

• More B17s arrive on Midway from Oahu. 

• Various bomber search-attack missions are flown in an attempt to 
contact the fleet reported near Seguam I. 
• No contact is made due to weather. 

• 8 P-38’s en route from Cold Bay to Umnak mistakenly attack a USSR 
freighter.

• A B17 on reconnaissance over Rabaul was intercepted by five Zero 
fighters at 13:00/6 and chased for 35 minutes.
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7 June - Air

• Gen Tinker, Commanding General of the 
7th Air Force, is lost during 6/7 Jun 
while leading flight of four LB30s from 
Midway for a predawn attack on Wake 
Island.
• The three other bombers failed to find 

Wake but returned to Midway safely.

• Tinker was the highest ranking native-
American officer in the U. S. Army.

• An enemy airplane is sighted over Cold 
Bay but cannot be intercepted.

Major General Clarence Tinker.
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8 June - Sydney
• Between 00:15 and 00:20, ten shells 

fell in the Rose Bay and Bellevue Hill 
areas of Sydney. 
• Only four of them exploded, 
• one harmlessly.

• The Sydney examination vessel, 
H.M.A.S. Adele, sighted flashes of 
gunfire about four miles east of Cape 
Banks.  

• Five minutes later an air raid warning 
was sounded when an unidentified 
aircraft was reported over the city, 
and coastal navigation lights were 
extinguished. 

• A submarine was sighted off North 
Head at 00:45 heading north, but a 
subsequent air search was fruitless. 

A crowd looking at a shell hole at Woollahra on 8 
June 1942
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8 June - Sea

• Newcastle
• At 01:00 an air alert was sounded 

at Newcastle when an unidentified 
aircraft was reported, the "All 
Clear" being given 25 minutes 
later. 

• At 02:15 shells were fired from 
about 7,000 yards N.E. by E . of 
Fort Scratchley, and during the next 
20 minutes 24 shells fell in the 
vicinity of the power station and 
Customs House. 
• A number failed to explode. 
• Some damage was caused, though 

there were no casualties. 
• The bombardment ceased when Fort 

Scratchley fired four rounds in reply.
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8 June - COIC
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8 June - Sea
• Coastal convoys were instituted on 8th June with the sailing of convoy CO.1 

(Newcastle-Melbourne) and convoy GP.1 (Sydney-Brisbane). 
• The convoy system was: 

• On the main coastal routes ships of over 1,200 tons and less than 12 knots were 
sailed in convoys "CO" (Newcastle-Melbourne) and "OC" (Melbourne-Newcastle); 
"PG" (Brisbane-Sydney) and "GP" (Sydney-Brisbane). 

• With the exception of "OC" convoys, all had a minimum of two anti-submarine 
escorts, and anti-submarine air cover was provided. 

• Ships of less than 1,200 tons sailed independently on inshore routes, and ships faster 
than 12 knots also sailed independently. 

• All ships sailing independently were instructed to zigzag when within 200 miles of 
the coast except when inside the Barrier Reef. 

• Ships of less than 12 knots east-bound trans-Tasman from Sydney were escorted in 
convoy for 200 miles from the New South Wales coast; those over 12 knots sailed 
independently. 

• Ships under 12 knots east-bound trans-Tasman from Melbourne proceeded in "OC" 
convoys until north of latitude 36 degrees 30 minutes south, thence on independent 
routes; those of over 12 knots sailed independently west and south of Tasmania. 
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8 June

• Sea

• Another three (ships) were claimed 
(by submarines) on the 8th, one of 
these well to the north off 
Mombasa and the other two in the 
(Mozambique) channel. 

• The submarines were widespread, 
the two farthest-spaced attacks 
were 1,000 miles apart.

• Air

• 1 LB30 flies armed patrol over Kiska 
and Umnak and discovers Japanese 
naval units in Kiska Harbor.
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8 June - Strategy

• Following Midway General 
MacArthur suggested to General 
Marshall that he should attack in 
the New Britain-New Ireland 
area preparatory to an assault 
on Rabaul. 

• To achieve this he asked for an 
amphibious division and a naval 
force including two carriers. 

• With it he would recapture the 
area "forcing the enemy back 
700 miles to his base at Truk".
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9 June - COIC

The War in the Pacific - The First Six Months ©Jerry McBrien 23



9 June – New Guinea

• MacArthur wrote Blamey that 
there was increasing evidence of 
Japanese interest in developing 
a route from Buna through 
Kokoda to Port Moresby and 
that minor forces might try to 
use this route either to attack 
Port Moresby or to supply forces 
advancing by sea through the 
Louisiades. 

• He asked what Morris was doing 
to protect the Kokoda area.
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9 June
• Sea
• the steamer Orestes (7,748 tons), bound from Sydney to Melbourne, 

reported being shelled just before 01:00 on 9th June about 90 miles south 
of Sydney. She suffered some hits and was set on fire but reached 
Melbourne safely on the 10th. She was one of those, over 12 knots, sailing 
independently.

• Air
• On 9 June, five B25s, eleven B26s, and two B17s bombed Lae/Salamaua 

through an overcast, escorted by three P39s and five P400s.
• One B26 and one P39 are missing. One B26 crash landed on return and four are 

damaged.
• Eight defending fighters are claimed shot down.

• 3 Hudsons attacked Dilli 05:40/9. Bombs fell on houses and dispersed 
transport vehicles. Fires were started.
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10 & 11 June
• Air

• Five B17s bomb aircraft and buildings at Rabaul on 10th. 
• Fighters intercepted. 
• All our aircraft returned.

• 3 B17s attacked Vunakanau airfield at 17:40/11. 
• Results not observed, 
• heavy AA fire encountered but all returned.

• A B17 on photo recce was intercepted over Lae by four Zeros and was damaged.
• One Zero was shot down. 
• The B17 had already been ineffectively attacked by three Zero fighters between Rabaul and 

Kavieng.

• A Hudson on recce on 11/6 encountered and shot down a Japanese flying boat south of 
New Britain. 
• Our aircraft was damaged and rendered unserviceable.

• A Hudson on recce attacked an enemy merchant ship at 17:10/11 approx 33 miles north 
east of Atamboea. 
• No hits were scored. 
• The vessel returned light AA fire. 
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11 June
• Sea

• On 11th June Japanese submarines sank two ships in the Mozambique Channel.

• Land

• MacArthur replied to Blamey, about Timor, that the requisites for an overseas 
expedition were lacking: 
• "Without them such an expedition has little chance of success and cannot therefore be 

considered with the means now available."

• Air

• The Eleventh Air Force strikes at Kiska for the first time. 
• 5 B24s and 5 B17s from Cold Bay load bombs at Umnak and hit Kiska harbor installations and 

shipping tgts. 
• Low-altitude runs score near misses on 2 cruisers and a destroyer. 
• AA downs a B24. 
• The other B24s are pursued by 4 ftrs back to Umnak where US ftrs drive them off. 

• Navy airplanes discover Japanese landing at Attu.  

• Aircraft and crews of 97th Bomb Group, deployed temporarily to W coast, are 
ordered back to New England for movement to UK.
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12 June - Strategy

• Marshall presented a plan for a counter attack in the Solomons to 
Admiral King. 
• It required a marine division to make the amphibious assault and 

• three army divisions from Australia—presumably the 32nd and 41st American 
and 7th Australian—to follow up; and 

• three carriers and their escort. 

• To succeed, Marshall emphasised, the operation must be mounted early in 
July.

• MacArthur told Curtin that, as a result of Coral Sea and Midway, 
• "in his view the defensive position of Australia was now assured".

• COIC put a “possible attack on the Port Moresby area” back on the list 
of “Enemy’s probable next moves” 
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12 June – Air War
• New Guinea

• A reconnaissance of the proposed 
areas for the new airfield had led to 
the conclusion that they were 
unsuitable; Morris, on the advice of 
Elliott-Smith, then of the Papuan 
Infantry Battalion, emphasised that 
there were better sites at Milne Bay 
and on 12th June G.H.Q. authorised 
the construction of an airfield there.

• Three B17s bomb building area and 
Vunakanau and Lakunai A/Fs at 
Rabaul. 

• Alaska

• 6 B17s and 1 B24 bomb shipping in 
Kiska Harbor. A cruiser is heavily 
damaged and one destroyer is seen 
burning.
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12 June - Sea

• Australian Coast
• Convoy "CO.2", Newcastle to Melbourne, of eight ships escorted by U.S.S. 

Perkins and H.M.A.S. Whyalla, left Newcastle on 11th June, and at 1 a.m. on 
the 12th was approximately 40 miles N.E. of Sydney, speed of advance 
eight knots. The atmosphere was clear and visibility good. 

• The Panamanian steamer Guatemala (5,967 tons) was straggling behind the rest of the 
convoy, and at 1.15 a.m. Perkins saw the flash of an explosion from her direction. 

• Guatemala was making about seven knots at the time. 
• At 1.15 the second officer saw the track of a torpedo close to, to starboard. 
• "Hard a'port" was ordered, but too late to evade the torpedo, which struck on the starboard 

side abreast No. 1 hatch. 
• The crew took to the boats and stood by for an hour, when contact with the ship was lost. 
• She sank about 2.30 a.m. on the 12th. 
• There were no casualties, and the whole complement of 51 were picked up by H.M.A.S. 

Doomba and landed at Sydney.

• Mozambique Channel
• On 12th June Japanese submarines sank two ships in the Mozambique 

Channel.
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13 June
• Sea

• Admiral Crace was succeeded as commander of 
Taskforce 44 by Rear-Admiral Crutchley.

• Air

• Darwin had its sixteenth air raid—the first since 
27th April.
• 27 bombers and 12 – 15 Zeros 11.45/13 to 12.40/13 

Kitty hawks intercepted. One Zero claimed as a 
possible. One Kittyhawk shot down & one crash 
landed. 

• The Naval Victualling Yard received direct hits and a 
quantity of stores was destroyed.

• Four B17s hit A/F at Rabaul. 

• An LB30 flies weather mission and for the third 
straight day Kiska Harbor shipping is bombed by 5 
B17s and 3 B24s. 2 HBs turn back. The others 
bomb partially cloud-obscured tgts.  No effect 
observed. Rear Admiral Sir Victor Crutchley VC
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14 June

• Sea

• Admiral King in Washington signalled to Admiral Leary in Melbourne:
• Agreement expected with British for minimum of two carriers from Eastern Fleet for seizure 

of Timor or other suitable place with provision that detachment be used conjointly with air 
land-based in north-west Australia. To be timed with this will be seizure of Tulagi by Sopac 
Forces, including U.S. Task Force of minimum of two carriers likewise to be used with air land-
based in north-east Australia, New Hebrides and New Caledonia. 

• Target date is 1st August.

• The first echelon of the 1st Marine Division reached Wellington. The Marines had 
been told they would have at least six months to train in New Zealand.

• Air

• 18 to 25 Zeros attacked Darwin 13:09/14. Four Zeros claimed destroyed. One P40 
shot down.

• 4 B17s and 3 B24s bomb shipping in Kiska Harbor from an altitude of 700 ft, 
lowest altitude yet. 2 cruisers are hit and one scout seaplane is downed. 2 B17s 
are heavily damaged but return to base. 

• Japanese bomb Nazan Bay, Atka.
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15 June

• Command
• MacArthur informed Marshall that the Australians did not have enough 

staff officers to meet their own needs. "There is no prospect," he said, "of 
obtaining qualified senior staff officers from the Australians."

• Air
• 27 bombers escorted by 15 Zeros attacked Darwin 12:10/15. 6 Zeros 

claimed destroyed. 2 P40s lost.
• Six Hudsons attacked Penfui airfield at Koepang 23:35/15. Two fires were 

observed. One Hudson force landed.
• Two Catalinas attacked the airfield at Lae 19:45/15.
• Two Catalinas attacked the airfield at Salamaua 20:30 – 22:30/15.
• A bombing mission to Kiska by 3 B17s and 2 B24s is aborted due to 

weather.
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16 June

• Sea

• On 16th June Coastwatcher Page on Tabar Island was captured by the 
Japanese and executed. On 9th December he had been the first of the 
Coastwatchers to sight and report a Japanese air raid. For the last four 
months he had been evading a systematic Japanese search.

• Air

• 28 Zeros attacked Moresby 08:42/16. 30 P39s intercepted. 4 P39s missing.

• 27 Bombers and 25 fighters attacked Darwin 11:59/16. Two oil tanks 
destroyed and burning, all fuel lost. Four holed by shrapnel. One Zero 
claimed. 5 P40s destroyed, two pilots missing. 10 wounded on the ground.

• Nine B25s, ten B26s, and three B17s, escorted by 7 P39s scored hits on 
runways and buildings at Lae and Salamaua 11:30/16 to 14:15/16. Four 
Zeros claimed. One P39 lost.
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16 June - Rationing
• The Prime Minister in a nation-wide 

broadcast on 8th May told his listeners that 
restrictions on clothing sales were the 
prelude to rationing.

• Clothing retailers sales and purchases were 
then both restricted to 75% of the amount 
sold in the corresponding week in 1941. 

• Clothing shops were besieged with buyers, 
and, until coupon rationing took effect 
queues waited outside for each morning's 
opening, and the rush was maintained until 
"quota sold " notices terminated the day's 
trading.

• Regulations governing the rationing system 
were gazetted on 14th May

• Holders of a civilian registration card were 
issued by 15 June with an eight-page book, 
the first page with coupons labelled "tea" and 
the others with various numbers of coupons.

• Coupon rationing commenced 15 June 1942.
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17 June - Strategy

• In a discussion with the Advisory War Council on 17th June 
MacArthur said that since his previous meeting with the council in 
March there had been a complete transformation of the war situation 
as affecting Australia. 

• The war in the Pacific had been a battle for land bases for aircraft . . . . 
All the Japanese victories since 8th December had been gained 
through air superiority, their advance having been made under cover 
of land-based aircraft. 

• The Coral Sea action was the most crucial incident of the war for 
Australia. Had the enemy been successful, Australia would have been 
placed on the defensive indefinitely, or even worse . . . .

• The results of Coral Sea and the successes gained at Midway Island 
had assured the defensive position of Australia.
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17 June - Air

• Port Moresby had its 61st raid, by 18 bombers and nine fighters, at 
09:38 on 17th June. 
• The Australian ship Macdhui (4,561 tons) was hit, while under way in the 

harbour, the midships section gutted, and three crew members and one 
member of a military working party were killed, and a number wounded.

• One enemy bomber and one fighter claimed damaged. Allied losses nil.

• One unidentified recce aircraft reported flying high over Horn Island 
at 10:14/17.

• Six more Mitchells reached Kunming safely within the next fortnight 
(after 3 June), several of them flown by pilots who had taken part in 
the Doolittle raid.
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April & May - USA
• After the loss of the natural 

rubber supply to the 
Japanese, the RRC called for 
an annual production of 
400,000 tons of general 
purpose synthetic rubber to 
be manufactured by the 
four large rubber 
companies. 

• Firestone produced the first 
bale of synthetic rubber on 
April 26, 1942, Goodyear 
followed on May 18.
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June - Washington
• Between March and June 1942, the 

American government contracted for 
526,200 tons of synthetic rubber from 
petroleum, 80,000 tons from alcohol 
(all produced from petroleum), and 
40,000 tons from benzene. 

• Under Senate pressure, the alcohol 
fraction was increased to 220,000 
tons, and a bill was passed 
establishing a top-priority agency to 
oversee production of butadiene from 
agricultural commodities. Nelson, 
head of OPM, described this as 
"probably the most unwise and 
unwarranted piece of legislation 
passed by Congress during the war" 
and Roosevelt vetoed the bill.
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17 June - JIC
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18 June

• Strategy

• In a review of Japanese merchant shipping capacity, the JIC, in 
Washington, concluded that Japan had approximately replaced its 
war losses with captures and seizures. After reviewing the tonnages 
required to support the Japanese army in China and Manchuria and 
for transport and supply in the southern occupied area the JIC came 
to the conclusion that Japan had 1,141,000 tons of shipping available 
for additional overseas operations. 

• Air

• An unidentified aircraft was reported over Derby 12:55/18

• An unidentified aircraft was reported over Townsville at 19:40/18.

The War in the Pacific - The First Six Months ©Jerry McBrien 41



18 June - Air
• New Guinea

• In a raid on Port Moresby at 
11:08/18 by 18 bombers 
escorted by Zeros, Macdhui 
again suffered direct hits, 
burned fiercely, and became a 
total loss.
• Unsuccessful attempts were made 

to bomb Carola and Karsik which 
were also in harbour.

• P39s intercepted. One Zero 
claimed damaged. Two P39s 
destroyed, three missing one U/S.
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19 June - Air

• New Guinea

• Six B17s attack shipping and Vunakanau A/F at Rabaul. Three direct hits are 
claimed on a 10,000ton transport. Bombs were dropped among three large 
bombers at the airfield. One Zero is claimed damaged.

• Two enemy aircraft on recce were sighted over Buna 19/6.

• Australia

• It is now established that there was no enemy plane over Derby yesterday.

• Alaska

• B24s taking off to bomb Kiska abort due to fog. 1 of them and 2 of its crew 
are lost when forced to land in the water. 

• A B17 is dispatched to attack a reported submarine but makes no contact.
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20 June

• Sea

• On 20 – 21 June Captain Fife, of the South 
West Pacific Command, took matters into his 
own hands and caused torpedoes to be fired, 
under his personal supervision, against a 
fisherman’s net target. The results proved that 
the torpedoes ran about ten feet deeper than 
set.

• Land

• On 20th June General Blamey ordered Morris 
to take steps to prepare to oppose the enemy 
on possible lines of advance from the north 
coast and to secure the Kokoda area

Captain James Fife
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20 June - Air
• On 20th June fires were seen to be 

burning over the whole of the grass plains 
on Guadalcanal's northern hinterland, 
suggesting the preparation of airfields. 
• Destroyers lay off Lunga. 
• On the north coast at Kikum and Tenaru, 

tents were reported.

• 3 B17s bomb runway at Lae 09:28/20.

• Two Catalinas attack dock area at Rabaul 
night of 19/20 June. Results not 
observed. 

• 1 LB30, 1 B17 and 7 B24s take off on a 
search and bombing mission over Kiska. 3 
aircraft abort mission due to weather, 3 
bomb through overcast with unobserved 
results, and 3 others search in vain for 
B24 lost on the preceding day.
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21 June – Middle East
• In North Africa Tobruk was surrendered on 21st June with the loss of a division 

(2nd South African), two independent brigades (11th Indian and 201st Guards) the 
32nd tank brigade, the 268th artillery regiment with all their equipment and a 
mass of stores accumulated for the next offensive.

• The British Eighth Army fell back 300 kilometres to Mersa Matruh.

• The 9th Division AIF was hurried from Syria to reinforce the Eighth Army.

• The three CinCs Middle East had determined in January that they would not again 
attempt to defend Tobruk as an isolated fortress. This decision had been 
communicated to the War Office and approved there and communicated to 
General Brooke the CIGS. No effort had therefore been made to maintain the 
defences.

• On 14th June Churchill signalled Auchinleck:

• “Presume there is no question in any case of giving up Tobruk. As long as Tobruk 
is held no serious enemy advance into Egypt is possible…” 

• This was reinforced the following day in another signal requiring that he: “leave 
as many troops in Tobruk as are necessary to hold the place for certain.” 
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22 June - Sea

• Sea

• The Admiralty report successful attacks by British submarines against 
three large Japanese ships in the straits of Malacca.

• The British Government granted safe conduct to three Japanese ships 
and one Italian ship to carry American and British repatriates from 
Japan to Lourenco Marques.
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23 June
• Strategy

• By the middle of June MacArthur believed the defence of Australia was assured. In these circumstances and 
having regard to the fact that a German offensive in the Middle East had again placed Egypt in danger, both 
Blamey and MacArthur advised Curtin and the War Cabinet on 23rd June that the return of the 9th Division 
should not be pressed at the moment. 

• This view was endorsed by the War Cabinet but, they also decided to stress the urgency of the return to Australia of the two 
AIF brigades in Ceylon.

• On 23 June COIC restored the occupation of Nauru and Ocean Island to the list of “Enemy’s probable next 
moves” and rated it the most probable. They also rerated an attack on Port Moresby from the third to the 
second highest probability.

• Air

• By the end of June the Tenth US Air Force in the CBI theatre had 600 officers and 5,000 enlisted men. One 
Mitchell squadron and 4 fighter squadrons were at Kunming, 2 heavy-bomber squadrons were at Allahabad, 
the advance parties of 2 fighter squadrons were at Dinjan, and another medium bomber squadron was 
expected to begin operating from Andal at the end of the monsoon.

• Rommel's forces in Africa were gaining ground to such an extent that on 23rd June Brereton, commander of 
the Tenth Air Force, received orders to go to the Middle East with all available bombers and assume 
command of the American forces there. 

• He was authorised to take all needed staff, 
• all the transport and aircraft required, and 
• to appropriate what might be needed from India bound cargoes passing through the Middle East.
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Malaria
• When the AIF arrived in Palestine in February 1940 there were areas known to be 

potentially malarious, especially towards the northern border.

• During 1940 there were 131 A.I.F. patients with malaria admitted to hospital from 
an average strength of 14,000 men in Palestine.

• A standard course of treatment for all types of malaria was adopted, quinine, 
atebrin and plasmoquine in sequence being used.

• In January 1941 the 6th Australian Division was engaged in the first Libyan 
campaign, in which malaria was not a significant medical problem.

• When it appeared that the AIF would be committed to a campaign in Greece an 
appreciation of the malarial situation pointed out that troops operating in 
Greece, Macedonia and the Balkans from June to September would face a 
crippling incidence of malaria.

• Despite advances in therapeutic and preventive methods, it stressed the danger 
of non-immune troops being manoeuvred into some of the most malarious
country in the world, where mosquito control measures had little chance of 
success.
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Malaria

• General Wavell, Commander-in-Chief, Middle East, was at first 
reluctant to accept the strategic limitations imposed by what seemed 
to him to be an unduly pessimistic opinion, but when all the facts 
were placed before him he agreed that the malarial risks in these 
areas must be taken into consideration in all forward planning.

• When the 6th Australian Division was committed to a campaign in 
Greece they were warned that preparations for mosquito control 
measures must be initiated at once, and anti-malarial stores obtained, 
including nets, repellent cream and drugs.

• From the beginning of April mosquitoes were beginning to bite, even 
up to the snow line, though only an occasional case of malaria was 
expected till the middle of April at the earliest.  
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Malaria

• The plans to combat malaria were never put to a test, as Greece was 
evacuated at the end of April. 

• One unfortunate result of the forced abandonment of equipment in 
Greece was the loss of 60,000 mosquito nets.

• During the defence of Crete concern was felt by the medical units on 
the island about the malarial risks in the summer. 

• Instructions laid down that "suppressive" quinine should be given in 
infected areas from the 1st June. 

• However, at the beginning of June the campaign had ended with the 
evacuation of Crete. 
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Malaria
• When the 7th Division AIF entered Syria on 8th June 1941, the malarial 

season was just beginning.
• It was soon evident that malaria was occurring among the advancing 

troops. Malignant malaria appeared towards the end of June with a 
definite proportion of severe infections, and it was expected to assume 
epidemic proportions by August if prevailing conditions continued.

• Fortunately the campaign was over by the middle of July, but during the 
action in Syria casualties due to sickness had exceeded battle casualties 
and most of these were due to malaria. 

• In the first month 500 malaria patients were admitted to hospitals in 
Palestine, and the rush of malarial casualties was responsible for a good 
proportion of the hospital expansion which was necessary during this 
campaign.

• Efforts had been made to educate all ranks about malaria, but it cannot be 
said that the troops entering Syria were "malaria-conscious".
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23rd February - New Guinea
• By the 23rd Owen’s group were at the Malmal

Mission at Jacquinot Bay. When Owen learned that 
the Japanese had occupied Gasmata, he decided 
that it was useless to continue the move westward. 
Camps were established at Wunung and Drina
plantations for about 50 and 100 troops 
respectively. Several of the men had died on the 
march from Tol, and others were extremely ill.

• As it seemed likely that the wait on the south coast 
would be long, and to keep the men occupied, 
Owen set them to work planting vegetables.

• Before long, however, sickness had depleted the 
workers until they seldom exceeded 10 per cent of 
the camp strength.

• In a medical report at this time, Major Palmer 
wrote: 

• 100 per cent of the men have been inflicted with 
malaria and have had at least one recurrence; 90 per 
cent have had two or more recurrences, 10 per cent 
have daily rigours or sweating at night, 33 per cent only 
are able to do any sort of work. 

• At least 15 per cent of the men are suffering from such 
a degree of secondary anaemia and debility following 
attacks of malaria, diarrhoea and the privations of the 
journey and lack of food that it will not be possible to 
keep them alive more than a few weeks.
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Malaria

• The Japanese occupied Rabaul towards the end of January 1942 the 
survivors reached Cairns or Moresby at the end of March to mid April. 

• The Army’s medical authorities’ assessment of events subsequent to 
the occupation of Rabaul was that:
• “Two hundred and fifty-two men of the 2/22nd Battalion escaped. Their 

medical officer carried enough quinine for a month's treatment for the men, 
but after this was exhausted no less than 50 men died within the next five 
weeks. Almost all of the survivors were heavily infected with malaria, and 
recovered only after many months' convalescence.”

• A death rate of 20% and

• A casualty rate of about 100%.
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Malaria
• In March 1942 the Japanese army seized the Dutch East Indies and cut off 

the rest of the world's supply of the malaria drug quinine, harvested for 
hundreds of years from the bark of the Chinchona tree.

• Just before the Japanese occupation Java was producing 1,000 tons of 
quinine a year.

• It was evident that the reserve of quinine, about one year's supply, must be 
conserved. 
• In U.S.A. and Australia steps were taken to restrict the use of quinine to its use for 

malaria; 
• in the United Kingdom it could be obtained only on medical prescription. 

• The United States government responded by developing a major program 
to develop new drugs. 

• Atabrine had already been used in the place of quinine but with previously 
poor results.  
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Malaria

• It was clear in every way, however, that the Allied malarial war would 
depend largely upon Atebrin. 

• Most of the production had to fall on American industry.

• Australia advocated the adoption of a 5 to 1 ratio quinine to Atebrin 
in the calculation of world requirements; on this basis the Allied 
requirements were reckoned to be 200 tons of Atebrin a year. 

• Britain could make 50 tons annually, but difficulties in manpower 
shortage, dangers of air attack on factories, and the necessity for 
importing several intermediary substances limited output. 

• It was agreed that Australia could not make Atebrin without a severe 
tax on the chemical industry: to make each ton of Atebrin in Australia 
it would be necessary to import about 20 tons of raw materials.
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Malaria

• The supply of Pyrethrum insecticide, used for mosquito control, had 
also been interrupted by the war.
• Most of the available supply was now produced in Kenya, since the pre-war 

output of Japan and the Dalmatian coast were no longer available. 

• This Kenya crop had been bought privately by America, and only two-sevenths 
were allocated to Britain, Australia, India, Africa and the Colonies, the 
remainder being absorbed by America, mainly for horticultural and civilian 
use.

• Citronella was then used as an insect repellent, but it was not proving 
very effective and its use was unpopular.
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23 June - Malaria
• In 1940 in Palestine, not then a war zone, with normal access to drugs and 

supplies, the malaria casualty rate was kept below 1%.
• In 1941 in Greece and Crete the Germans chased us out before the malaria 

season started.
• In Syria in 1941 in a 36 day campaign in a relatively developed area, with 

the usual drugs available, sickness casualties, mostly malaria, exceeded 
battle casualties.

• Rabaul offered an awful example of the consequences of uncontrolled 
situations in the New Guinea environment with no access to drugs and 
other malaria control supplies.

• Quinine was about to become unavailable and other supplies were short or 
ineffective.

• Australia was about to send troops from Port Moresby, a low malaria 
threat area for climatic reasons, to Wau, Kokoda and Milne Bay, where the 
malaria threat was similar to that in the area round Rabaul.     
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